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On this solemn occasion of the 50th Martyrdom Anniversary of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu  
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, we pay our deepest respect and heartfelt tribute to the greatest Bengali of all 
time. His unwavering commitment, visionary leadership, and boundless love for the people of Bangla-
desh led our nation to independence in 1971. 
 
August 15th remains a day of profound grief and reflection, as we remember the brutal assassination of 
Bangabandhu and most of his family members in 1975. Yet, his ideals, dreams, and indomitable spirit 
continue to inspire generations. 
 
Let us honor his legacy by upholding the values of justice, equality, and democracy that he cherished. 
May we remain united in our efforts to build a prosperous, inclusive, and golden Bangladesh—Sonar 
Bangla—that he envisioned. 
 
Bangabandhu lives on in our hearts, in our aspirations, and in the very foundation of our beloved nation. 
Joy Bangla 
Joy Bangabanhu 

 

 

Prof Dr Md Habibe Millat 
MBBS, FRCS(Edin) 
President, Global Center for Democratic Governance  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

EDITOR”S NOTE 
Commemorating 15 August 1975 

 

On this sad day of August 15, we remember with humble respect the great architect of 
independence, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Banga-
mata Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib, along with all the martyrs of that day. Today, we re-
member Bangabandhu's genuine love for Bengalis, his continuous struggle for world 
peace, and his principles, ideals and visionary leadership in the struggle for the liberation 
of the poor, oppressed and deprived people. 

 
Possessing a big heart of compassion, he loved all, both enemies and friends, and 
brought freedom and independence to the Bengali nation to live with their heads held 
high in the court of the world. He gave everything in his life to this nation, taking nothing 
away. The boy of Tungipara, where he was born, is sleeping peacefully in eternal sleep 
today. 

 
We pay our deepest respect and homage to all the martyrs who laid down their lives that 
day and pray for the peace and forgiveness of their departed souls. It was the good for-
tune of Bengalis for a thousand years to have a leader like Bangabandhu. It was our mis-
fortune to lose the greatest Bengali of a thousand years, the Father of the Nation, that 
day. 

 

He is the source of all our inspiration in the progress of peace and prosperity of the      
Bengali nation. 

Mohammad Abdur Rashid M. Eng., PhD, SMIEE 

Editor 

০৪ ভাČ ১৪৩২  
20 August 2025 
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RECOUNTING THE BIRTH OF BANGLADESH:  
A CANADIAN PERSPECTIVE 

 
Rabiul Alam 

 
The history of the people and the land which is Bangladesh today is unique and perhaps strange too. Freedom en-
joyed by this land and her people was very short compared to the much longer period of occupation and subjugation. 
After the 55th anniversary of independence of Bangladesh this year, the nation again at the crossroads, wake up to a 
new reality, old challenge. Prolonged political struggle, blood-drenched war, epochal sacrifices of millions earned us 
freedom – is that history written on the sands! 
 
March 1971 
After the Military regime headed by General Yahya Khan of Pakistan invalidated the election results won by the 
Bengali population living in then East Pakistan with majority mandate, on March 25, 1971, in the darkness of the 
night the barbaric military campaign under the banner ‘Operation Searchlight’ ensued triggering shock waves around 
the world.  The regime declared martial law, used military tanks and armored vehicles to massacre thousands of 
Dhaka University students, prominent academics and intelligentsia and even homeless day labourers sleeping on the 
footpath of Dhaka city. In the wee hours of March 26 Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was picked up by the 
military from his residence at road – 32, Dhanmondi, Dhaka and taken to West Pakistan charged with treason! The 
forces of evil, the Army fanned out across the rural hinterland, burning houses/property and massacring men, wom-
en, children on sight.  
 
News blackout made it impossible to find out the fate of our family in Dhaka and outlying areas in East Pakistan. 
Our main source of news was the BBC from London, UK. In Canada news of the ominous events in East Pakistan 
was trickling in the national news media, the Toronto Star, Globe and Mail and CBC. 
 
On March 26, 1971, Toronto, about 20-25 Bengalis from East Pakistan assembled in front of the Pakistan consulate 
in Toronto to protest the military atrocities and massacre. Media interest was lukewarm. The Pakistan High Commis-
sion and Pakistani Associations were the main source of information for the Canadians. 
 
On March 27, Toronto, the prestigious Canadian newspaper ‘The Globe and Mail’ interviewed me about the Dhaka 
massacre, in particular safety of our family and published it on the following day. 
 
There was no unanimity in the East Pakistani (Bangladeshi)group. Some were sceptical about the reality of inde-
pendence movement, the motives of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and were unsure about the extent of 
massacres as reported. A few students on scholarships wanted to be neutral. Some were openly sympathetic to the 
solidarity of Pakistan; some wanted to stay in the background for the safety of their family back home, and fear of 
job security in Canada. 
 
The daily news releases and vocal media campaign from the Pakistan High Commission were downplaying news 
about the massacres and branding the students, professionals and political leaders in East Pakistan as miscreants, 
outlaws, apostates, Indian and foreign agents and misguided individuals out to break up Pakistan. We were outnum-
bered by Pakistanis and their sympathizers about 15-1 in 
Toronto. 
 
The Canadian Government and the public were slow in reaction on the reality of the suppression of democracy, mas-
sacres of unarmed citizens and the brutal kidnapping of the majority party leader & would be Prime minister Banga-
bandhu Sheikh. Mujibur Rahman for a treason trial in the military court.  
The military repressions in East Pakistan were unfolding on the heels of the Quebec separatist movement, Canada's 
worst national crisis since the confederation was born. The Quebec Provincial minister Pierre LaPorte was kid-
napped and murdered, a British consul from Montreal was kidnapped. The separatist's ferocity forced the Bourassa 
government of Quebec to operate out of a bunker for several months. Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau invoked the 
infamous war measures act, the first time in Canadian history, to save the country from breaking up. 
 
The government and to a large degree Canadians were less sympathetic to the breakup of Pakistan as sought by the 
Bengali nationalists in then East Pakistan. Canada's position was largely influenced by the fear of separating Quebec 
from Canada. Canada was promoting a compromise solution between East and West Pakistan by releasing Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and thereby keeping the Commonwealth family in harmony. 
 
Over the next several weeks an action committee of committed Bengali individuals from Toronto, Ottawa, Hamilton, 

Continued on Page 4 
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Continued on page 5 

London (Ontario) and Montreal coalesced an organised campaign on three fronts: 
1.Establish a network with well known and respected mainstream Canadians to help to convey our democratic aspi-
rations to Canadians. 
2. Advocate for the plight of millions of refugees requiring food and shelter urgently, and to stop any arms supplies 
to the military to halt repression and genocidal activities inside East Pakistan. 
3. Secure the immediate release of Bangabandhu Sk. Mujibur Rahman, who was facing execution by a military 
tribunal in West Pakistan. 
 
I met the CBC anchor Mr. Stanley Burke through the Globe and Mail. Over time he became my mentor, and over 
time a father figure for our cause. I met him on many occasions, visited his residence seeking advice and guidance 
on how to develop awareness of our struggle for survival as a people. He was always there when we needed him. 
Mr. Burke arranged a private session at his residence with MP. Barney Danson, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime minister, later to became Minister of Defence. We forcefully highlighted the plight of refugees and, urgent 
need for government humanitarian aid. Also urged his government to stop shipment of arms to Pakistan. Mr. Dan-
son undertook to speak to Mitchell Sharp, External Affairs Minister and guided us to contact Mr. Sharp's office in 
Ottawa. Four members of the action committee was in attendance. 
 
Mr. Burke introduced me to Reverend Scott, the Church of Anglican Primate of Canada and Jack Shea, the head of 
the Oxfam Canada, they became the consistent and most influential advocate for urgent aid for Bangladeshi (East 
Pakistani) refugees in India. These two organizations were the consistent and leading advocates to highlight the 
sufferings of trapped Bengalis under continued military repression inside East Pakistan. Reverend Scott organised 
an interfaith campaign for humanitarian aid and prayers at Sunday services in all church denomination for the suf-
ferings of Bengalis, seeking donations for the helpless refugees and starved Bangladeshis inside East Pakistan. 
Reverend Scott, a father figure of immense stature, now deceased, will continue to illuminate Canadian humanity. 
 
April 1971 
By April we embarked on a coherent strategy of rebutting and challenging every media release and misinformation 
by the Pakistani High Commission. A volunteer team was formed of mainstream Canadians, led by Mrs. Madeline 
Alam. The volunteers also undertook to speak to community groups, churches and students at school.  Letter to the 
Editor, articles and community news were used to convey our messages to a larger group of Canadians through 
mainstream popular news media like the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Sun and other print media 
and community newsletters published from Ottawa and Montreal. Voices from Canadians were proving to have 
positive effects. Letters can be found in archives of the respective papers.  
 
Stanley Burke's article ""Should Citizens step into the conflict in Pakistan" published in Toronto Star April. 28 
challenged the Canadian conscience on humanity and asked how its traditional role can play for useful purpose in 
this dispute. The debate resonated across Canada, questions were raised at the House of commons, halls of commu-
nity groups, and churches. It served as a discussion point for our cause.  
 
May 1971 
By May, we considerably expanded political networks and began to get traction on refugees and humanitarian is-
sues, signed a joint fundraising agreement with the help of Oxfam Canada, India-Canada Association and Church 
groups. The coordinated effort gained a momentum for refugee support aids, govt. of Canada, Red Cross and other 
NGOs joined in. Millions were raised and channeled through the aid delivery organizations My personal focus was 
on political contacts and targeted individuals while other members took to academics, NGO institutions and com-
munity leaders on fund raising, and donations of material reliefs for the refugees. By the end of May our contacts 
with refugee camps and freedom fighters' logistical groups were established, particularly with Sheikh Fazlul Huq 
Mani and Aminul Huq Badsha and ABM Musa. The Oxfam, UNICEF and other NGOs were setting up their supply 
logistics in the area. Oxfam was helpful to maintain communication channels with refugee camps and families. Our 
mainstream contacts were fact checking and responding to Pakistani propaganda machine. 
 
My contacts in Toronto included Andrew Brewing MP and the foreign affairs critic of the NDP, Stephen Lewis, 
leader of the opposition to Ontario Provincial Government, Darcy McKew, MLA and provincial cabinet minister 
and David Lewis leader of the NDP among notable sympathisers. 
 
Dr. Rehman Sobhan, the roving ambassador for Bangladesh was in Toronto on a scheduled trip to Canada to pro-
mote the official version of the Bangladesh government in exile. On May 1, 1971, Pakistanis tried to disrupt a com-
munity meeting with Dr. Sobhan which resulted in some minor scuffles, but they failed. 
 
May 5, Stanley Burke hosted a well publicised press conference, hosting Dr. Sobhan at the national press gallery in 
Ottawa. Details of Dr.Sobhan's remarks were published by the Canadian National media. Following day, the Lead-
er of opposition Hon. Robert Stanfield, and the NDP critic Andrew Brewin raised the Bangladesh issue in the 
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House of Commons and pressed Mitchell Sharp, Foreign Minister to state Canada's commitment to humanitarian 
aid and whether it was reaching the victims directly and concern about detention of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Dr. 
Sobhan was accorded a confidential meeting with Mitchell's Sharps Parliamentary secretary the following day. 
 
The Following week, I along with three Action committee members from Ottawa, met with the principal assistant of 
Foreign Minister Mitchell Sharp to follow up on Dr. Sobhan’s press conference. 
 
In May, we were alerted by our contacts in TUC (Trade Union Congress) in NY that an ocean vessel named Padma 
just loaded an arms consignment for Pakistan was on the way to Montreal to pick up additional cargo destined for 
Pakistan. Our compatriots in Montreal and longshore man's union were alerted about the military cargo which may 
be used against our people in Bangladesh, then East Pakistan. I convened a media briefing in Toronto, sought an 
assurance from the Canadian government that no Canadian arms would be added to the US supply and urged for an 
arms embargo. An article in the Toronto Star triggered a flurry of media releases from the US state department con-
cerning the legality of that arms cargo and clarification by Canadian authorities of it's role in the House of Com-
mons. Our Montreal compatriots worked tirelessly to convince the long shore union to stop loading Canadian cargo 
and to delay Padma until Canada's position is clarified. 
 
July 1971 
By July, we were informed by the leaders of refugee camps and the logistic coordinators, about some success in 
engaging the Pakistani army inside East Pakistan and the flow of relief supplies to the camps. We were told to 
maintain our focus on direct aid for the refugees and continue highlighting the military repression and humanitarian 
issues inside East Pakistan. 
 
August 1971 
In August, we organised a demonstration against Hamidur Rahman Chowdhury at the Pakistan Day celebration in 
Toronto. He was on a tour justifying the causes leading to martial law and imprisonment of Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. There were about 30-40 demonstrators including some from west Bengal. Scuffles and skirmishes resulted in 
some people receiving minor injuries including our 11-month-old daughter. 
 
"In August 19-21, Jack Shea of Oxfam Canada in concert with Stanley Burke spearheaded an International Confer-
ence on catastrophic humanitarian issues in East Pakistan at the University of Toronto Campus chaired by Dr. Hugh 
Kingsleyside, director general of UN Technical Assistance. The High profile conference brought together about 30 
distinguished parliamentarians, Senators, professionals, Nobel laureates /academics, churchmen, military experts 
and social workers from around the world." 
 
Notable dignitaries included: Senate Foreign Relations committee chair Frank Church designate, retired Indian Ar-
my Chief of Staff General R N Chowdhury, Dr.Horeman Dahl of Ford Foundation, Dr. John Rohde and Dr. Cornela 
Rhode of Harvard Uni, Dr. Henna Pavenek, Dr Gustav Pavenek, Dr.Stanley Walport of California University and 
Homer Jack secretary of Inter Faith Religion for Peace, Canadian notables included. Rev. Scott, Stanley Burke, Bar-
ney Danson, Andrew Brewin, three Bengalis including Mr.Siddique from Washington and myself.  
 
It was an open forum where Pakistani officials were also invited, unfortunately none participated. The conference 
was led at a time when world leaders were largely indifferent despite repeated warnings of UN Secretary General of 
the staggering cost of refugee operations left as a burden for India, serious concern about the reports of certainty of 
famine in East Pakistan by October and General Yahya Khan's determined action on a secret trial of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. 
 
"The conference resulted in a now famous ‘The Toronto Declaration’. The thrust of this Declaration was to ask all 
concerned people to prevail upon their governments with utmost urgency to urge for both humanitarian and political 
actions while there is still time". It included- 
1. calling for an immediate end to all killing 
2, to terminate all military equipment deliveries to Pakistan 
3. to suspend all economic aid to Pakistan 
4. to channel all possible resources into a massive emergency program for famine relief in East 
Pakistan by the UN. 
5. to make firm continuing commitment to share economic burden of supporting refugees in India 
6. to intervene to save the life of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 
 
September 1971 
The declaration thrust was deliberately non-political to maximise it's humanitarian appeal. The Toronto declaration 
of concern caused waves not only in the minds of the Canadians but also in the minds of various 

Continued on page 6 
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world communities and leaders. In the Senate of the US, Senator Frank Church introduced the resolution transpired 
out of the Toronto Declaration of Concern obtained unanimous support to print the entire declaration in the Con-
gressional Record of the 92nd Congress, Sept. 14, 1971. 
Senator Frank Church encouraged our group to come to Capitol Hill to lobby foreign relations committee due to 
meet on Pakistani crises. Three available members of the Action committee including Dr. Huq, of Hamilton, were 
in Washington during the senate hearing with a productive outcome. 
 
Every national news media in Canada gave full coverage of the declaration and the name of the participants. Out of 
the ‘Toronto Declaration’ grew the South Asia Committee, mandated to implement the ideas transpired from the 
three-day conference. Under the leadership of Stanley Burke, the group came up with a concept of a non-
governmental group initiative entitled “The Proposal for Pakistan Tribunal." 
 
In the ensuing months the daily news of the plight of refugees and the impact on Indian economy, ruthless repres-
sion of the Pakistani army, and the spectre of a catastrophic human tragedy became a growing concern. Canada and 
the Commonwealth began to shift away from the viability of the Pakistani position. The issue of Independent Bang-
ladesh, aid for refugees 
and the release of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became an open discussion topic in government 
decision corridors. 
 
November to December 1971 
By November I moved to Halifax., With the help of the local Oxfam director, Mike Fitzsimmons, we organised 
seminars and discussion sessions on refugee issue and war in East Pakistan. A dialogue session with the Pakistani 
group escalated into a confrontation and physical scuffles. We continued to work through community and church 
groups for donations and humanitarian aids. Mr. Heath McQuarrie, Conservative MP from PEI and the leader of 
opposition Hon. Robert Stanfield MP, from Truro, NS, were active supporters of our cause. They continued to 
press the government at the House of commons to state Canada's position. I had the opportunity to meet with both 
leaders in Halifax to update our concerns. Heath McQuarrie joined us as a guest of honour on our first Independent 
Day celebration at the Dalhousie Campus and hoisted the first National Flag of the Republic of Bangladesh. 
 
In a global community of nations, the interest of the Big Power stake holders often dictates success and failures of 
legitimacy of a nation of people. In our struggle of independence big power interests did have significant hand for 
prolonging the misery and suffering of our people. Arms struggle alone cannot always achieve what is fair and just. 
There are nations of people around the world with just cause, continue to struggle, or fade into the footnotes of his-
tory for lack of global support. Expatriate Bangladeshis played their part, however limited, achieved by the strength 
of their convictions, and sustained efforts to win the heart and minds of Canadians. 
 
Post Script: 
 
I was in the new country of Bangladesh in January 1972, at the request of Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni. As a matter of 
record my travel documents included a letter of introduction from Enayet Karim, Head of Bangladesh Mission 
Washington with a temporary visa from the Indian High Commission in Ottawa.  
 
I had the opportunity to brief Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni and later Bangabandhu Sheikh.Mujibur Rahman on the con-
certed activism in Canada during the war of Independence. I was asked to accompany visiting British Minister of 
International Development Hon. John Stonehouse, and Dr. Rehman Sobhan to a public meeting at the G.K. Power 
site in Kushtia. I gave a full account of the role played by the Canadian public and leaders on humanitarian issues 
and how they pressed their government for active and generous support for our people. Minister Stonehouse spoke 
of the British public support of Bangladeshi struggle for independence and generous donations. Tens of thousands 
of suffering victims came from villages and towns to hear how people from the far away corners of the globe, felt 
their plight and sufferings, responded with their open arms of generosity, prayers for the freedom of the people of 
Bangladesh. The people of the freshly liberated Bangladesh gathered there gave a loud cheer to those who stood by 
them in their darkest moments! 
 
In August 1973, I was asked to meet with the Prime Minister, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur.Rahman in Ottawa 
during the Commonwealth Conference. We met at the Holiday Inn. Banga Bandhu spoke about some pressing 
problems back at home, his vision for the next 5-10 years rebuilding the new country and that he would be seeking 
from PM Pierre Trudeau to accept 200,000 university graduates as immigrants from Bangladesh. That was the last 
time I had the privilege to speak to my mentor, the Father of our Nation and the greatest Bangali of all time. 

Rabiul Alam. 
Retired Public Servant  

Govt. of Canada 
Vancouver, British Columbia  
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SELF-GOVERNANCE AND NATIONAL PROGRESS: REVISITING THE UNI-
VERSITY ACT OF 1973 AND BAKSAL’S LOCAL AUTONOMY VISION 

Latiful Kabir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Introduction: The Context of Autonomy in Bangabandhu’s Thought 

In the aftermath of Bangladesh’s Liberation War, the new state faced not only the monumental task of physical re-
construction but also the deeper challenge of shaping democratic institutions that would reflect the values for which 
the nation had fought. For Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, freedom was never confined to the removal of 
colonial or military rulers; it was equally about dismantling the inherited structures of centralized control that stifled 
initiative, creativity, and self-reliance. 

As Bangabandhu himself declared in his electrifying 7 March 1971 address, ‘The struggle this time is 
a struggle for our liberty. The struggle this time is a struggle for our independence.’ This was not just 
a call for national sovereignty, but a foundational belief that autonomy—whether intellectual or civ-
ic—is the truest form of freedom. 

 

Central to this vision was the idea of autonomy—not as an abstract slogan, but as a practical framework for empow-
ering people and institutions to govern themselves. This autonomy had two interconnected dimensions: 

1. Intellectual autonomy, to be protected and nur tured in the country’s universities through the Uni-
versity Act of 1973. 

2. Political and economic autonomy at the grassroots, to be realized through a constitutionally em-
powered local government system under the BAKSAL reform program in 1975. 

 

2. The University Act of 1973: Autonomy for Intellectuals 

Background 

Bangladesh’s universities in the Pakistan era had been subjected to tight bureaucratic control, with the 
central government exerting decisive influence over appointments, budgets, and even permissible topics 
of research. This control was often used to suppress dissent and curtail progressive thought, making uni-
versities more vulnerable to political victimization than to intellectual flourishing. 

In 1973, Bangabandhu’s government enacted the University Act, a landmark piece of legislation intended 
to insulate higher education from direct political or bureaucratic interference. 

“The ‘struggle… for our liberty’ he spoke of extended beyond the battlefield—it was a prom-
ise that universities would be nurtured as autonomous spaces of free thought, protected by 
instruments like the University Act of 1973.” 

 

Key Features of the Act 

· Self-governance: Universities would be administered by syndicates, senates, and academic 
councils, composed mainly of academics rather than political appointees. 
 

· Appointment of leadership: While the President remained the formal Chancellor , the selection 
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SELF-GOVERNANCE AND NATIONAL PROGRESS 

of vice-chancellors and key academic officials was designed to involve significant input from within 
the university community. 

· Academic freedom: The Act safeguarded the r ight to determine curr icula, research pr ior ities, 
and institutional policies without ministerial diktat. 

· Financial independence: Universities could prepare their  budgets and allocate resources ac-
cording to academic needs rather than central bureaucratic priorities. 

Philosophical Underpinning 

Bangabandhu envisioned universities as “nurseries of leadership”—places where free thought, open de-
bate, and academic rigour would produce leaders capable of guiding the nation. In his political philoso-
phy, intellectual autonomy was inseparable from national progress; without free thinkers, the democratic 
process itself would be impoverished. 

Impact and Erosion 

Initially, the Act inspired optimism among academics and students, signalling a break from the past. How-
ever, subsequent political instability and changes in governance began to erode the autonomy it promised. 
Political interference in appointments and funding gradually undermined the Act’s original spirit—a pat-
tern that still sparks debate in Bangladesh’s academic circles today. 

 

3. Autonomous Local Government: BAKSAL’s Vision 

Background 

While universities were to be the centres of intellectual self-governance, Bangabandhu also sought to de-
centralize political and economic power. The local government system inherited from Pakistan was highly 
centralized, with limited authority for elected local bodies and significant control retained by appointed 
bureaucrats. 

In early 1975, under the framework of BAKSAL (Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami League), Banga-
bandhu announced an ambitious program to restructure local governance as a four-tier elected system. 

“Just as Bangabandhu articulated in his stirring speech about ‘liberty’ and ‘independence,’ 
BAKSAL’s reforms aimed to bring that same spirit to the grass roots—translating autonomy 
from the realm of ideas to the livelihoods of people.” 

 

The Four-Tier Plan 

1. Union Parishad – the primary decision-making body for rural development, justice, and re-
source allocation. 

2. Thana (now Upazila) Parishad – coordinating local development across unions. 

3. District Parishad – ensuring larger-scale planning and integration of development initiatives. 

4.  National Level – where local representatives could feed directly into national policy-making. 

 

The plan sought to empower local governments constitutionally, turning them from administrative units of 
the central government into self-governing bodies with budgetary control, development authority, and le-
gal standing. 

Integration with Intellectual Autonomy 

Bangabandhu’s vision of grassroots political autonomy complemented his reforms in higher education. 
Both aimed to reduce dependence on central patronage, replacing it with institutional 

Continued on Page 9 
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independence—in one case for scholars, in the other for citizens. 

 

4. Intellectual and Political Autonomy: Two Pillars of Democratic Nation-Building 

The 1973 University Act and the 1975 BAKSAL local government reforms were not isolated initiatives; 
they were complementary pillars of a broader democratic architecture. Intellectual autonomy was meant to 
safeguard the freedom of thought, enabling the production of ideas and leadership for national develop-
ment. Political and economic autonomy at the local level was designed to ensure freedom of action, ena-
bling citizens to shape their destinies. 

This two-pronged approach reflected Bangabandhu’s belief that self-governance was not only a matter of 
electoral democracy but also of institutional independence and social participation. 

 

5. The Unfinished Vision and Its Relevance Today 

The assassination of Bangabandhu in August 1975 brought both initiatives to an abrupt halt. The BAKSAL 
local government plan was abandoned, and university autonomy gradually weakened under successive re-
gimes. While the 1973 University Act still exists on paper, political appointments, funding constraints, and 
partisan influences have diluted its effectiveness. Local government, though nominally elected, often re-
mains subordinate to central ministries and dependent on bureaucratic discretion. 

Yet, the relevance of Bangabandhu’s vision endures. At a time when debates about decentralization, aca-
demic freedom, and participatory democracy are once again prominent, his approach offers a framework 
for reform that is both historically grounded and forward-looking. 

 

6. Conclusion 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s concept of autonomy—whether in the halls of universities or the 
villages of Bangladesh—was rooted in a simple yet transformative idea: self-governance is the founda-
tion of national progress. The University Act of 1973 sought to protect the independence of the intel-
lect, while the BAKSAL local government program aimed to place political power directly in the hands of 
the people. 

 

“If the University Act of 1973 and the BAKSAL program were incomplete acts of autonomy, 
the 7 March quote reminds us why the vision still matters: ‘liberty’ and ‘independence’ must 
be rooted in both our institutions and our communities.” 

 

Although history interrupted these initiatives, the principles they embodied remain vital. Reclaiming and 
modernizing Bangabandhu’s vision could be key to building a Bangladesh where thinkers are free, commu-
nities are empowered, and democracy is deeply rooted in both mind and soil. 

 

Latiful Kabir is a Bangladeshi-Canadian professional engineer 

SELF-GOVERNANCE AND NATIONAL PROGRESS 
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BANGABANDHU: LAW, LEGACY AND REFLECTIONS 

S M Masum Billah, PhD 

 
“They laid him in the coffin with disdain, 
The killers, blind to his greatness. 
Yet dignity and immortality, his two companions, 
Offered him the most exquisite homage.” 
                                          —Shamsur Rahman, Tree, Coffin and Boat (1996) 
 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the rakhalraja of Bengal, whose towering presence once seemed 
inseparable from the soil and rivers of this land, was struck down with his family in the cruel dawn of 15 
August 1975. What was assassinated that morning was not only a man but an idea: the dream of a secular, 
just, and humane republic. Yet even in death, he has remained, as though his blood mingled with the Pad-
ma, Meghna, and Jamuna to irrigate the nation’s destiny. 
 
To write of him is first to bow in reverence. Reverence to Mujib himself, to Bangamata Fazilatunnessa, to 
the young Russel who never returned to his mother’s lap, to Colonel Jamil who, by rushing unarmed to 
defend his leader, rescued an entire nation from cowardice. Reverence to the four national leaders who 
refused betrayal and paid with their lives. Reverence also to the millions of martyrs of 1971, and to the 
beerangona mothers and sisters whose suffering still stains our skies crimson and indigo. 
 

Bangladesh’s birth bore a unique distinction: few 
nations have been simultaneously forged by the fire 
of war and by the cool instrumentality of law. Mu-
jib’s Declaration of Independence (26 March 1971) 
and the Mujibnagar Proclamation (17 April 1971) 
ensured not only the legitimacy of the new state but 
also expanded the horizons of international law by 
exemplifying the right of peoples to self-
determination. Within nine months of victory, anoth-
er nine months gave us the 1972 Constitution—
perhaps his greatest gift—framed in the cadence of 
Tagore’s song, ecstasy of Nazrul’s creation, carrying 
the brushstrokes of Zainul Abedin, the wisdom of 
jurists, and above all the resolve of a people. Article 
7 declared unambiguously: all powers belong to the 
people. Mujib could have chosen autocracy, yet he 
gave democracy, enshrining nationalism, socialism, 
democracy, and secularism as our foundational pil-
lars. 
 

This vision was not abstract. Mujib embraced it in his politics of abiding involvement—what might be 
called his humble devotion. He bowed before Bhashani, deferred to Suhrawardy, saluted the freedom 
fighters, cradled the maimed, wept with the bereaved, and accepted the offerings of widows and orphans 
as sacred duty. He believed freedom incomplete without liberation: independence was necessary, but only 
when joined with equality, justice, and dignity could it become mukti.  
 
Thus he stood uncompromisingly against exploitation, envisioning a “democratic socialism” in which de-
mocracy was not mere procedure and socialism not mechanical dogma, but both fused in the service of 
social justice. He insisted that secularism was not atheism, but the assurance that no faith would be manip-
ulated for political ends. And though rooted in Bengali nationalism, his vision stretched across the world, 
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placing him in the company of Tito, Nasser, Nyerere, Allende and Castro as a leader of the non-aligned 
conscience. 
 
All this was brutally attacked in 1975. The assassins, aided by foreign intrigues and domestic betrayal, 
drenched the stairway of Dhanmondi 32 in blood. As Chief Justice Tafazzal Islam would later record in 
the Bangabandhu Murder Case (2010): 
 
“When weeping Russel wanted to go back to the lap of his mother, wounded Sheikh Naser taking shelter 
in a bathroom was crying for water, Begum Fazilatunnessa Mujib seeing her husband Bangabandhu lying 
dead in a pool of blood in the stair cried out and asked to kill her, ‘নরিপশাচরা’ (devils) silenced all of 
them with shower of bullets exceeding the cruelty perpetrated by the demon force of devil Yeazid in Kar-
bala.” 
 
The Indemnity Ordinance that followed mocked justice by shielding the killers, embedding a culture of 
impunity into the Constitution itself. They were rewarded with diplomatic postings, their crime sanctified 
by law. Thus, the nation entered a long night in which Mujib’s ideals were silenced, and military rulers 
governed in the shadow of Pakistan’s Ayub and Yahya. 
 
Sheikh Hasina, returning in 1981, carried her father’s blood as both burden and vow. Twenty-two at-
tempts have been made on her life, but she endured, and in 1996 repealed the Indemnity Act. Through or-
dinary criminal courts—not martial tribunals—she placed the killers on trial, completing a legal journey 
unprecedented in the global South. In 2010, five of the assassins were executed, but others remain shel-
tered abroad: Noor Chowdhury in Canada, Rashed Chowdhury in the United States. That these countries, 
otherwise champions of human rights, still harbor convicted assassins of a head of state under the pretext 
of opposition to capital punishment, remains a stain on international justice. 
 

And yet, the question lingers: has justice been done? Legally, perhaps. But historically, 
many of the masterminds and accomplices have escaped scrutiny. One may say that 
Mujib’s murder was avenged, but not the assassination of the Father of the Nation. For 
history’s debt is heavier than the court’s verdict. 
Bangladesh saw remarkable growth during Sheikh Hasina’s terms (2009–2024). 
Bangabandhu’s vision of making a Sonar Bangla was central to her governance, fo-
cused on the socio-economic emancipation of the people. The failures were not few, 
but they were the failures of a fledgling democracy, scarred by terrorism, extremism, 
the inherited politics of hatred, coups, impunity, and conspiracy. 

 
She was forced aside on 5 August 2024, following a controversial “July Uprising” shaped by domestic 
reactionaries and international actors. From behind the shadows, Professor Muhammad Yunus emerged to 
lead an interim administration. Among its many policies was an effort to suppress memory itself—to erase 
Bangabandhu’s teachings and philosophy from national life. 
 
But on 15 August 2025, only a year later, Bangladesh witnessed an unprecedented outpouring of love and 
homage across every stratum of society. Perhaps it was because the interim administration sought to 
choke mourning, to push grief underground, that Bangabandhu’s admirers rediscovered themselves with 
renewed intensity. The very attempt to silence gave voice; the attempt to suppress gave strength. The day 
became not only one of grief but of rediscovery, reassertion, and quiet defiance—an affirmation that Mu-
jib’s dream still lives, and that time and again, when the nation drifts, Bangladesh finds its way back to 
Bangabandhu. 
 
For Mujib’s dream was not of mere independence but of liberation. He pledged with his blood that 

BANGABANDHU: LAW, LEGACY AND REFLECTIONS 
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freedom would be followed by justice, and he fulfilled that promise on the stairway of his home. His un-
finished autobiography is filled with the language of love—for the poor, for the toiling, for the forgotten. 
He wanted a nation of “golden men,” where dignity and equality would define citizenship. That remains 
our unfinished work. 
Today, as old conspiracies once again stir, and as opportunists attempt to erase or distort, the task of the 
young is clear: to carry forward the ideals of the Constitution of 1972, to nurture nationalism, democracy, 
social justice, and secularism not as partisan slogans but as national commitments, and to guard against 
exploitation in every guise. For as long as Bangabandhu’s memory inspires tears of devotion, as long as 
millions gather in his name, his assassination can never be complete. 
 

He himself said on 7 March 1971: “The blood you once shed 
to free me, I shall repay with my own blood.” And so he did. 
The red that flowed down the steps of Dhanmondi 32 blended 
with the rivers of Bengal, marking forever the covenant be-
tween a leader and his people. 
 
The task now is to honor that covenant—not only by mourn-
ing but by realizing his dream. That is the justice still due. For 
in truth, Bangladesh will find its way, again and again, in the 
time of Bangabandhu. 

 
The promise remains unfinished. As Syed Shamsul Haq wrote in Nuruldiner Sarajibon: 
 
“We await the dawn 
When gentle dreams descend upon weary eyes… 
When in joy and sorrow, bread and hope, 
All shall be one, in the golden Bengal of our longing.” 
Joy Bangla. Joy Bangabandhu. 
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HOW THE CIA AND THEIR LOCAL PROGENIES ASSASSINATED 
BANGLADESH’S FOUNDING FATHER AND SHOOK THE WORLD 

 
By Anwar A. Khan 

 

The Carnage of 15 August 1975! 
In the silent, ominous hours before dawn on 15 August 1975, the heart of Bangladesh was ripped out. 
The man who had birthed a nation through blood, sweat, and boundless courage—Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman—was brutally murdered alongside most of his family. This was no mere coup born of 
petty factionalism; it was a carefully choreographed act of political regicide, engineered by the CIA of the 
United States in collusion with local conspirators—political orphans, disgruntled Bangladesh army officers, 
and ideological heirs of the anti-liberation forces who had once sought to drown the Bengali dream in the 
rivers of 1971’s blood. 
 
The carnage was both intimate and monumental. Mujib’s residence at 32 Dhanmondi was transformed 
into a slaughterhouse. Bullets riddled the body of the man who had led his people through the tempest of 
genocide to the dawn of freedom in 1971. His wife, Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib—his lifelong companion 
in struggle—was gunned down. His sons, Sheikh Kamal, Sheikh Jamal, and the young Sheikh Russel, 
barely a child of age 10, were executed with cold efficiency. Daughters-in-law were slaughtered without 
mercy. This was not simply murder; it was a calculated attempt to erase an entire bloodline, to decapitate 
the moral and political leadership of Bangladesh in one fell swoop. 
 
The shock reverberated far beyond Dhaka. Across the world, governments, liberation movements, and 
ordinary citizens recoiled at the barbarity. How could a people so recently emancipated be plunged into 
such darkness? The answer lay not merely in the treachery of a handful of soldiers, but in a web of inter-
national intrigue. 
 
By the mid-1970s, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s foreign policy—anchored in non-alignment, economic self-
reliance, and South–South solidarity—had made him a thorn in the side of Cold War strategists in Wash-
ington. He refused to be a pawn in the U.S. chessboard. His warmth towards India and the Soviet Union, 
his fierce defense of national sovereignty, and his outspoken criticism of imperialist interference made him 
a marked man. Bangladesh under Mujib had also begun rebuilding ties with socialist nations, opening 
trade doors with Cuba, and advocating for a New International Economic Order—policies that irked the 
architects of U.S. global hegemony. 
 
The CIA’s fingerprints on political assassinations of the era are well documented—from Lumumba in the 
Congo to Allende in Chile. Bangladesh, barely four years old, became another stage for this ruthless doc-
trine. Declassified cables and historical testimonies point to American diplomatic circles maintaining close 
contact with disgruntled military officers, many of whom were ideologically aligned with Pakistan’s pro-
Western, anti-communist elite. These officers, some trained in the United States, carried not only weap-
ons but also the toxic conviction that Mujib’s Bangladesh had strayed too far from the orbit of Western 
control. 
 
The local executioners were not random mutineers; they were ideological progenies of the defeated forc-
es of 1971. Many were linked, directly or by affinity, to the political strands that had opposed Bangla-
desh’s independence—men who viewed the Liberation War of 1971 as a mistake and saw in Mujib an ex-
istential threat to their ambitions. The coup was their vindication, sanctioned and amplified by the CIA’s 
long shadow. 
 
The aftermath was as chilling as the crime itself. Instead of national mourning, the state apparatus was 
swiftly commandeered to whitewash the assassinations. The infamous Indemnity Ordinance, promulgated 
by Khondaker Mostaq Ahmad—himself a usurper elevated to the presidency—shielded the killers from 
prosecution. The killers were rewarded with diplomatic postings abroad; their crimes laundered in the 
name of political “stability.” This was the kind of “order” foreign intelligence agencies favored: pliant, mal-
leable, and purged of inconvenient nationalist icons. 
 
The moral inversion was complete. The very men who had betrayed the republic were feted as saviors. 
Political power shifted to an axis hostile to the spirit of 1971, an axis that reopened the space for Jamaat-e
-Islami and other anti-liberation forces to re-enter the political bloodstream of Bangladesh. This was no 
accident—it was the structural realignment the conspirators, both foreign and domestic, had sought. 
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But even the most ruthless of assassins could not erase the truth of history. Mujibur Rahman’s legacy 
did not end on 15 August 1975. If anything, the brutality of that night immortalized him. His vision—of a 
secular, democratic, self-reliant Bangladesh—remained etched in the conscience of millions. The rivers 
he evoked in his speeches—the Padma, the Meghna, the Jamuna—continued to flow, carrying with 
them the undying current of the Bengali spirit. 
 
Yet the cost was staggering. The coup derailed Bangladesh’s democratic experiment for decades, ush-
ering in a cycle of military rule, political opportunism, and institutional corrosion. It emboldened those 
who saw politics as a commodity to be traded in foreign embassies rather than a sacred trust earned in 
the streets and fields. It planted the seeds for the periodic resurgence of communal and authoritarian 
forces, whose shadow still lingers. 
 
Internationally, the assassination sent a chilling message: no leader, however beloved by his people, is 
beyond the reach of imperial power if he dares to defy its dictates. From Dhaka to Santiago, from Kin-
shasa to Tehran, the pattern was the same—covert destabilization, economic pressure, and when all 
else failed, assassination. The moral outrage voiced in the days following 15 August 1975 eventually 
faded, replaced by the cold calculus of realpolitik. 
 
It took more than two decades, and the return of Sheikh Hasina—Mujib’s surviving daughter—to power, 
for the wheels of justice to turn. The Indemnity Ordinance was repealed, trials were held, and some of 
the assassins were executed. But justice delayed is justice diminished; too many died without facing the 
gallows, too many accomplices lived out their days in comfort abroad. The deeper conspiracies—the for-
eign fingerprints, the complicity of entire networks—remain, in part, beyond the reach of formal justice. 
 
Remembering 15 August is therefore not a passive act of memorialization; it is a political necessity. It 
demands that we confront uncomfortable truths about the vulnerabilities of small nations in a predatory 
world order, about the ease with which local betrayals can be weaponized by foreign agendas. It calls for 
vigilance against the ideological heirs of those who pulled the trigger in 1975—those who still cloak their 
opportunism in the language of patriotism while serving masters beyond our borders. 
 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was not infallible; no statesman is. But his flaws were those of a 
man building a nation from the ruins of war, not those of a tyrant or a traitor. His assassination was not 
the verdict of history—it was the interruption of history. The architects of that interruption hoped that by 
destroying the man, they could extinguish the ideals he embodied. They failed. 
 
On every 15 August, as the nation lowers its flags and bows its head, we are reminded that the price of 
freedom is eternal vigilance. We honor Mujib not by embalming him in rhetoric, but by defending the sov-
ereignty, secularism, and unity he fought for. We reject the politics of subservience and betrayal that cul-
minated in his murder. We assert, in defiance of both the conspirators of 1975 and their latter-day rein-
carnations, that Bangladesh’s destiny will be written by her people, not dictated from foreign capitals. 
 
The world shook on 15 August 1975—not merely because a leader was killed, but because it laid bare a 
brutal truth: the liberation of a nation is never final. Independence can be won on the battlefield but lost 
in the shadows, to whispers in foreign chancelleries and the treachery of compatriots without a country in 
their hearts. 
 
Bangabandhu’s blood cries out from the floors of Dhanmondi 32, not for vengeance alone, but for vigi-
lance, courage, and unity. If we fail to heed that call, we risk living the nightmare of 1975 again—different 
actors, different pretexts, but the same betrayal. 
 
Let the memory of that black dawn steel our resolve. Let the conspirators, wherever they hide—in histo-
ry’s margins or in positions of present influence—know that Bangladesh remembers. And in remember-
ing Bangabandhu, Bangladesh resists. 

 
Anwar A. Khan is a freedom fighter based in Dhaka, Bangladesh.  

He writes on politics and international issues. 
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১৯৭৫ সােল বДবсু হতҝার পর বাДালীর ϕিতবাদ, ϕিতেরাধ!  
 

ϕেকৗশলী সিফকুর রহমান ভΦঁ ইয়া অন ু
 
 

 
বাংলােদেশ  িবেরাধী ϡান  পাপীরা  ϕায়শ  একΜট  ডাহা  িমথҝা  এবং  িকছΦ  
অপϕচার - খুব চালািক কের ϕচার কের έয, ১৯৭৫ সােলর ১৫ আগѶ 
জািতর জনক বДবсুেক হতҝার পর έদেশ έকান ϕিতবাদ হয়িন।   এΜট 
একΜট িনল κК ডাহা িমথҝা!  এও বলা হয় έয έদেশর ‘মানুষ’ খুশীেত নািক 
έসিদন িমিছল কেরিছেলা - এΜটও একΜট ডাহা িমথҝা কথা! 
 
জািতর জনক বДবсু έশখ মুΝজবুর রহমান ও তারঁ পিরবােরর সদসҝেদর 
বব κেরািচত  হতҝাকােЦর  পর  –  তাৎϠিনক  ভােব  অেনক  জায়গায় 
ϕিতবাদ ও িবেϠাভ কের সাধারণ মানুষ, সরকারী আমলা, সংসদ সদসҝ , 
আওয়ামী  লীগ  (এবং  এর  সকল  সহেযাগী  সংগঠন)  নҝাপ,  কিমউিনѶ 
পাΜটκ ,  ছাϏ  ইউিনয়েনর অেনক  έনতা  কমλ  সহ  হাজার  হাজার  বДবсু 
মুΝজবভЅ! 
 
বДবсুর  ίসিনকরা  জািতর  িপতােক  িনম κম  ও  বব κেরািচত  ভােব  হতҝার 
ϕিতবােদ ზধু  গণতািϴক ভােব ϕিতবাদ-িবেϠাভ  িমিছলই কেরন নাই! 
হাজার  হাজার  বДবсুর  ίসিনক  সশϿ  ϕিতবাদ  এবং  ϕিতেরাধও 
কেরিছেলন!  
 
জািতর জনেকর হতҝার ϕিতবােদ অϿ হােত "জয় বাংলা’’, “জয় বДবсু" 
έѫাগােন গেজκ উঠা একদল দামাল বДবсু মুΝজবভЅ έযাдারা ভারেতর 
আসাম এবং έমঘালয় সীমােоর গােরা পাহােড় িনেজেদর আѷানা Ѹাপন 
কের  ზ჈  কেরিছেলন  ϕিতেরাধ  যুд।  ১৯৭৫  সােলর  έসেцїের  ზ჈ 

হওয়া এই έগিরলা যুд Ѹায়ী হেয়িছল ১৯৭৮ সােলর এিϕল মাস পয κо। 
 

বДবсু হতҝার পর এই িনম κম ও বব κর হতҝাকােЦর ϕিতবাদ সংগΜঠত হেত থােক। ত჈ণ ছাϏ-কমλরা চΦপ কের বেস িছল 
না। সјবত ২৪ অথবা ২৫ অগােѶই মধুর কҝািлেন ছাϏলীগ, ছাϏ ইউিনয়েনর িকছΦ  έনতা-কমλ জমােয়ত হেয়িছেলন 
ϕিতবােদ।  έসখােন  ডাকসু  সাধারণ  সѕাদক  মাহবুব  জামান  সংিϠч  ভাষণ  িদেয়িছেলন।  ϕথমবােরর  মেতা  ঢাকায় 
একΜট ঝΜটকা ϕিতবাদ  িমিছলও কেরিছেলন পুিলশ-িমিলটাির  έটর পাওয়ার আেগই। কারিফউর মেধҝই বДবсু হতҝার 
ϕিতবােদ জীবেনর ঝঁুিক িনেয় আকঁা ঢাকা িবѩিবদҝালয় এলাকায় έদয়াল ( িচকা) িলখনও έচােখ পেড়। 
 
ϕধানত  ডাকসু  এবং  ছাϏ  সংগঠনვেলার  ϕকাশҝ  উেদҝােগ  জাতীয়  έশাক  িদবস  পালন  করা  হেব  বДবсু  হতҝার 
ϕিতবাদѾ჉প।  ৪  নেভїর    ১৯৭৫  এ জাতীয়  έশাক  িদবস পালেনর  উেгেশҝ  ‘কােঁদা  বাঙািল কােঁদা’  িশরনােম  দুেটা 
িলফেলট ছাপােনা হয়- একΜট িনউজিϕেл, অনҝΜট সাদা কাগেজ। একΜট িলফেলেট বাকশাল কম κসূিচ ও তার বҝাখҝাসহ 
বДবсু হতҝার কথা এবং অনҝΜটেত ৪ নেভїর বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবােদ জাতীয় έশাক  িদবস পালেনর আহবান  িছল। 
কম κসূিচ িছল সকাল ১০টায় ডাকসুর έনতৃেЯ ঢাকা িবѩিবদҝালেয়র বটতলা έথেক ৩২ নїর বািড়র উেгেশҝ έমৗন িমিছল 
যােব। পরবতλকােল এই িলফেলটვেলা িবিল করেত িগেয় έবশিকছΦ  ছাϏকমλ έςчার হেয় কারাবরণ কেরন। 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ϕিতেরাধ যুেд ϕথম শহীদ 
বვড়া  έজলা  যুবলীেগর  তৎকালীন  সভাপিত  আবদুল  খােলক  খস჈  ভাই  '৭৫-এর  ১২  অেЄাবর  টাДাইেলর 
িনΝѥоপুেরর চের খুিনেদর িব჈েд িপতৃ হতҝার ϕিতবােদ ϕিতেরাধ যুেд ϕথম শহীদ হন। তখন তার একমাϏ সоান 
আবদুন নােসর মাহমুদ তার িϕয়তমা Ͽী িশরীেনর έকােল। 
 

জািতর  জনক  বДবсু  έশখ  মΝুজবরু  রহমান  ও  তারঁ 
পিরবােরর  সদসҝেদর  বব κেরািচত  হতҝাকােЦর  পর  – 
তাৎϠিনক ভােব অেনক জায়গায় ϕিতবাদ ও িবেϠাভ 
কের  সাধারণ  মানষু,  সরকারী আমলা,  সংসদ সদসҝ , 
আওয়ামী লীগ (এবং এর সকল সহেযাগী 
 সংগঠন)  নҝাপ,  কিমউিনѶ  পাΜটκ ,  ছাϏ  ইউিনয়েনর 
অেনক  έনতা  কমλ  সহ  হাজার  হাজার  বДবсু 
মΝুজবভЅ 
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উЅ যুд ზধুমাϏ ϕিতকী যুд িছল না, বরং ময়মনিসংহ, έশরপুর, έনϏেকাণা έজলার সীমাоবতλ অেনক বড় এলাকা 
দখল কের  িনেয়িছল বДবсু ভЅ ϕিতেরাধ  έযাдারা। সীমাоবতλ এলাকার ৫Μট 
িবিডআর  কҝাѕ  এবং  ২Μট  থানা  দখল  কের  িনেয়  িনেজেদর  িনয়ϴণ  ϕিতѮা 
কেরিছেলন  এই  έযাдারা।  তারঁা  বাংলােদেশর  বДবсুর  খুনী  সরকােরর 
έসনাবািহনী,  িবিডআর,  পুিলেশর  সােথ  অেনক  মুেখামুিখ  যুেд  অবতীণ κ 
হেয়িছেলন।  
 
ϕায়  ২  বছেরর ϕিতেরাধ  যুেд ϕায়  চার  শতািধক  বДবсু  মুΝজবভЅ ϕিতেরাধ 
έযাдা শহীদ হন। তারা "জয় বাংলা’’, “জয় বДবсু" έѽাগান িদেয় হাসেত হাসেত 
ϕাণ িবিলেয় িদেয়িছেলন জািতর জনক হতҝার ϕিতবােদ। 
 
িকᅀ , তারপেরও আওয়ামী লীগ ও বДবсু িবেরাধী িমথুҝক ও ϡҝান পাপীরা িমথҝা 
অপϕচার কের έয έদেশ বДবсু হতҝার পর έকাথায় έকান ϕিতবাদ হয় নাই! 
 
তেব ,  বাংলােদেশ  έথেক  যাওয়া  পরাΝজত  পািক  সমিথ κত  জামাত-রাজাকার-
মুসিলম লীগ-έনজােম ইসলাম-িপিডিপ έনতাকমλরা, চীনা পпীরা, নকশালপпীরা 

খুশী  হেয়িছল!  তেব  মেন  মেন!  রাѷায়  িমিছল করার  দঃুসাহস  ওেদর  িছল  না।  এই  পািক জারজেদর  ϕিত  তখনকার 
সামিরক িনয়ϴনাধীণ বДবсুর খুনীেদর সমিথ κত সরকােরর পূণ κ পৃѮেপাষকতা έমৗন এবং ϕকাশҝ সমথ κন থাকার পরও, 
তাৎϠনҝাত έতা দেুরর কথা, έকান িদনই তারা έকান িমিছল করেত পাের নাই। 
 
১৯৭৫  সােলর  ১৫  আগѶ  জািতর  জনক  বДবсু  έশখ  মুΝজবুর  রহমান  ও  তারঁ  পিরবােরর  সদসҝেদর  বব κেরািচত 
হতҝাকােЦর  পর  জািত  িবϘাо  হেয়  পড়েলও  এবং  সারােদেশ  ѩাস჈дকর  ϕিতকূল  পিরিѸিত  িবরাজ  করা  সেЯও 
চСςােম, বরვনায়,  িকেশারগেП, έনϏেকানা ,  έমাহনগП, খুলনায়, টাДাইেল, ময়মনিসংেহ সহ আরও অেনক Ѹােন 
ϕিতবাদ  ও  িবেϠাভ  িমিছল  έবর  করা  হয়।  জািতর  জনেকর  হতҝাকােЦর  ϕিতবােদ  অসংগΜঠতভােব  έমাহনগП, 
έনϏেকানায়, টাДাইেল ϕিতবাদ ও িবেϒাহ হেয়িছল।  
 
জািতর জনক বДবсুর  হতҝার ϕিতবাদ করায় এবং  খুনীেদর সােথ আেপােষ  রাΝজ না  হেয়,  খুিনেদর  έদয়া  মϴীেЯর 
ϕѷাব  ঘণৃা  ভের  িফিরেয়  έদয়ায়  -  ৪ জাতীয়  έনতা  -  ίসয়দ  নজ჈ল  ইসালাম,  তাজгুীন আহেমদ,  মনসুর আলী  ও 
কাম჈Кামান সােহবেক ϕথেম έςফতার ও পের ঢাকা έক϶ীয় কারাগাের িনম κম ভােব ও έবআইিন ভােব হতҝা করার 
কথাও আমরা সবাই জািন।  
 
জাতীয় মুΝЅবািহনী 
অেনক বДবсু ভЅ έকােনাভােবই জািতর িপতার এই নশৃংস হতҝা έমেন িনেত পােরন নাই।  
এই বব κেরািচত হতҝাকােЦর ϕিতবােদ বДবсু মুΝজবভЅরা অϿ হােত তΦ েল έনন। গঠন কেরন “জাতীয় মুΝЅ বািহনী” 
নােমর সংগঠন। ঘিনѮজনেদর  িনেয় সশϿ ϕিতেরােধর লেϠҝ έসেцїেরর έশষ  িদেক ময়মনিসংেহর সীমাо অНেল 
অবѸান έনন মুΝЅেযাдা আবদুল কােদর িসΝгকী িবেরাЫম।  
 

একই রকম িচоা িনেয় সংগΜঠত হΝИেলন বДবсুর έজҝѮপুϏ শহীদ έশখ 
কামােলর  ঘিনѮ  বсু,  ঢাকা  মহানগর  ছাϏলীেগর  তৎকালীন  সাধারণ 
সѕাদক ও পের জাতীয় ছাϏলীেগর έক϶ীয় সদসҝ ίসয়দ নু჈ল ইসলাম 
নু჈সহ  িবিভт  কেলজ  ও  অনҝানҝ  অНেলর  ছাϏলীেগর  έনতা-কমλরা। 
নেভїের  পয κায়οেম  তারঁাও  িগেয়  έযাগ  έদন  কােদর  িসΝгকীর  সেД। 
গΜঠত  হয়  জাতীয়  মুΝЅবািহনী।  অџসংখҝক  বДবсুেϕিমক  সদসҝ  িনেয় 
এই বািহনী কাজ ზ჈ করেলও έগাপন সাংগঠিনক তৎপরতার ফেল এক 
বছেরর মেধҝ িবিভт অНল έথেক ৬-৭ হাজার, কারও কারও মেত, আরও 
έবিশ, ১৫ হাজার ϕিতবাদী έযাдা এেত যুЅ হন।  
 
 

এেঁদর  মেধҝ  উেѣখেযাগҝ  সংখҝক  একাЫেরর  বীর  মুΝЅেযাдা,  কেয়কজন  জাতীয়  সংসদ  সদসҝও  িছেলন!  έযমন 
আওয়ামী  লীেগর  সােবক  গণপিরষদ  সদসҝ, আওয়ামী  লীগ  έনতা  ডা. আখলাক  έহাসাইন(মাননীয়  ϕধান  িবচারপিত 
ওবায়দুল হাসান ও ϕধানমϴীর কায κালেয় ϕাЅন সিচব এবং আওয়ামী লীেগর ২ বােরর এমিপ জনাব সাКাদলু হাসােনর 
িপতা) ,  ধম κপাশার  সংসদ  সদসҝ  আবদুল  έহিকম  έচৗধুরী,  έগৗরীপুেরর  সংসদ  সদসҝ  হােতম  আলী  তালুকদার, 
কলমাকাрার সংসদ সদসҝ আবদুল মΝজদ তারা িমঞা, চСςাম নগরীর ৩ বােরর έময়র ও আওয়ামী লীগ έনতা এিবএম 
মিহউΝгন έচৗধুরী, আবদলু লিতফ িসΝгকী (সােবক মϴী - সাংসদ), যুবলীগ έনতা έমৗলভী ίসয়দ, আওয়ামী লীগ έনতা 
এস এম ইউসুফ, ছাϏলীেগর έনতা ধীের϶েদব নাথ শমভ্Φ  (সােবক এমিপ), ছাϏলীেগর তৎকালীন আоজκািতক িবষয়ক 
সѕাদক দীপВর তালুকদার (সােবক মϴী-এমিপ), নারায়ণগП ছাϏলীেগর έনতা নািসম ওসমান (শামীম ওসমােনর বড় 
ভাই, সােবক সংসদ সদসҝ ও ϕিতমϴী), সুনামগেПর সাচনার কমেরড ব჈ণ রায়, έনϏেকানার আওয়ামী লীগ έনতা ডা. 
জগদীশ  চ϶ দЫ,  বვড়া  έজলা  যুবলীেগর তৎকালীন সভাপিত আবদলু খােলক খস჈,  ছাϏলীগ  έনতা সলুতান  έমাঃ 

১৯৭৫ সােল বДবсু হতҝার পর বাДালীর ϕিতবাদ, ϕিতেরাধ 
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মনসুর (ডাকসুর সােবক িভিপ, সােবক সাংসদ), ঢাকা কেলেজর ইউনুস ভাই, রউফ িশকদার ভাই, আমার ϕাইমারী 
Ѵুেলর সহপাঠΣ ঢাকা বািনΝজҝক কেলেজর έমাবারক έহােসন έসিলম, আমার Ѵুল এবং ঢাকা কেলেজর সহপাঠΣগন - 
শামীম  έমাঃ  আফজাল(সােবক  মহাপিরচালক,  ইসলািমক  ফাউেнশন),  ঢাকা  কেলজ  ছাϏলীেগর  έনতা  ইউনুস, 
আইিডয়াল কেলজ ছাϏলীেগর তৎকালীন সভাপিত আяসু সামাদ  িপনট্Φ , ঢাকা কেলেজর অনুজ έমাতােহর  έহােসন 
έমাѣা সহ হাজার হাজার বДবсুর পরীিϠত ίসিনক খনুী έগাѶΣ এবং খুনী সরকােরর িব჈েд যুд έঘাষণা কেরন!  
 

একই  কারেন  এবং  উেгেশҝ  তদািনоন  έক϶ীয়  ও  ϕভাবশালী 
আওয়ামী লীগ έনতা Νজѣুর রহমান, আяরু রাКাক, έতাফােয়ল 
আহেমদ,  আিমর  έহােসন  আমু,  মিতয়া  έচৗধুরী  (   তখন  উিন 
নҝেপর  έনতা) ,    ডাঃ  এস  এ  মােলক,  ফিরদপুেরর  শামসুΝгন 
έমাѣা,  চСςােমর  ইΝПিনয়ার  έমাশাররফ  έহােসন, 
আখতা჈Кামান έচৗধুরী বাবু, এম এ মাтান, িসরাজলু হক িময়া, 
আবদুѣা  আল  হা჈ন  έচৗধুরী,    আেনায়ার  έচৗধুরী,  মিফজলু 
ইসলাম  έচৗধুরী,  রওশন  আলী,  কাম჈Кামান  ( িশϠক  έনতা), 
মনজ჈ুল আহসান খান  (  িসিপিব  έনতা) মেয়জউΝгন আহমদ, 
খােলদ έমাহাљদ আলী, এস এম ইউসুফ, খрকার ইিলয়াস, নু჈ল 
ইসলাম,  ইসমত  কািদর  গামা,  শিফকুল আΝজজ  মুকুল,  ফিকর 
আবদুর রাКাক খােলদ খরুরম ওবায়দুল কােদর, বাহলুল মজনু 

চΦ тু, খ ম জাহাДীর, আ র ম উবায়দুল  মুকতািদর,  έমামতাজ έহােসন, হািববুর রহমান খান,  মুকুল  έবাস, সম সালাম, 
জাহাДীর কবীর নানক, বজলুর রহমান (έনϏীর সােবক িপএস), পাবনার ছাϏলীগ έনতা রিফকুল ইসলাম বকুল, έমা 
সাহাবুΝгন  চΦপপ্ু  (বতκমােন  রাϻপিত)  ,  ফজলুল  হক  মনট্Φ ,  έবিব  ইসলাম,  আবুল  কালাম আযাদ,  έরজাউল  রিহম 
লাল,মানু মজমুদার সহ হাজার হাজার আওয়ামী লীগ, ছাϏলীগ,  যুবলীগ έনতা-কমλরা হতҝা,  έজল জলুুম সহ  িবিভт 
ধরেনর িনয κাতেনর িশকার হন।  
 
ছাϏ ইউিনয়েনর έনতােদর মেধҝ িছেলন ডাকসুর িভিপ মুজািহদুল ইসলাম έসিলম, সাধারণ সѕাদক মাহবুব জামান, 
আবদুল কাইয়ুম  মুকুল, কাজী আকরাম  έহােসন অজয় দাশვч,  মৃণাল সরকার, কাম჈ল আহসান খান,  খрকার 
শওকত έহােসন ϕমুখ! 

 
১৯৭৫  সােলর  ১৫ই 
আগѶ  Ѿাধীন 
বাংলােদেশর  Ѹপিত 
বДবсু  έশখ  মুΝজবুর 
রহমানেক  সপিরবাের 
হতҝার  পর  έসিদনই 
ঢাকার  িকছΦ   এলাকায়, 
έতজগাঁ,  িমরপেুর এবং 
ঢাকার  বাইের  িবিভт 
জায়গায়,  চСςােম, 
বরვনায়, 
িকেশারগেП,  খুলনায়, 
টাДাইেল, 
ময়মনিসংেহ,  ίভরব, 
বরვনা  সহ  আেরা 
কেয়কΜট  έছাট  শহের, 
এলাকায়  ϕিতবাদ 
হেলও,  ঢাকায়  ϕথম 
ϕকাশҝ  ϕিতবাদ 
হেয়িছল  ২০έশ 
অেЄাবর, ১৯৭৫৷ আর 
έস  ϕিতবাদ 
কেরিছেলন  ছাϏরা৷ 
তখন ছাপােনা হেয়িছল 
ϕিতবাদী িলফেলট৷ এই 
িলফেলট  পুেরা  ঢাকা 
শহের  ছড়ােনা 
হেয়িছল৷  িলফেলট 
িবতরণ  িগেয়  έবশ 

কেয়কজন আওয়ামী লীগ – ছাϏ লীগ έনতা কমλ έςফতারও হেয়িছেলন৷ আর ঢাকা িবѩিবদҝালেয় জাতীয় ছাϏলীেগর 
জিД িমিছল έতা অেনেকই িনজ έচােখ έদেখেছন! 
 Continued on Page 18 

১৯৭৫ সােল বДবсু হতҝার পর বাДালীর ϕিতবাদ, ϕিতেরাধ 



Volume1 Issue 9 email: contact@globalcdg.org                                                          August 20  2025 

Page  18  The Spotlight GCDG Newsletter                                                              Vol1 Issue 9 

 
উপেরর ছিবვেলা ১৯৭১ সােলর আমােদর মুΝЅযুেдর নয়। ছিবვেলা জািতর জনেকর হতҝার ϕিতবােদ অϿ হােত "জয় 
বাংলা, জয় বДবсু"  έѫাগােন গেজκ উঠা একদল দামাল  έযাдার যারা ভারেতর আসাম এবং  έমঘালয় সীমােоর গােরা 
পাহােড় িনেজেদর আѷানা Ѹাপন কের ზ჈ কেরিছেলন ϕিতেরাধ যুд। 
 
১৯৭৫ সােলর নেভїের ზ჈ হওয়া এই যুд Ѹায়ী হেয়িছল ১৯৭৭ সােলর জলুাই মাস পয κо। 
তখনকার ϕিতকূল পিরিѸিতেতও বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবােদ মৃতΦ ҝ-έজল িনΝѥত έজেনও ϕিতবাদ কেরেছন অেনক বДবсু 
ভЅ ও সমথ κক। চСςাম  যুবলীগ সভাপিত έমৗলভী  ίসয়দ সহ জািতর  িপতার হাজার হাজার অনুসারীেদর হতҝা-έজল-
জলুুম-িনয κাতন কেরও বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ–ϕিতেরাধ-ϕিতেশাধ বс করা যায় নাই। 
 
বরვনায় বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদঃ  
বДবсু হতҝার পর ১৯৭৫ এর ১৫ আগѭ সকােল ϕথম সংঘΜটত ϕিতেরাধ হয় বরვনা মহকুমার  আমতলীেত, বামনায়, 
έবতাগীেত, পাথরঘাটায়। ১৯৭৫ সােল বরვনা মহকুমার এসিডও িসরাজ উгীন আহেমদ, িতনজন সংসদ সদসҝ-এমিপ 
আসমত আলী িসকদার, শাহাজাদা আবদুল মােলক খান, িনজাম উΝгন আহেমদ ঐকҝবд পিরকџনা কের িবেϒােহর। 
১৯৭৫ সােলর ১৫ আগѶ বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ করার অিভেযােগ অেনেক έςফতার হেয়িছেলন তারা দুই έথেক িতন 
বছর  έজেল  িছেলন। ৯বДবсু  হতҝার ϕিতবাদ কের  চাকির  হািরেয়িছেলন  িসরাজ উদ ্দীন আহেমদ বরვনা মহকুমার 
ϕশাসক (এসিডও)! 
 
বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ কের চСςােমর মানুষঃ 
ϕিতকূল পিরিѸিতেত আওয়ামী লীগ ও বДবсু έϕিমক-সমথ κকরা আрর  িকѣার έমাড় ও  িনউ মােকκট এলাকার  িবিভт 
Ѹােন হҝাн έςেনেডর িবেѱারণ ঘΜটেয় বДবсু হতҝার ϕথম ϕিতবাদ কের চСςােমর মানুষঃ 
 
চСςােমর যুবলীগ সভাপিত έমৗলভী ίসয়দ আহমদেক হতҝাঃ 
জািতর জনক বДবсুেক হতҝার ϕিতবােদ চСςােম ϕিতেরাধ আেрালন গেড় তΦ লেল  যুবলীগ সভাপিত έমৗলভী  ίসয়দ 
আহমদ  সহ  তারঁ  আেরা  কেয়কজন  সহেযাগীেক  পাহাড়তলীর  έসვনবািগচা  এলাকায়  έবয়েনট  চাজκ  ও  ვিল  কের 
ϕকােশҝ িদবােলােক হতҝা করা হয়! 
 
έনϏেকানার έমাহনগেП িবেϠাভ ও ϕিতবাদ িমিছলঃ  
বДবсু হতҝার পর ১৯৭৫ এর ১৫ আগѭ সকাল ১১টায় িеতীয় ϕিতবাদ িবেϠাভΜট অনুΜѮত হয় έনϏেকানার হাওরেবΜѭত 
উপেজলা  έমাহনগেП। সােবক গণপিরষদ সদসҝ, আওয়ামী  লীগ  έনতা  ডা. আখলাকুর  έহাসাইেনর  িনেদκেশ  ছাϏলীগ, 
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যুবলীগ ও আওয়ামী লীেগর  িকছΦ সংখҝক সদসҝ  έমাহনগেП ϕিতবাদ  িমিছল  έবর কেরন।  িমিছলΜট  িশয়ালজািন  িϗজ 
έথেক  লুিহয়ার  মাঠ পয κо  িগেয়  έশষ  হয়।  িমিছেল  έমাহনগП থানা আওয়ামী  লীেগর তৎকালীন  έসেοটাির আবদুল 
কুгুস আজাদ, ছাϏলীগ সভাপিত আেЃব আলী, আবদুল ওিহদ, কাНন έচয়ারমҝান, έমাখেলছ, Ѿপন চр ϕমুখ অংশ 
έনন। 
 
ঢাকার, ফিরদপেুরর, বিরশােলর ১০ মুΝЅেযাдার জািতর জনেকর খেুনর বদলা িনেত আЮঘািত έѴায়াড গঠন 
জািতর জনক বДবсু έশখ মুΝজবুর রহমােনর খুেনর বদলা িনেত মুΝЅেযাдা অমল িমϏ ও সালাউΝгনসহ ফিরদপুেরর 
ফা჈ক, মাইদুল, সেоাষ এবং বিরশােলর শাহজাহানসহ έমাট ১০ জেনর একΜট আЮঘািত έѴায়াড গঠন কের ভারত 
έথেক ছয় মােসর ϕিশϠণ  িনেয়  ১৯৭৮ সােল  έদেশ  িফের এেল  Νজয়াউর  রহমান সরকার এেদরেক  έςফতার কের 
έজেল পাঠায় এবং মারাЯক িনয κাতন έদশেϒািহতার ѾীকােরাΝЅ আদায় করেত সফল হয়িন। 
 
িকেশারগেП ১৯৭৫ এর ১৫ আগেѶ িবেϠাভ ও ϕিতবাদ িমিছলঃ 
১৫ আগেѶ  বДবсুর  হতҝাকােЦর পর জীবেনর  ঝঁুিক  িনেয়  ওইিদনই  সকােল  িকেশারগП শহের ϕথম  িবেϠাভ  ও 
ϕিতবাদ  িমিছল  কেরন  তখনকার  ছাϏেনতারা ,  আজেকর  এҝাডেভােকট  অেশাক  সরকার,  এҝাডেভােকট,  ভূেপ϶ 
έভৗিমক έদালন,  হািববুর রহমান মুক্তΦ , έগাপাল দাস, আকবর έহােসন খান, পীযূষ সরকার ϕমুখ। 
 
িবেদেশ ϕিতবাদ হেয়িছলঃ  
মালেয়িশয়ার মারেদকা কােপর έখলােত ϕিতবাদঃ  
১৫ আগেѶ মালেয়িশয়ার মারেদকা কাপ ϕিতেযািগতায়  έশষ মҝােচ দিϠণ  έকািরয়ার  িবপেϠ  έখলার আেগ জাতীয় 
দেলর  ফুটবলাররা ঘাতকেদর  িনম κম  বুেলেটর আঘােত জািতরজনক সপিরবাের  িনহত খবরΜট মালেয়িশয়া বেস ზέন 
তৎϠণাৎ িসдাо িনেয় কােলা বҝােজর পাশাপািশ লাল-সবুজ পতাকা অধ κনিমত έরেখ ϕতীিক ϕিতবাদ জািনেয়েছিছল! 
 
সইুেডেন বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ ও িবচােরর দাবীঃ  
১৯৭৯ সােলর ১০ έম Ѷকেহােম অনুΜѮত সব κ ইউেরাপীয় বাকশােলর সেљলেন সমােবেশ বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ ও 
িবচােরর  জনҝ  বাংলােদশ  সরকােরর  ওপর  চাপ  সৃΜѭ  করেত  বДবсুর  কিনѮ  কনҝা  έশখ  έরহানা  িবѩবাসীর  কােছ 
আেবদন জািনেয়িছেলন!  
 
লнন ◌ঃ 
১৯৮০ সােলর  ১৬ আগѶ পূব κ  লнেনর  ইয়কκ  হেল  যুЅরাজҝϕবাসী  বাঙািলেদর  এক  সমােবেশ  έশখ  হািসনা  ϕধান 
অিতিথ এবং সҝার টমাস উইিলয়ামস িকউিস এমিপ ϕধান বЅা িছেলন। িϗΜটশ কনজারেভΜটভ পাΜটκর পϠ έথেক ড. 
কন κরাড উড ও έলবার পাΜটκর দুজন পাল κােমл সদসҝ বЅবҝ έদন। 
 
১৯৮০  সােলর  ১৯  έসেцїর  লнেনর  হাউস  অব  কমেхর  িনকটবতλ  কুрনু  έরসট্Φ েরেл  এক  সংবাদ  সেљলেনর 
মাধҝেম সҝার টমাস উইিলয়ামস িকউিস এমিপ বДবсু হতҝাকােЦর ϕিতবাদ এবং তদо কিমশন গঠেনর আনুѮািনক 
έঘাষণা িদেয়িছেলন । έসই কিমশেনর έচয়ারমҝান িছέলন সҝার টমাস উইিলয়ামস, সদসҝরা িছেলন έনােবল শািо পুরѴার 
িবজয়ী িবখҝাত আইিরশ আইনজীবী সন মҝাকϗাইড, έলবার পাΜটκর আইনিবষয়ক মুখপাϏ έজফির টমাস িকউিস এমিপ 
এবং সিলিসটার অেϗ έরাজ। 
 
চСςােম জাসদ έনতা মাইনুΝгন খান বাদল (সােবক এমিপ) এর ϕিতবাদ ও ϕিতেরাধঃ 
জাতীয়  সমাজতািϴক  দল  (জাসদ)-এর  িনব κাহী  সভাপিত  মাইনুΝгন  খান  বাদল  এমিপ  জাতীয়  সংসদ  সহ  িবিভт 
টকেশােত জািনেয়  িছেলন  έয, জািতর জনক বДবсু  έশখ  মুΝজবুর  রহমান ও তারঁ পিরবােরর সদসҝেদর  বব κেরািচত 
হতҝাকােЦর পর έবায়ালখালীেত িতিন সহ সাংবািদক জাসদ έনতৃবрৃ িলফেলট িবতরণ ও έদয়াল িলখনীর মাধҝেম এই 
হতҝাকােЦর ϕিতবাদ কের  ϕিতবাদী আেрালন কেরিছেলন।  িতিন আরও  বেলন,  “আমরা  পিরѬার  ভােব  সব  সময় 
বলেত  চাই,  জািতর  ϕিত  অবদান  ও আЮতҝাগ  এবং  মুΝЅযুেдর  έচনার  জনҝ আমরা  জািতর  জনক  বДবсু  έশখ 
মুΝজেবর আদেশ κর অনুসারী।” 
 
বДবсু হতҝার বদলা িনেত আнারςাউн ϕিশϠণ έক϶ঃ 
বাশঁখালী  উপেজলা  মুΝЅেযাдা  কমাнার  সুভাষ  আচায κ  বДবсুেক  হতҝার  ϕিতবােদ  আেрালন  সংগΜঠত  করেত 
তৎকালীন  চСςাম  যুবলীগ সভাপিত  έমৗলভী  ίসয়দ এর  সেД  έযাগােযাগ কের  এবং কেয়কজন  বДবсু  ίসিনকেক 
বাশঁখালী, মেহশখালী ও έবায়ালখালেত আнারςাউн ϕিশϠণ έকে϶ পাΜঠেয়িছেলন। 
 
বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ করায় ছাϏলীগ έনতার ফািঁসর আেদশঃ  
বДবсু  হতҝার  ϕিতবাদ  এবং ϕিতেশাধ  έনওয়ায় ফািঁসর আসামী  হেয়  ৭  বছর ফািঁসকােѮর ϕতীϠায়  এবং কনেডম 
έসেল  িছেলন  ময়মনিসংেহর  নািসরাবাদ  মহািবদҝালেয়র  ছাϏলীগ  έনতা  িবএসিসর  ছাϏ  ১৯  বছেরর  টগবগ  যুবক 
িবѩΝজৎ নрী। ১৯৭৭ সােলর ১৮ই έম ২ নїর িবেশষ সামিরক আদালত বাংলােদশ দЦিবিধর ১২১ έমাতােবক িবѩΝজৎ 
নрীর ফািঁসর িনেদκশ িদেল ზ჈ হয় তারঁ কনেডম έসেলর জীবন। তেব িবѩΝজৎ έসৗভাগҝবান। িবѩΝজৎ এর মুΝЅর জনҝ 
িবѩবҝাপী আেрালন ზ჈ হয়। ভারেতর ϕধানমϴী ইΝрরা গাсীসহ ϕভাবশালী িবѩেনতারা িবѩΝজৎেক সমথ κন কেরন। 
এই পিরেϕিϠেত তৎকালীন  έসনা সরকার  িবѩΝজেতর ফািঁস মওকুফ কের তােঁক যাবКীবন έদয়। পের সব আইিন 

১৯৭৫ সােল বДবсু হতҝার পর বাДালীর ϕিতবাদ, ϕিতেরাধ 
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ϕΝοয়া সমাч কের ১৯৮৯ সােলর ১৪ িডেসїর έক϶ীয় কারাগার έথেক িতিন মুЅ হন। έসিদন έজল έথেক মুЅ হেতই 
আওয়ামী লীগ সভাপিত έশখ হািসনা তােক ফুেলর মালা িদেয় বরন কের তােক সেД িনেয়ই ধানমΝнর ৩২ নїর বািড়েত 
যান। έসখােনই িবѩΝজৎ নрীর থাকার বҝবѸা কের িদেয়িছেলন বДবсু কনҝা। 
 
ঢাকায় ১৯৭৫ সােলর ১৫ই আগѶ ঝΜটকা িমিছল ও ϕকাশҝ ϕিতবাদ িমিছলঃ  
১৯৭৫ সােলর ১৫ই আগѶ বДবсু হতҝাকােнর পেরই ঢাকায় কাফুκ িদেয় রাখা হেয়িছল একািধক িদন। রাজপেথ এবং 
সারা έদেশ িছল খাকী ও কােলা έপাশাক ধারী έসনা বািহনী। এছাড়া ১৯৭৫ সােল έতা έটিলেযাগােযাগ বҝবѸা আজেকর 
মত এত ভােলা িছল না। έবতার আর সংবাদপϏই িছল মূল ভরসা।  
 
তাই এক জায়গার খবর আেরক জায়গায় έপৗছােনা তখন  িনѥয়ই সময়সােপϠ বҝাপার  িছল। সুতরাং এই সব Ѹােনর 
ϕিতবােদর কথা তাৎϠিনকভােব অনҝ Ѹােন যায় নাই, এটা বলাই বাহলূҝ।  
 
এছাড়া ইিতহাস έঘেট έদখা যায় έসই সময় Ϗােসর রাজЯ কােয়ম কের বДবсুর নাম έনয়াও িনিষд কের έরেখিছল খুনী 
έমাশতাক/খুনী  Νজয়ার  সরকার।  এমন  িক আরও  পের  ১৯৭৬  সােলর  ২৩ অেЄাবর  বДবсুর  বাসভবনѸ অিফেসর 
কম κকতκা মুিহতΦ ল ইসলাম লালবাগ থানায় বДবсু হতҝা মামলা ჈জ ুকরেত িগেয়িছেলন। িকᅀ এজাহােরর িববরণ ზেন 
মামলা না  িনেয়  িডউΜট অিফসার মুিহতΦ ল ইসলােমর গােল থাщড় έমের বেলিছল  ‘তΦ ইও মরিব, আমােদরও মারিব’। এই 
িছল তখন ϕশাসেনর অবѸҝা! 
 
তারপেরও  ঢাকা  শহেরর  িবিভт  Ѹােন  ১৯৭৫  সােলর  ১৫ই  আগѶ  ঝΜটকা  ও  έছাট  আকাের  ϕিতবাদ  িমিছল  হয়। 
έসেцїর মােস ϕায় ϕিতিদন ঢাকা  িবѩিবদҝালেয় ϕিতবাদ  িমিছল হত। তেব ϕকাশҝ  িবশাল ϕিতবাদ  িমিছল হেয়িছল 
২০έশ অেЄাবর। এই অধমও এই ধরেনর কয়কΜট িমিছেল অংশ ςহন কেরিছল! 
 
ঢাকা িবѩিবদҝালেয়র কলাভবন, মধুর কҝািлন, কাজκন হলসহ পুেরা  িবѩিবদҝালয় এলাকায় έপাѶার ও έদয়াল িলখেন 
ভিরেয় έদন। έদয়াল িলখেনর ভাষা  িছল ‘জয় বাংলা, জয় বДবсু' ,  ‘এক মুΝজেবর রЅ έথেক লϠ মুΝজব জф έনেব’। 
ছাϏলীগ ও ছাϏ ইউিনয়েনর উেদҝােগ সংςামী ছাϏ সমােজর বҝানাের এভােবই ঢাকায় ϕথম বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবাদ 
জানান হয়। 
 
৪ নেভїর হাজার হাজার ছাϏ িমিছল িনেয় ধানমΝнর ৩২ নїেরর বাসায় যান, έসখােন িনহেতর জনҝ গােয়বানা জানাযা 
έশেষ ϕিতবাদ সমােবশ কেরন। উЅ সমােবশ  έথেক  έফরার পেথ তারা জানেত পােরন আেগর রােত ঢাকা  έক϶ীয় 
কারাগাের ৪ জাতীয় έনতােক হতҝা করা হেয়েছ। এেত িবেϠােভ έফেট পেড় পুেরা ছাϏসমাজ, তারা পরিদন আধা έবলা 
হরতাল পালন কের এবং হরতাল έশেষ বায়তΦ ল έমাকাররেম গােয়বানা জানাযা পড়া হয়। 
 
পϏপΝϏকায় ϕিতেরাধ যুдঃ  
১৯৭৬ সােলর ২০-২১ জানুয়াির কলকাতার আনрবাজার পΝϏকায় έবশ ვ჈Я সহকাের কাভােরজ έদওয়া হয়। এিদন 
পΝϏকার έহিডং িছল - কংশ নদীর উЫরাংেশর ৩০০ বগ κমাইল এলাকা বাঘা বািহনীর দখেল έশখ মুΝজব হতҝার ϕিতেরাধ 
চলেছ। Ϝেдয়বগাফফার έচৗধুরী সѕািদত বাংলার ডাক, কিব িনম κেলр ুვণ সѕািদত 'িবр ুিবр ুরЅ' এবং অধҝাপক 
সুদীপ চοবতλ সѕািদত ইংেরΝজ পΝϏকা  'έসানার বাংলা' এবং ভারত έথেক ϕকািশত  ‘জয়বাংলা’ পΝϏকায়  িনয়িমত 
ϕিতেরাধ যুেдর খবরা খবর ϕকািশত হেতা। 
 
আরও অেনক অখҝাত, অপিরিচত বДবсু ভЅ ও সমথ κক ϕিতবাদ কেরনঃ 
বতκমােন কানাডা ϕবাসী মাহফুজলু বারীও বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবােদ ভারেত িগেয় ϕিশϠণ িনেয় έদেশ িফের এেসিছেলন। 
έদেশর সািব κক অবѸা, বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবােদ গেড় উঠা আেрালেনর িচϏ ও খুিনেদর মুেখাশ উেфাচণ করেত ভারত 
έথেক ‘জয়বাংলা’ নামক একΜট সংবাদপϏ ϕকাশ কের তা বাংলােদেশ পাঠাέনা হেতা !  
বДবсু হতҝার ϕিতবােদ সশϿ ϕিতেরাধযুд ზ჈ করায় ফািঁসর দЦ মাথায়  িনেয় ২৩ বছর έমঘালেয় পািলেয়  িছেলন 
έশখর । 
 
১৯৭৫ এ বДবсু হতҝাকােнর পেরই আওয়ামী লীেগর έনতা কমλেদর উপর চলিছল  িনয κাতেনর έরালার  িѶমার। খুনী 
সরকার হাজার হাজার আওয়ামী লীেগর, ছাϏ লীেগর , যুব লীেগর έনতা কমλেক হতҝা ও έςফতার কের।  
 
সবেশেষ তাই  বলেত চাই,    ১৯৭৫ সােলর  ১৫ই আগѶ Ѿাধীন  বাংলােদেশর Ѹপিত  বДবсু  έশখ  মুΝজবুর  রহমানেক 
সপিরবাের হতҝার পর έকান ϕিতবাদ হয়িন – এΜট একΜট ডাহা িমথҝা!  
 
এখনও  এই  ধরেনর  িমথҝা  ϕচারনা  যারা  কেরন,  তােদর  উгেশҝ  বলিছ  –  এর  জনҝ  আপনােদর  পূব κসূিরেদর  উপর 
আѣাহর অিভশাপ – έসই ১৯৭৫ έথেকই বিষ κত হেИ, আর তােঁদর Ѹান হেয়েছ ইিতহােসর জঘনҝ ডাѶিবেন! আর এই 
ধরেনর Ϙাо ধারনা যারা এখেনা মেন έপাষণ কেরন –বা যােদর মেন এখেনা রেয় έগেছ –তারা যত তাড়াতািড় έসই Ϙাо 
ধারন ও িমথҝা έথেক έবিরেয় আসেবন - ততই তােদর জনҝ ভােলা।  তা নাহেল , তােদর পূব κসূিরেদর মত, έসই িমথҝুকেদর 
মত - ইিতহােসর ডাѶিবেনই তােদরও Ѹান হেব! এই জীবেন έকাথাও শািо ѾΝѷও পােব না!  
 
έদেশ-  িবেদেশ έকাথাও আমরা শাΝѷেত έনই - ѾΝѷেত έনই। আমরা ზধু হা- ቍতাশ কের,এক έদশ έথেক অনҝেদশ - 

১৯৭৫ সােল বДবсু হতҝার পর বাДালীর ϕিতবাদ, ϕিতেরাধ 

Continued on Page 21 
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এক মহােদশ έথেক অনҝ মহােদেশ যাযাবর - এর মত ზধু ঘুেড় έবড়াΝИ - িѸিতশীল হেত পারিছ না, শাΝѷ পাΝИ না, 
ѾΝѷ পাΝИ না έকাথাও। ২/১ জন έকউ έকাথাও শাΝѷ - ѾΝѷ έপেলও, তার অনҝানҝ আЮীয় Ѿজন έকউ শাΝѷেত έনই, 
ѾΝѷেত έনই। তার কারণ  িবগত  িদন ვেলােত জািত  িহসােব আমরা আমােদর জািতর  িপতােক যথাযথ সљান έদই 
নাই। 
 
তাই, আসুন এবােরর, ২০২৫ এর জাতীয়  έশাক  িদবেসর ϕাЃােল, আমরা সবাই ϕিতϡা কির  - ჊দেয়র অоѸল 
έথেক  আমােদর  িনগাধ  ভালাবাসা,  অনুরাগ  ও  Ϝдার  অঘ κҝ  অপ κন  করেবা-  জািতর  িপতা  বДবсু  έশখ  মুΝজবুর 
রহমানেক।  
পরম ক჈ণাময় আѣাহর কােছ তারঁ আЮার শািо কামনা করেবা।  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
িনঃসংেকাচ িচেЫ, গব κভের, Ϝдার সােথ - বДবсুর নাম উЗারণ করেবা। আমরা 'জয় বাংলা' , ‘জয় বДবсু’ বলেবা।  
ϕিতবছর ৭ই মাচκ , ১৭ই মাচκ , ১৫ই আগѭ পালন করেবা - Ѿতসফু্তκ ভােব।  
এই έহাক আমােদর ϕিতϡা।  
 
এটাই হেব আমােদর তারঁ ঋণ έশােধর একমাϏ উপায়। 
 
“একিদন έথেম যায় সব সুর, গীত, 
ধূিলেত মিলন হয় সমৃд έসানালী অতীত । 
έকবল অমর থােক, έতামার কীিত κ সুমহান, 
Ѽৃিতেত অњান, জািতর িপতা বДবсু έশখ মুΝজবুর রহমান । 
 
 
জয় বাংলা  
জয় বДবсু 
 
 
 

সিফকুর রহমান ভΦঁ ইয়া অনু, 
  

বাংলােদশ, মধҝϕাচҝ এবং িনউΝজলҝােн দীঘ κ অিভϡতা সমৃг ϕেকৗশলী 
িনউΝজলҝেнর অকেলҝেн বাংলােদশ সরকােরর সােবক অনারারী কনসলু (েফቄয়ারী ২০১৬ - জানুয়ারী ২০২৫),  

E-mail: srbanunz@gmail.com 

১৯৭৫ সােল বДবсু হতҝার পর বাДালীর ϕিতবাদ, ϕিতেরাধ 

িনঃসংেকাচ িচেȲ, গবǭভের, ɷȻার সােথ - 
বȉবɅুর নাম উȍারণ করেবা। আমরা 'জয় 
বাংলা', -জয় বȉবɅ- বলেবা।  
ɓিতবছর ৭ই মাচǭ, ১৭ই মাচǭ, ১৫ই আগɽ 
পালন করেবা - ʍতʌুতǭ ভােব।  
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উЫরবেД বДবсুঃ Ѽৃিতর মিণেকাঠা 
 

বীর মুΝЅেযাдা শহীদলু ইসলাম বাবলু 
 

সময় কাল ষােটর দশেকর έশষ ভাগ। রংপুের এেলন পূব κ পািকѷােনর এক রাজনীিতক। έলাকমান Μঠকাদােরর বাসায় 
উঠেলন এই έনতা। έলাকমান Μঠকাদার সКন বҝΝЅ। আওয়ামী লীেগর সমথ κক। έবশ জনিϕয় এই মানুষΜট। তারঁ নাম 
Ѽরেণ έরেখ মহѣার নাম রাখা হেয়েছ "Μঠকাদার পাড়া"। পুরেনা আমেলর একΜট জীপ িছেলা έলাকমান Μঠকাদােরর। 
এই জীেপ কেরই এই রাজৈনিতক έনতা কুিড়ςাম, গাইবাсা, নীলফামাির সহ রংপুর সদর এ ৬ দফার সমথ κেন সভা 
কের έবড়ােতন। এর অংশ িহেসেব রংপুেরর িমঠাপকুুর এলাকার রাণীপকুুের জনসভায় যাবার কথা। রাণীপকুুর έথেক 
ইয়ািসন মнল έক দািয়Я έদয়া হেয়েছ έনতােক িনেয় যাবার। দুপরু έথেক ზ჈ হেলা িবϘাট। έলাকমান Μঠকাদার এর 
জীপ গািড়টা চলেছ না, গҝােরজ এ পাΜঠেয়েছন Μঠক করােত। έনতা রাΝজ না অেপϠা করেত, ইয়ািসন মнলেক 
Νজেϡস করেলন, অনҝ িক ভােব যাওয়া যােব রাণীপকুুর।  
 
 

 
 
 
 
] 
 
 
 
 
আওয়ামী লীেগর ত჈ন সংগঠক জানােলন, বვড়া বাসѭҝাн έথেক একΜট জীপ যায় έভЦাবািড় έথেক, έসটা রংপুর 
মহানগর এলাকার বვড়া বাসѭাн έথেক ছােড় িবেকল ৩ টার িদেক। έনতা ইয়ািসন মЦলেক িনেয় এেলন বাসѭҝােн। 
ঝােমলা έযিদন বােধ, έসিদন সবিদক έথেকই বােধ। έয জীপ গািড়টা যাবার কথা έসটাও যােব না, έচইন মাѭার 
জানােলন। িক করা, আকΝѼক ভােব έনতা Νজেϡস করেলন ইয়ািসনেক, এখােন একটা বাই সাইেকল পাওয়া যােব!  
অবাক িবѼেয় ইয়ািসন তািকেয় থাকেলন έনতার িদেক। কারণ έনতার নাম έশখ মুΝজবর রহমান।  এর মােঝই έজলা 
এবং মফѾেল έশানা যােИ এই έনতার নাম। গড়পড়তা বাংগালীর έথেক উЗতা অেনক έবিশ, έচােখ έমাটা έϖেমর 

চশমা, হােত পাইপ, তােত এিরনমুেরর তামাক। έতা 
ইিন সাইেকল িনেয় িক করেবন? ধমক লাগােলন 
έশখ মুΝজব। অџ পিরচেয় তΦ িম έথেক তΦই এ ডাক 
έদন। έসভােবই বলেলন,  έতাের έযমন বলিছ 
έতমন, একটা সাইেকল মҝােনজ কের িনেয় আয়। 
এক অবাক িবѼয় িনেয় ইয়ািসন মЦল িনেয় 
আসেলন একটা সাইেকল, ইয়ািসন মЦল έক 
সামেন বিসেয়, έশখ মুΝজব সাইেকল চািলেয় 
রাণীপুকুর এর জনসভায় έপৗηছােলন। আিম বিল, 
έদশ বেরণҝ এই έনতার শΝЅশালী পােয়র চােপ 
সাইেকেলর চাকা ঘরুেছ, έসই সােথ পূব κ পািকѷােনর 
ςােম গেП ছিড়েয় পড়েছ ৬ দফা, তার সােথ ছাϏ 
সমােজর ১১ দফা যুЅ হেয়, এক সময় তা হেয় যায় 
এক দফা! Ѿাধীনতা!  
 

রংপুেরর িমঠাপকুুর থানার রাণী পকুুর বাজােরর 
পােশ έয মােঠ বংগবсু জনসভা কেরিছেলন, 
έসখােনই বেস নёই এর দশেকর মাঝামাΝঝ সমেয় 
আিম আওয়ামী লীেগর শত সহϞ তҝাগী কমλেদর 
একজন, ইয়ািসন মЦল এর কাছ έথেক ზিন এই 
িবরল ঘটনা। তার সােথ যুЅ কেরন ইয়ািসন আর 
একΜট ইিতহাস। সময়  

Continued on Page 23 
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কাল সјবত ১৯৭৩। বДবсু έশখ মুΝজব έথেক িতিন তখন জািতর িপতা এবং সদҝ Ѿাধীন একΜট έদেশর ϕধানমϴী। 
রংপুের আসেছন িপতা। পাঠক έদর অবগিতর জনҝ বলিছ, ঢাকা -έততΦ িলয়া মহাসড়েক িমঠাপুকুর হেয়ই রংপুর 
মহানগর এলাকায় έযেত হয়। রংপুের যাবার পেথ িমঠাপুকুর এলাকায় বЅবҝ িদΝИেলন বংগবсু। ზেনিছ ঈগল 
পািখ অেনক দরূ έথেক έদখেত পায়, έতমন অসাধারণ একেজাড়া έচাখ িছেলা জনেকর। έশানা যায়, অসংখҝ কমλ 
সংগঠক έদর নাম মেন রাখেত পারেতন িতিন। িতিন έদখেলন িমঠাপকুুর এর জনসভায় হাজােরা মানুেষর ভীেড় 
ইয়ািসন মЦলেক। বЅবҝ έশষ কের, Ѹানীয় এমিপ এডেভােকট হািমদুКামানেক বলেলন, ইয়ািসনেক তার গািড় 
বহের তΦ েল িনেয় সািকκট হাউেস িনেয় আসেত, িতিন িকছΦ Ϡেণর জনҝ একােо ইয়ািসন মЦেলর সােথ কথা বলেত 
চান।  
 
পাঠক, যারা এই ভয়ংকর দু:সমেয় আমার এই έলখা পড়েছন, তােদর জনҝ বিল, ইয়ািসন মнেলর সােথ জনেকর 
έদখা হেয়িছল, িকᅀ তার িবѷািরত আিম জানেত পািরিন, কারণ ইয়ািসন, নূ჈ল িদেনর িমঠাপুকুেরর এই তҝাগী έনতা 
তখন কাтায় έভংেগ পেড়িছেলন, হয়েতা বা আিমও িনেম κাহ থাকেত পািরিন, কাদঁিছলাম আিমও। ১৯৭৫ সেনর 
িনষ্ঠΦরতম হতҝায় ϕয়াত এই জনেকর জনҝ, সјব হেল আপনােদর έচাখ ვেলা িভেজ আসকু। আসুন, আমরা পরম 
ক჈ণাময় সৃΜѭকতκার কােছ িনেবদন কির, িতিন έযন তার অপার ক჈ণা ধারায় িসЅ কেরন বীর ϕসিবনী বাংলার এই 
έϜѮ সоান έক! 
 
 
 

শহীদুল ইসলাম বাবলু, বীর মুΝЅেযাдা, আওয়ামী লীেগর έনতৃেЯ ১৪ দলীয় έজােটর শিরক গণতϴী পাΜটκর έক϶ীয় 
কিমΜটর έϕিসিডয়াম সদসҝ। 

 

উЫরবেД বДবсুঃ Ѽৃিতর মিণেকাঠা 
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BANGABANDHU’S INDIA POLICY: BUILDING FRIENDSHIP AND 
SAFEGUARDING SOVEREIGNTY 

Engr. Mirza Rakib 

Abstract 

This article explores Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s India policy, which was deeply rooted in mutual co-
operation, friendship, and regional stability in the formative years of Bangladesh’s independence. It highlights two 
historic meetings between Bangabandhu and Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the first on 10 January 1972 and 
the second on 6–7 February 1972, where critical issues of bilateral relations were addressed, including the withdraw-
al of Indian troops stationed in Bangladesh after the Liberation War. Furthermore, the article examines the series of 
agreements signed between 1972 and 1975 covering trade, water sharing, boundary settlement, and the Treaty of 
Peace and Friendship. These diplomatic moves not only strengthened Bangladesh-India ties but also reinforced 
Bangladesh’s sovereignty, international recognition, and long-term frameworks for cooperation in security, econo-
my, and culture. 

Indira – Mujib Meeting 

On Monday, 10 January 1972, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman arrived at Delhi airport around 8 a.m. aboard a British gov-
ernment plane, just two days after his release from a Pakistani prison. Before reaching Delhi, he had briefly stayed in 
London and met former British Prime Minister Edward Heath. At Palam Airport, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was 
warmly received by India’s President V. V. Giri, Indira Gandhi, cabinet members, and top officials. The reception in 
Delhi was marked by a 21-gun salute, the hoisting of the national flags, and the playing of the national anthems of 
both Bangladesh and India.[1,2] 

During his address, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman expressed profound gratitude to India for its unwavering support during 
Bangladesh’s liberation war. He praised the Prime Minister, the government, the armed forces, and the citizens, and 
personally thanked Indira Gandhi, noting that just two days earlier he had been imprisoned in West Pakistan, and 
that she had gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure his safety. It was also acknowledged that Indira Gandhi had 
made three promises: the return of all refugees, full support for the freedom fighters and the people of Bangladesh, 
and his release from captivity. All three promises were fulfilled, underscoring India’s commitment to Bangladesh’s 
independence and highlighting the pivotal role played by Indira Gandhi in securing Bangabandhu’s freedom. [1,2]. 

Withdrawal of Indian Troops 

During the Liberation War, India extended wholehearted support to Bangladesh, aiding refugees and fighting along-
side the freedom fighters against Pakistani forces. However, even after independence, Indian troops remained in 
Bangladesh, which Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman considered a possible obstacle to gaining international 
recognition and a source of unwelcome rumors[4]. 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman discussed the withdrawal of Indian troops from Bangladesh during his first 
meeting with Indira Gandhi, a matter he had already raised on the plane from London to Dhaka. Initially, the army 
troops were planned to be withdrawn by 30 June 1972, but Indian diplomat Shashank Shekhar Banerjee was in-
structed that the withdrawal must be completed by 31 March. In his meeting, Mujibur Rahman expressed gratitude 
and inquired about the departure date of Indian forces, and Indira Gandhi assured a swift withdrawal. Later, during 
his visit to India on 6–7 February 1972, Mujibur Rahman again raised the issue in Kolkata, and Gandhi promised all 
troops would leave before 17 March. Accordingly, on 12 March 1972, Indian troops began leaving Bangladesh, with 
a ceremonial farewell held at Dhaka Stadium. Just three months after independence, the complete withdrawal of In-
dian forces became possible due to Mujibur Rahman’s decisive leadership, and his Delhi stopover with Indira Gan-
dhi is remembered as a landmark decision. [5,6] 

Mujib-Indira Treaty (Treaty of Peace and Friendship 1972) 

It was a bilateral international agreement signed between Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
India’s Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 19 March 1972. The agreement contained a total of 12 articles. Article 11 
mentioned a duration of 25 years. However, Article 10 allowed either party to terminate the agreement without giv-

Continued on Page 25 
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ing any reason. As a result, the agreement is largely considered a courtesy agreement without strict binding obliga-
tions. When its term ended in 1997, the agreement was not renewed. Article 9 states that each country agrees not to 
support any third party attacking the other. If either country is attacked or threatened, both will consult immediately 
and take necessary measures to protect peace and security[7] . 

In short, the agreement established long-term friendship, non-interference, cooperative development, cultural ex-
change, and mutual security between Bangladesh and India. 

Although this agreement is often referred to in India as a ‘treaty selling the country,’ it contains nothing that contra-
dicts Bangladesh’s national interests. The treaty remained in force for 25 years and was not renewed thereafter. No-
tably, even though Mujib’s opposition party was in power for 20 of those 25 years, the treaty was never cancelled or 
revoked. 

Water Sharing and Land Boundary Agreement between India and Bangladesh (1974) 

The water agreement, enclave exchange, and land boundary agreements reflected Bangabandhu’s vision and were 
passed in Parliament on May 6, 1974. Despite being falsely labelled a 25-year “servitude treaty” by anti-
independence forces, the framework guided later initiatives like Teesta water, enclave exchange, and land boundary 
agreements. On May 6, 1974, Bangladesh ceded Berubari to India, and India agreed to a three-bigha corridor for 
enclave access. Following Bangabandhu’s assassination on August 15, 1975, propaganda misrepresented the treaty 
as “selling the country.” In 1986, Sheikh Hasina advocated for enclave corridors and funded 50 tubewells for Daha-
gram-Angarpota residents. In 1991, the BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist Party) government under Khaleda Zia secured 
India’s recognition to operate the corridor during daytime. After 25 years, both countries continued implementing 
the 1974 agreement, and when the Awami League returned to power in 1996, talks resumed on Teesta water, en-
clave exchange, and land boundary agreements toward full realization of the Mujib-Indira treaty [8,9,10]. 

India-Bangladesh Trade Agreement (1972) 

The 1972 trade agreement was a crucial step in solidifying the economic ties between India and Bangladesh after 
Bangladesh's liberation. It laid the foundation for future trade and economic cooperation, addressing immediate 
needs and setting the stage for broader collaboration in various sectors. The agreement also reflected the close rela-
tionship forged during Bangladesh's liberation war, where India provided significant support. [11] 

Conclusion  

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s India policy reflected his visionary statesmanship and unwavering com-
mitment to safeguarding Bangladesh’s sovereignty while building constructive relations with its closest neighbor. 
By successfully ensuring the withdrawal of Indian forces within three months of independence, engaging in land-
mark meetings with Indira Gandhi, and signing key agreements on peace, trade, and borders between 1972 and 
1975, he laid the foundation of Bangladesh’s foreign policy on the principle of “friendship with all, enmity with 
none.” Despite later controversies and misrepresentations, his pragmatic diplomacy established enduring structures 
of cooperation that continue to shape Bangladesh-India relations and regional stability. 
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The House of History and Our Army 
Mabdur R. PhD 

 

On January 10, 1972, Bangabandhu was released from pris-

on in Pakistan and returned to the land of his beloved dream, 
Bangladesh. I saw him with millions of people at the Race 
Course Grounds in Dhaka that day and heard his emotional 
speech on that historic homecoming. He said: 

 

"This freedom will not be complete if the people of Bengal 
do not get enough rice to fill their stomachs, this freedom will 
not be complete if the mothers and sisters of Bengal do not 

get clothes, this freedom will not be complete if the youth of this country do not get jobs." 

 

"This Bengal will be rebuilt, the people of Bengal will laugh, the people of Bengal will play, the people of Bengal 
will live freely, the people of Bengal will eat rice to their full stomachs, this is my aspiration" 

His dream was to make this country a Golden Bengal. As part of this dream, he wanted to build a modern, strong, 
patriotic army. On March 11, 1974, Bangabandhu inaugurated his dream Bangladesh Military Academy at 
Mainamati Cantonment in Comilla. 

 

The first batch of cadets trained from this academy passed out on 11 January 1975. At the swearing-in ceremony, 
Bangabandhu delivered a speech to the departing cadets. In this speech to the first BMA cadets, he said: 

"We fought for a long time to have a military academy in Bangladesh, but we were not able to do so. Today, Bang-
ladesh is an independent sovereign state in exchange for the blood of millions of martyrs. That is why the Bangla-
desh Military Academy has been established on the soil of Bangladesh today”. 

 

"Today, my chest is truly filled with pride. That is why the owners of Bangladesh today are the people of Bangla-
desh. That is why it has been possible to establish an academy on my own soil today. I hope that, InshaAllah, the 
day will come when the name of this academy will gain respect not only in Southeast Asia but all over the world." 

"Today, you have completed your training and are going to become military personnel. Your responsibility is to the 
nation, your responsibility to the people, your responsibility to the country, and your responsibility to the soldiers 
you will command, instruct, and lead, your responsibility to your commander, your responsibility to yourself; you 
need to know your responsibilities. Otherwise, you will not be able to be human in life. No nation can grow without 
discipline." 

 

"Don't you know, when you were young, when you were in school or when you were children, the Pakistanis made 
the world understand that Bengalis don't know how to fight, and that's why they didn't take Bengalis into the army. I 
remember, long ago, Ayub Khan himself was the commanding adjutant; he secretly gave a circular that Bengalis 
should not be taken more than 2%. I got that paper somehow. And so I started a fuss about it, although they with-
drew that order, they kept the Bengalis under control with deceit and tactics. Bengalis can't join the army, Bengalis 
are cowards, Bengalis don't know how to fight; Pakistani soldiers have seen on Bengali soil how Bengalis can fight, 
and their big, powerful, and powerful men have lost their lives because of the fear of the liberation forces." 

 

"We Bengalis are not cowards. I can love my motherland. Bengalis were subjugated for ages. We were subjugated 
by the British for two hundred years, and for 25 years, the minority group of West Pakistan occupied and exploited 

Continued on Page 27 
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my Bengali land through deceit and trickery. There was no place for Bengalis in this cantonment. Bengalis were 
insulted on the streets while leaving." 

 

"You need to remember one thing, when I have the country, when I have the soil, when I have the golden people of 
Bengal, if we can produce golden sons, InshaAllah, my dream of Golden Bengal will come true one day. I may not 
see it, but InshaAllah it will happen. Today, InshaAllah, no one will be able to loot the wealth of Bengal. The wealth 
of Bengal will remain on the soil of Bengal. The people of Bengal will enjoy it. A nation whose thirty lakh people 
can give their blood for freedom, if necessary, will give the lives of millions to protect the freedom of Bengal”. 

 

"My sons, you are going into a new life. Remember, you are a military officer with soldiers under you. You have a 
lot to learn from them. You have to mix with them, you have to know them, 
you have to stand by them in times of happiness and sorrow. You have to be 
by their side. Remember, 'He who rules, he who is kind.' When you rule, 
learn to be kind. Stand by them in their days of sorrow. Love them. Because 
they will give their lives at your command. You have to earn respect. To 
earn that respect, you have to learn discipline. You have to be honest with 
yourself. You have to love your country. You have to love people and keep 
your character good. Otherwise, no good work can be done." 

 

"You be idealists. Stay on the right path. Remember, 'Smile on your face, say in your heart, and be full of energy, 
you will become a human being when you are human.' Sometimes we become inhuman. After giving so much 
blood, the freedom we have brought, the character of many has not changed. Even now, bribe-takers, corrupt people, 
smugglers, and profiteers have made the lives of the poor people of Bengal miserable. For three long years, I have 
requested, appealed, and threatened them, 'Don't listen to the stories of religion.' But no more, I have spent my youth 
in prison for the people of Bengal. Seeing the suffering of these people makes me crazy. Yesterday, when I was 
coming from Dhaka, I saw so much suffering, suffering from not eating, not having clothes on my body, living in so 
many difficulties; thousands of people were standing on both sides to see me. Sometimes I ask, Why do you love me 
so much? But those poor people work hard all day long, they have no clothes on their bodies, no food in their stom-
achs, no accommodation, millions of unemployed, Pakistanis They have looted everything, left me with nothing 
except papers, I have to beg from abroad and bring them, and this gang of thieves is destroying and looting my poor 
people. I have not only declared an emergency, but now I have promised that if I can struggle for 25 years among 
these Pakistani oppressors, starting with Jinnah, Ghulam Mohammad, Chowdhury Mohammad Ali, Ayub Khan, 
Yahya Khan, and achieve independence with the lives of three million of my people, then I will not be able to! Sure-
ly, God willing, I will be able to eradicate the corrupt, these bribe-takers, these profiteers, these smugglers from the 
soil of Bengal. 

 

“I have also taken a pledge; you also take a pledge, let the people of Bengal also take the pledge. And no, unbeara-
ble, we have lost our limits. I have not wasted my youth for this. The martyrs did not give their blood for this. A few 
smugglers, profiteers, and bribe takers bring the country's wealth outside. They increase the price of things, hoard 
them and kill people. They must be uprooted from the heart of Bengal. Let's see how long they can survive. Whether 
the power of the thief is greater or the power of the believer is greater, that will be the proof." 

 

"I have never bowed my head to injustice. Pakistanis have repeatedly tried to hang me; I have stood firm because 
Allah was my help, the people of Bengal had my prayers, and I still have those prayers. Insha Allah, with your help, 
your compassion, your work, the love of the people of the country, and the cooperation of the faithful, these crimi-
nals will be brought to justice." 

"Remember, my sons, whatever you have done in life, you have to obey the orders of 

The House of History and Our Army 

Continued on Page 28 
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those above you who will give you orders. If you do not obey their orders, those 
below you will not obey your orders. That is why you have to obey orders. I am 
your Prime Minister. Many may come, many may go, I am not speaking as your 
Prime Minister, I am giving orders as the Father of your Nation, because the Fa-
ther of the Nation only once or twice. There will be many Prime Ministers, many 
will come, there will be many Presidents, many will come, but you know that I 
love you. You stay on the right path. Love the motherland. Remember, do not let 
the Pakistani mentality come among you. You are not the soldiers of Pakistan. 
You are the soldiers of Bangladesh. You will be my people's army. You are not a 
professional army. You are not just a military army. If you need it, you will have 
to produce and eat for yourself and live. This will be my people's army. This will 

be the people's army. This will not be the professional army of Pakistan. You need to be careful about this. And 
"Wherever you see injustice, injustice, you will strike hard. Stand up for justice. Respect your elders. Stay on the 
right path. Maintain discipline. Then you will be able to be human in life. You must not forget this." 

 

"Remember, who are the people? Your father, your brother. Where does the money you get come from? The salaries 
of all the government and private employees who are here are paid by the tax money of the poor people of Bengal. 
You are not their owners. You are their servants. Your family will run on their money. Learn to respect them. Learn 
to love them. Of course, wherever there is injustice, you will suppress it. But be careful that no injustice is done to 
innocent people." 

 

"My best wishes to you. I don't know if you will understand today, but I cannot express the joy in my heart in words. 
But I never thought, when I was a prisoner in Agartala, when I was a prisoner in Mianwali in Pakistan, I never 
thought that you would have a parade like this, that I would have a Bangladesh Military Academy and that I would 
see it. I knew that it would happen, Insha Allah it would happen, I had faith, but I didn't think that I would see it. But 
Allah showed me. I want to see more. Do you know that? I want to see Golden Bengal. I want to see more. Do you 
know? I want to put a smile on the faces of the sad people. I want to see more. The sad people of this country should 
eat rice to their full stomachs, wear clothes, let the oppression and injustice, the oppression stop. I want to see this." 

 

"It takes a long time; an academy is not built in a day. It requires a lot, InshaAllah it will happen, it will happen well. 
It will happen that people of the world will come to see my academy, I believe in this. You, my best wishes to you. 
Remember my orders. Remember my plea for affection. I will pray for you. The people of Bengal will pray for you." 

 

"Insha Allah! We have brought freedom to a free country with our blood. This freedom will surely remain, Insha 
Allah. No one can destroy it. However, freedom will be in vain if you cannot bring smiles to the faces of the people 
of Bengal. That is why I appeal to you: stay on the right path, God will surely help you. I am saying goodbye. God 
bless you. Long live Bangla. Thank you." 
 

Alas! The man who gave so much love to the army, who sowed the seeds of dreams of reaching this position today 
with so much trust and love, the patriotic army made no effort to protect the house of history of independence, which 
was dedicated to the people of Bangladesh, and which is intertwined with his memory. Not even a general from 
among those first batch of cadets came and said, "Stop, don't cross the line, Allah, the Almighty, does not like those 
who cross the line." Listen carefully, the child is crying—the child who was born in this house 54 years ago. The 
child's name is Bangladesh! 

      The author is a retired University Teacher 

 
 

The House of History and Our Army 
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ইিতহােসর বাড়ী এবং আমােদর Ƣসনাবািহনী 
মাĴুর র. িপএইচিড 

 
১৯৭২ এর ১০ই জানয়ুাির ব³বęু পািকƀােনর কারাগার Ƣথেক ম�ু হেয় তাঁর িĨয় 
Ƌেĥর বাংলােদেশর মািটেত িফের এেসিছেলন। ল� মানেুষর সােথ Ƣসিদন ঢাকার 
ƢরসেকাসƤ ময়দােন তাঁেক Ƣদেখিছলাম এবং তাঁর Ƣসিদেনর Ƣসই ঐিতহািসক Ƌেদশ 
Ĩত�াবতƤেনর আেবগ আīতু ব�ব� šেনিছলাম। িতিন বেলিছেলন: 
 
"এ Ƌাধীনতা আমার পণূƤ হেব না যিদ বাংলার মানষু Ƣপট ভের ভাত না পায়, এ 
Ƌাধীনতা আমার পণূƤ হেব না যিদ বাংলার মা-Ƣবােনরা কাপড় না পায়, এ Ƌাধীনতা 
আমার পণূƤ হেব না যিদ এেদেশর যবুক যারা আেছ তারা চাকির না পায়।" 
 
"নতুন কের গেড় উঠেব এই বাংলা,বাংলার মানষু হাসেব বাংলার মানষু Ƣখলেব বাংলার 
মানষু ম�ু হেয় বাস করেব বাংলার মানষু Ƣপট ভের ভাত খােব এই আমার সাধনা" 
 

তাঁর Ƌĥ িছল Ƣসানার বাংলা হেব এই Ƣদশ। এই Ƌেĥর অংশ িহেসেব িতিন গেড় তুলেত Ƣচেয়িছেলন একিট আধিুনক শি�শালী ƢদশেĨমী Ƣসনাবািহনী।  
১৯৭৪ সােলর ১১ই মাচƤ কুিমŠার ময়নামিত Ƣসনািনবােস ব³বęু তাঁর Ƌেĥর বাংলােদশ িমিলটারী একােডমীর উেăাধন কেরন।  
 
১১ জানয়ুাির ১৯৭৫ এই একােডিম Ƣথেক Ĩিশ�ণ ĨাĢ ক�ােডটেদর Ĩথম দল Ƣবর হেয় আেস। শপথ অনűুােন ব³বęু িবদায়ী ক�ােডটেদর উে÷েশ� এক ভাষণ Ĩদান 
কেরন। Ĩথম িব এম এ ক�ােডটেদর উে÷েশ� এই ভাষেণ িতিন বেলিছেলন: 
 
“ বƑকাল সং¦াম কেরিছলাম বাংলােদেশ িমিলটাির একােডিম Ƣহাক, িকđ আমরা পাির নাই তখন। আজ লােখা শহীেদর রে�র িবিনমেয় বাংলােদশ Ƌাধীন সাবƤেভৗম 
রাŰ। Ƣসই জন�ই আজ বাংলােদেশর মািটেত বাংলােদশ িমিলটাির একােডিম Ƅািপত হেয়েছ।" 
 
"আজ সিত�ই গেবƤ আমার বকু ভের যায়। এজন�ই বাংলােদেশর মািলক আজ বাংলােদেশর জনসাধারন। Ƣসই জন�ই সŉব হেয়েছ, আজ আমার িনেজর মািটেত 
একােডিম করার। যখন আিম আশা কির, ইǭশাআŠাহ এমন িদন আসেব, এই একােডিমর নাম šধ ুদি�ণ-পবূƤ এিশয়ায় নয় সমƀ দুিনয়ােত সŋান অজƤন করেব।" 
 
"আজ Ƣতামরা ƢÒিনং সমাĢ কের সামিরক বািহনীর কমƤচারী হেত চেলছ। জািতর উপর Ƣতামার দািয়ð, জনগেণর উপর Ƣতামার দািয়ð, Ƣদেশর উপর Ƣতামার দািয়ð 
এবং Ƣয সমƀ ƣসিনকেদর Ƣতামরা আেদশ-উপেদশ িদেব, পিরচালনা করবা তােদর উপর দািয়ð, Ƣতামার কমাčােরর উপর Ƣতামার দািয়ð, Ƣতামার িনেজর উপর 
Ƣতামার দািয়ð; Ƣতামােদর দািয়ð Åান থাকা Ĩেয়াজন। তা না হেল জীবেন মানষু হেত পারবা না। শ²ৃলা ছাড়া Ƣকান জািত জীবেন বড় হেত পাের নাই।" 
 
"Ƣতামরা জােনা না, Ƣতামরা Ƣছাট িছেল, Źুেল পড়তা বা Ƣতামরা বাôা িছেল, পািকƀানীরা দুিনয়ােক বিুঝেয়িছল Ƣয, বা³ালীরা নািক যúু করেত জােন না এবং Ƣসই 
জন�ই তারা বা³ালীেদর ƣসন� বািহনীেত িনত না। আমার মেন আেছ, বƑ আেগ, আইয়বু খান Ƌয়ং কমািčং এ�াডজেুডĊ িছেলন, িতিন Ƣগাপেন সাকুƤলার িদেয়িছেলন 
Ƣয, বা³ালীেদর ২% এর Ƣবশী Ƣনওয়া Ƣযন না হয়। Ƣসই কাগজ Ƣযভােবই Ƣহাক আিম Ƣপেয় যাই। আর তাই িনেয় আিম Ƣতালপাড় šŏ কির, যিদও Ƣসই Ƒকুম তারা 
উইথØ কেরন, িকđ ছেল-বেল-Ƣকৗশেল বা³ালীেদর দািবেয় Ƣরেখিছেলন। বা³ালীরা সামিরক বািহনীেত Ƣযাগদান করেত পাের না, বা³ালীরা কাপŏুষ, বা³ালীরা যúু 
করেত জােন না; পািকƀানী ƣসন�রা বাংলার মািটেত Ƣদেখ Ƣগেছ Ƣয, Ƣকমন কের বা³ালীরা যúু করেত পাের এবং মিু�বািহনীেদর ভয় Ƣপেয় তােদর বড় শি�য়ালা, 
ভুড়ীয়ালােদর জান Ƣশষ হেয় িগেয়েছ।" 
 
"আমরা বা³ালীরা কাপŏুষ নই। আিম আমার মাতভূৃিমেক ভােলাবাসেত পাির, যগু ধের বা³ালীরা পরাধীন িছল, দুইশ’ বছর ইংেরজেদর কােছ আমরা পরাধীন িছলাম, 
২৫ ব¹র পযƤĐ পিŢম পািকƀােনর সংখ�ালঘ ুদল ছেল-বেল-Ƣকৗশেল আমার বাংলার মািটেক দখল কের Ƣশাষণ কেরিছল। এই ক�াĊনেমেĊ বা³ালীেদর Ƅান িছল না। 
যাওয়ার সময় বা³ালীেদর রাƀায় অপমান করা হেতা। " 
"Ƣতামােদর একটা িজিনষ মেন রাখা দরকার, Ƣদশ যখন আমার আেছ, মািট যখন আমার আেছ, বাংলার Ƣসানার মানষু যখন আেছ, যিদ আমরা Ƣসানার Ƣছেল পয়দা 
করেত পাির ইǭশাআŠাহ আমার Ƣয Ƌĥ Ƣসানার বাংলা তা একিদন হেব। আিম Ƣদেখ না যাওয়ার পাির িকđ ইǭশাআŠাহ হেব। আজ ইǭশাআŠাহ বাংলার সńদ আর 
Ƣকউ লটু কের িনবার পারেব না। বাংলার মািটেত বাংলার সńদ থাকেব। বাংলার মানষু Ƣভাগ করেব। Ƣয জািতর িìশ ল� Ƣলাক র� িদেত পাের Ƌাধীনতার জন� 
Ƣসই জািত দরকার হেল Ƣকািট Ƣলােকর জীবন Ƣদেব বাংলার Ƌাধীনতােক র�া করার জন�।" 
 
"Ƣছেলরা আমার, Ƣতামরা নতুন জীবেন যাে¹া, মেন Ƣরখ, Ƣতামরা এক একজন সামিরক কমƤচারী, যােদর িনেচ থাকেব ƣসিনক বািহনী, তােদর কােছও অেনক Ƣশখার 
আেছ, তােদর সে³ িমশেত হেব, তােদর জানেত হেব, সেুখর সময়-দুেখর সময় দাঁড়ােত হেব, তেদর পােশ থাকেত হেব। মেন Ƣরখ, ‘শাসন করা তােরই সােজ Ƣসাহাগ 
কের Ƣয।’ তুিম যখন শাসন করবা Ƣসাহাগ করেত Ƣশখ। তােদর দুঃেখর িদেন পােশ দাঁিড়ও। তােদর ভােলােবেসা। কারন Ƣতামার Ƒকুেম Ƣস জীবন Ƣদেব। Ƣতামােক 
Ũúা অজƤন করেত হেব। Ƣসই Ũúা অজƤন করেত হেল Ƣতামােক শ²ৃলা িশখেত হেব। িনজেক সৎ হেত হেব। িনেজর Ƣদশেক ভােলাবাসেত হেব। মানষুেক 
ভােলাবাসেত হেব এবং চিরìও িঠক রাখেত হেব। তা না হেল Ƣকান ভােলা কাজ করা যায় না।" 
 
"Ƣতামরা আদশƤবান হও। সৎ পেথ Ƣথেকা। মেন Ƣরখ, ‘মেুখ হািস, বেুক বল, Ƣতেজ ভরা মন, মানষু হইেত হেব মানষু যখন।’ মােঝ আমরা অমানষু হেয় যাই। এেতা 
র� Ƣদয়ার পের Ƣয Ƌাধীনতা এেনিছ, চিরেìর পিরবতƤন অেনেকর হয় নাই। এখেনা ঘষুেখার, দুনƤীিতবাজ, Ƣচারাকারবাির, মনুাফােখাররা বাংলার দুখী মানেুষর জীবনেক 
অিতů কের তুেলেছ। দীঘƤ িতন বছর পযƤĐ এেদর আিম অনেুরাধ কেরিছ, আেবদন কেরিছ, Ƒমিক িদেয়িছ, ‘Ƣচারা নািহ Ƣশােন ধেমƤর কািহনী।’ িকđ আর না, বাংলার 
মানেুষর জন� জীবেনর Ƣযৗবন আিম কারাগাের কািটেয় িদেয়িছ। এ মানেুষর দুঃখ Ƣদখেল আিম পাগল হেয় যাই। কাল যখন আিম 

Continued on Page 30 
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আসেতিছলাম ঢাকা Ƣথেক এেতা দুঃেখর মেধ� না Ƣখেয় কů Ƣপেয়েছ, গােয় কাপড় নাই, কত 
অসিুবধার মেধ� বাস করেতেছ, হাজার ল� Ƣলাক দু’পােশ দাঁিড়েয় আেছ আমােক Ƣদখবার 
জন�। আিম মােঝ Ĩť কির, Ƣতামরা আমােক এেতা ভােলাবাস Ƣকন? িকđ Ƣসই দুঃখী মানষু 
িদন ভের পিরŨম কের, তােদর গােয় কাপড় নাই, যার Ƣপেট খাবার নাই, তােদর বাসƄােনর 
বেĖাবƀ নাই, ল� Ƣবকার, পািকƀানীরা সবƤƋ লটু কের িনেয় Ƣগেছ, কাগজ ছাড়া আমার 
জন� িকছু Ƣরেখ যাই নাই, িবেদশ িথকা িভ�া কইরা আমােক আনেত হয়, আর এই Ƣচােরর 
দল আমার দুঃখী মানেুষর সবƤনাশ কের বা লটুতরাজ কের খায়। আিম šধ ুএমােজƤিĠ Ƣদই 
নাই এবার আিম ĨিতÅা কেরিছ যিদ ২৫ বছর এই পািকƀানী জােলমেদর মেধ� িজĜাহ 
Ƣথেক আরŉ কের Ƣগালাম Ƣমাহাŋদ, Ƣচৗধরুী Ƣমাহাŋদ আলী, আইয়বু খান, ইয়ািহয়া খােনর 
মেধ� বেুকর উপর টান কের সং¦াম কের থাকেত পাির আর আমার িìশ ল� Ƣলােকর 
জীবন িদেয় Ƌাধীনতা অজƤন করেত পাির তাহেল পারেবা না! িনŢয়ই, ইǭশাআŠাহ পারেবা 

এই বাংলার মািট Ƣথেক দুনƤীিতবাজ, এই ঘষুেখার, এই মনুাফােখারী, এই Ƣচারাচালানেদর িনমূƤল করেত হেব। 
 
আিমও ĨিতÅা িনেয়িছ, Ƣতামরাও ĨিতÅা নাও বাংলার জনগণও ĨিতÅা ¦হণ কŏক। আর না, অসহ�, সীমা হািরেয় Ƣফেলিছ। এই জন� জীবেনর Ƣযৗবন নů কির 
নাই। এই জন� শহীদরা র� িদেয় যায় নাই। কেয়কটা Ƣচারা কারবারী, মনুাফােখারী, ঘষুেখার Ƣদেশর সńদ বাইের বাইর কের িদেয় আেস। িজিনেষর দাম, �দাম কের 
মানষুেক না খাওেয় মাের। উৎখাত করেত হেব বাংলার বেুক Ƣথেক এেদর। Ƣদিখ কতিদন তারা িটকেত পাের। Ƣচােরর শি� Ƣবশী না ঈমানদােরর শি� Ƣবশী Ƣসই 
Ĩমাণ হেয় যােব।" 
 
"অন�ােয়র কােছ Ƣকানিদন মাথা নত কির নাই। বারবার পািকƀানী আমােক ফাঁিস িদেত Ƣচেয়েছ, বারবার বকু টান কের আিম দাঁিড়েয় রেয়িছ; কারন আŠাহ আমার সহায় 
িছল, বাংলার জনগেণর আমার Ƣদায়া িছল, এখেনা Ƣসই Ƣদায়া আেছ। ইǭশাআŠাহ Ƣতামােদর সাহায�, Ƣতামােদর সহানভূুিত, Ƣতামােদর কাজ, Ƣদেশর জনগেণর 
ভােলাবাসা, আর ঈমানদার মানেুষর সহেযািগতায় এই দুŭৃিতকারীেদর িনমলূƤ করেত হেব।" 
 
"Ƣতামরা মেন Ƣরেখা আমার Ƣছেলরা, জীবেন Ƣতামরা Ƣয কােজ Ƣনেমছ, উপের যারা Ƣতামার Ƒকুম Ƣদেব Ƣতামরা ওয়াদা করলা এখনই তােদর Ƒমকু মানেত হেব। তুিম 
যিদ তােদর Ƒকুম না মােনা িনেচ যারা Ƣতামার আেছ তারা Ƣতামার Ƒকুম মানেব না। Ƣসই জন�ই Ƣতামােক Ƒকুম মানেত হেব। আিম Ƣতামােদর ĨধানমĒী, আসেত পাের 
অেনক, ĨধানমĒী Ƣযেত পাের অেনক, আিম Ƣতামােদর ĨধানমĒী িহেসেব কথা বলিছ না, আিম Ƣতামােদর জািতর িপতা িহেসেব আেদশ িদি¹, কারন জািতর িপতাই 
একবারই হয় দু’বার হয় না। ĨধানমĒী অেনক হেব, অেনক আসেব, ƢĨিসেডĊ অেনক হেব, অেনক আসেব, িকđ Ƣসই িহেসেব Ƣতামােদর আিম ভােলাবািস Ƣতামরা 
জান। Ƣতামরা সৎ পেথ Ƣথেকা। মাতভূৃিমেক ভােলােবেসা। মেন Ƣরেখা, Ƣতামােদর মেধ� Ƣযন পািকƀানী Ƣমনটািলিট না আেস। Ƣতামরা পািকƀােনর ƣসিনক নও। Ƣতামরা 
বাংলােদেশর ƣসিনক। Ƣতামরা হবা আমার িপপলস আিমƤ। Ƣতামরা Ƣপশাদার বািহনী নয়। Ƣতামরা šধ ুসামিরক বািহনী নও। Ƣতামােদর দরকার হেল িনেজ উৎপাদন কের 
Ƣখেয় Ƣতামােদর বাঁচেত হেব। এটা হেব আমার জনগেণর বািহনী। এটা হেব িপপলস আিমƤ। এটা পািকƀােনর Ƣপশাদাির আিমƤ হেব না। এিদেক Ƣতামােদর Ƣখয়াল রাখা 
দরকার। আর Ƣযখােন অন�ায়, অিবচার Ƣদখবা চরম আঘাত করবা। ন�ােয়র পে� দাঁড়াবা। �ŏজনেক Ƣমেনা। সৎ পেথ Ƣথেকা। শ²ৃলা Ƣরেখা। তাহেল জীবেন মানষু 
হেত পারবা। এটা Ƣতামােদর ভুলেল চলেব না।" 
 
"মেন Ƣরেখা, জনগণ কারা? Ƣতামার বাপ, Ƣতামার ভাই। Ƣতামােদর Ƣয মায়না আেস, Ƣকােéেক আেস? সরকারী-Ƣবসরকারী কমƤচারী, যারা এখােন আেছন, তােদর 
সকেলর Ƣবতন আেস বাংলার দুঃখী মানেুষর ট�াে�র টাকা িদেয়। Ƣতামরা তােদর মািলক নও। Ƣতামরা তােদর Ƣসবক। তােদর অেথƤ Ƣতামােদর সংসার চলেব। তােদর 
Ũúা করেত িশেখা। তােদর ভােলাবাসেত িশেখা। িনŢয়ই Ƣযখােন অন�ায় হেব Ƣসখােন দমন করবা। িকđ িনরাপরাধ Ƣলােকর উপর Ƣযন অন�ায় না হয় Ƣসিদেক Ƣখয়াল 
Ƣরেখা।" 
 
"Ƣতামােদর জন� আমার šেভ¹া রইল। আজ Ƣতামরা বঝুেত পারবা িকনা আিম জািন না; িকđ আমার মেন Ƣয িক আনĖ Ƣতামােদর আিম ভাষায় Ĩকাশ করেত পারেবা 
না। িকđ আিম Ƣকান িদন ভািব নাই, যখন আিম আগরতলায় বিĖ িছলাম, যখন পািকƀােন িময়ানওয়ালী বিĖ িছলাম, আিম ভািব নাই Ƣয, Ƣতামােদর এভােব প�ােরড 
হেব, আমার বাংলােদশ িমিলটাির একােডিম হেব এবং তা আিম Ƣদেখ যােবা। এ জানতাম Ƣয হেব, ইǭশাআŠাহ হেব, এ িবŧাস আমার িছল, িকđ Ƣদেখ যােবা এ আিম 
ভািব নাই। িকđ আŠাহ আমােক Ƣদখােলন। আেরা Ƣদখেত চাই। Ƣস িক জােনা? Ƣসানার বাংলা Ƣদখেত চাই। আেরা Ƣদখেত চাই। িক জােনা? দুঃখী মানেুষর মেুখ হািস 
Ƣফাটােত চাই। আেরা Ƣদখেত চাই। এ Ƣদেশর দুঃখী মানষু Ƣপট ভের ভাত খাক, গােয় কাপড় Ƣপাড়ক, অত�াচার-অিবচার, জলুমু বę হেয় যাক। এইটা আিম Ƣদখেত 
চাই”। 
 
" অেনক িদন লােগ, একটা একােডিম একিদেন গেড় Ƣতােল না। অেনক Ĩেয়াজন, ইǭশাআŠাহ হেব, ভােলা ভােব হেব। এমন হেব Ƣয, দুিনয়ার মানষু Ƣদখেত আসেব 
আমার একােডিমেক এই িবŧাস আিম রািখ। Ƣতামরা, Ƣতামােদর কােছ আমার šেভ¹া রইল। আমার আেদশ Ƣতামরা মেন Ƣরখ। আমার Ƣƅেহর আেবদন Ƣতামরা মেন 
Ƣরখ। আিম Ƣতামােদর Ƣদায়া করেবা। বাংলার জনগণ Ƣতামােদর Ƣদায়া করেব। " 
 
"ইনশাআŠাহ ! Ƌাধীন Ƣদেশ র� িদেয় Ƌাধীনতা এেনিছ এই Ƌাধীনতা িনŢয়ই ইǭশাআŠাহ থাকেব। Ƣকউ ĉংস করেত পারেব না। তেব Ƌাধীনতা বথৃা হেয় যােব Ƣয 
বাংলার মানেুষর মেুখ হািস Ƣফাটােত না পার। Ƣসই জন� Ƣতামােদর কােছ আমার আেবদন রইল সৎ পেথ Ƣথেকা, Ƣখাদা িনŢয়ই Ƣতামােদর সাহায� করেব। িবদায় 
িনি¹। Ƣখাদা হােফজ। জয় বাংলা। ধন�বাদ।” 
 
হায়! Ƣয মানষুিট Ƣসনাবািহনীেক এেতা ভােলাবাসা িদেয় Ƣগেছন, এেতা আƄা ও ভােলাবাসায় আজেকর এই অবƄােন আসার Ƌĥবীজ বপন কেরিছেলন, বাংলােদেশর 
মানষুেক উৎসগƤ করা তাঁর ƌিৃতিবজিড়ত Ƌাধীনতার সিুতকাগার ইিতহােসর বািড়িটেক র�া করার Ƣকান Ƣচůাই করেলা না ƢদশেĨিমক Ƣসনাবািহনী। এমনিক Ƣসই Ĩথম 
ব�াচ ক�ােডটেদর মধ� Ƣথেক Ƣকান Ƣজনােরলও এেস বলেলন না Ƣতামরা থােমা, Ƣতামরা সীমা লংঘন কেরা না, আŠাহ রাķলু আলািমন সীমালóনকারীেদর পছĖ কেরন 
না । কান Ƣপেত Ƣশােনা, িশšিট আতƤনাদ করেছ। Ƣয িশšিটর জĝ হেয়িছল আজ Ƣথেক ৫৪ বছর আেগ এ বািড়েত। িশšিটর নাম বাংলােদশ! 

Ƣলখক িবŧিবদ�ালেয়র িশ�ক (অবসরĨাĢ) 

ইিতহােসর বাড়ী এবং আমােদর Ƣসনাবািহনী 
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MY MEMORIES OF BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIB AND  
ENCOUNTERS WITH HISTORY 

Manirul Islam 

I write these reflections to share my personal memories of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, encountered 
within the intimacy of family life. I will also weave in the broader political tapestry of the time, along with conversa-
tions. I believe these fragments offer a unique lens through which to understand the enduring historical significance 
and global resonance of the name Sheikh Mujib. 

I was fortunate to meet Bangabandhu twice, each time in a family setting. Beyond these meetings, I had countless 
discussions about Bangladesh with colleagues, friends, and distant acquaintances and even strangers. This was the 
pre-internet era, a time when anyone who knew of Bangladesh would invariably mention one name: Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, the Father of the Nation. And without fail, their next question was always tinged with frustration and an-
guish: "Why did you kill him?" 

The political journey began in 1949 with the formation of the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League (later the Awami 
League in 1953) by Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, Yar Mohammad Khan, Shamsul Huq, and the young activist 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, later joined by Hussein Shaheed Suhrawardy. It was founded as a democratic alternative to 
the dominating Muslim League. My maternal grandfather, Advocate Kazi Mozaffar Hossain, was its founding Chair-
man, a role he assumed at Sheikh Mujib's initiative (Osomampto Atmojiboni  p125). Throughout this period, includ-
ing the pivotal events of February 21, 1952, Sheikh Mujib was frequently in and out of prison until his release in ear-
ly 1953. 

The Pakistan government then announced the first legislative elections for East Bengal since independence. In re-
sponse, the opposition Juktofront (United Front) alliance was formed between the Awami League and the Krishak 
Sramik Party to challenge the Muslim League. A vigorous campaign swept across East Bengal (not yet officially 
renamed East Pakistan) in 1953, led by Haque, Bhasani, Suhrawardy, and the young, lanky, and energetic Sheikh 
Mujib. 

It was during this fervent campaign that a small family story became part of history. In February 1953, my elder sis-
ter Selina was born at my grandfather's (Nana) house. As the first grandchild, she was the center of my grand-
mother's (Nani) world. When Haq, Bhasani, and Suhrawardy were scheduled to visit Gopalganj for a rally, my Nana, 
as local party chair, volunteered to host them. 

Overwhelmed with preparations, my Nani lamented to Sheikh Mujib when he came to check on the arrangements, 
"Mojibor, because of your party, I am neglecting my first grandchild." 

Sheikh Mujib replied with firm affection, "Bubu (elder sister), listen. One day I shall be the Prime Minister of this 
country. Then I shall take your granddaughter (nathi) to make tea for me." 

The 1954 provincial election delivered a landslide victory for the Juktofront, which won 223 of 309 seats. The Mus-
lim League Chief Minister, Nurul Amin, and his entire cabinet were defeated. The result sent an unmistakable mes-
sage to the federal center—a message they tragically misconstrued, setting the nation on a path to its inevitable desti-
ny. 

Years later, amid massive political upheaval, power was handed from one military junta to another on March 25, 
1969, when Ayub Khan yielded to General Yahya Khan. President Yahya announced a national assembly election 
for October 5, 1970, ostensibly to restore democracy. The date was later postponed to December 7, officially due to 
monsoon floods, though critics argued the true motive was to break the Awami League's undeniable momentum. 

Then, on November 8, 1970, the catastrophic Bhola cyclone struck. The government's callous response to the suffer-
ing millions became a final catalyst for the election. While all other parties called for another postponement, Banga-
bandhu—the title "Friend of Bengal" bestowed upon him by the people—stood alone. At a press conference, he 
warned that frustrating the polls would force the people to "make the supreme sacrifice of another million lives, if 
need be, so that we can live as a free people." President Yahya agreed to defer elections only in the seven worst-hit 
constituencies, holding firm on the December 7 date for the rest. 

We were living in my father's workplace, Mathbaria, one of the postponed areas. In that constituency conventional 
wisdom predicted a close race between the National Awami Party and the Muslim League, with the Awami League 
candidate a distant third. 

The results from the rest of the country shattered all predictions. The people of East Pakistan delivered a resounding 
victory to the Awami League, making it the single largest party in the assembly. Now, Bangabandhu turned his at-
tention to the remaining southern seats. When he came to Mathbaria, a crowd of unprecedented size gathered to hear 
his thunderous voice and clarion call for support. The shift in the public mood was palpable. 

After the rally, during a meeting with local leaders, the Secretary of Mathbaria Awami League mentioned that the 
eldest daughter of Advocate Mozaffar Hossain—my mother—was in town. Bangabandhu expressed a desire to visit 
our home. Continued on Page 32 
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He arrived, and a crowd filled our large front lawn. He had to bow deeply to enter our front door, then turned and 
instructed everyone to stay outside. When Bangabandhu entered the living room, the very air seemed to change. 
He was tall, dignified, and radiated a gentle strength. He moved among us not as a distant statesman, but as a be-
loved guardian. His trademark white panjabi, dark Mujib coat, and simple spectacles spoke of humility, yet his 
presence was utterly magnetic. 
We customarily touched his feet for his blessing. As my mother introduced each of us, she came to my elder sis-
ter. "Mama (Uncle), this is my eldest daughter. During the 1953 election, you saw her when she was just a few 
months old". 
"Yes, I remember," Bangabandhu replied. He looked at my sister and said, "The people of this country have cho-
sen me to be their Prime Minister. Now, as I promised your Nani, I shall take you to make tea for me." My moth-
er was speechless. "Mama," she finally exclaimed, "do you still remember that comment from so long ago?" "I 
didn't forget," he replied simply. When introducing me, my mother complained, "Mama, my only son studies less 
and is more engaged in politics." Bangabandhu looked at me and said, "Vai (brother), this is the time to study. 
For politics, there is plenty of time ahead." 
The second meeting was in the winter of 1972 at my uncle's wedding at the Dhaka Ladies Club. Many political 
figures were present. As Bangabandhu moved through the pitched tent, greeting everyone with his deep, resonant 
voice, the boundary between the leader and the commoner dissolved. He listened with genuine, undivided atten-
tion as my family discussed everything from family matters to Gopalganj politics in their local dialect. 
Suddenly, he gestured for me to come closer. He placed his hand on my shoulder and asked my mother, 
"Shamsun Nahar, isn't this your only son?" Then he asked me, "How are your studies?" Before I could answer, 
my mother interjected with great enthusiasm, "Mama, *mashallah*, he achieved an extraordinary result on his 
Secondary exam!" He bent his head, looked directly at me with a face emitting pure joy and optimism, and said 
in a voice deep with affection, "Vai, study well. Bangladesh needs brilliant minds like yours." His optimism was 
infectious, his sharp memory, legendary. 
In the years that followed, I often reflected on that encounter. During moments of national crisis or personal 
doubt, Bangabandhu’s words echoed within me—a reminder to persevere, to cherish hope, and to place the wel-
fare of others at the heart of every endeavor. 
On August 15, 1975, as dawn broke, I woke to a loud uproar from the adjacent Sher-E-Bangla dormitory. From 
the fourth floor, I saw a crowd of ten to twelve people dancing with vulgar joy, screaming, "Sheikh Mujib is 
killed with his entire family!" I spotted two known students from Barisal who had been Rajakars in 1971; they 
had once threatened me to join the campus Chatra League (Mujibbad). I returned to my room, trying to reconcile 
myself to this new reality. This is no longer my country, I thought. I have to leave. 
I graduated in January 1978, secured my first job in Libya, and left. I was posted at the Rumyia power plant, a 
desolate place surrounded by rocky mountains. My nearest supply point was the mountain city of Yefrin, 15 km 
away along a perilous, winding road. I hitchhiked almost daily, bargaining with Libyan drivers for a ride. 
One day, I was picked up by a driver in a rural Libyan outfit, with gold-plated teeth—a status symbol among no-
madic tribes. He could have been a chieftain. My Libyan Arabic was still poor, but we communicated through 
gestures and broken words. 
"Min owen?" (Where from?) he asked, as always. 
"Bangladesh," I said. 
"Bangladesh?" he asked for confirmation. 
"E, Na'am." (Yes.) 
Suddenly, he fell silent. When he turned to me, his eyes and face burned with anger and hatred. I felt a spike of 
fear, knowing the Bedouin reputation for unpredictable moods. 
"Why did you kill Sheikh Mojibar Rahman?" he retorted. 
"Not me, not me," I ardently tried to calm him. 
He glared. "You are haiwan (animal). Qul Watan Haiwan (The entire nation is animals)." 
I lowered my gaze and stayed silent, still scared. He drove the rest of the way in an eerie silence. At our destina-
tion, I extended my hand with payment. He gestured for me to leave the coins on the seat, refused my thanks and 
‘salam’, spat out his window, and sped away. 
 

I looked at the sky and took a deep breath. I asked myself; Did I deserve that? 
I looked at the distant peaks shrouded in white cloud. I heard the resonance of a voice, "Vai, study well. Bangla-
desh needs brilliant minds like yours".  
I haven't returned home since. At every border crossing, every airport immigration, every checkpoint where I 
faced humiliation, I assured myself: Yes, I deserve it. 

The author is an Engineer (BUET), currently residing in Toronto, Canada 

  MY MEMORIES OF BANGABANDHU  
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আমার একটাই বািড় িছল 

    আইিভ রহমান 
 
 
 

অেϾিলয়ার  কҝানেবরায়  বাস  কেরন আইিভ রহমান।  আইনিবদ,  কিব,  έছাটগџ  , 
Ѽিৃতকথা,জািতগত জীবন ও সংѴৃিত িনেয় έলখা έলিখ কেরন। তারঁ έলখা বইেয়র 
মেধҝ রেয়েছ  The Poet of Politics, Heart on Fire,  সѕেকκর ফিসল ইতҝািদ।

আমার একটাই বািড় িছল

আমার একটাই Ѿш িছল

আমার একটাই আদশ κিছল

আমার একটাই বািতঘর িছল।

আমার একটাই έদশ এবং পতাকা িছল

এই সবვেলা িযিন এেন িদেয়িছেলন

িতিন অিবনѩর আমার জািতর িপতা।

িতিন িছেলন আমার έতামার আমােদর সবার έনতা। 

িতিন িছেলন έমহনিত মানুেষর জনҝ

িতিন িছেলন কৃষক Ϝিমক আর তৃণমূেলর জনҝ।

িতিন িছেলন আѸা এবং ভরসার নাম

িতিন িছেলন উЫাল ভালবাসা অিবরাম

িতিন িছেলন চলо জলо এবং উгাম।

িতিন িছেলন আমােদর উϪল এক সূয κ।

যারঁ তজκনীেত έজেগিছল িবজেয়র তΦ য κ

িতিন িছেলন তাই আমােদর বাংলােদশ

িতিন িছেলন আমরা তাই আজф বীেরর έবশ

িতিন িছেলন তাই আমরা অিনঃেশষ

িতিন িছেলন তাই έচােখর তারায় জেলর έরশ।

িতিন বেলিছেলন ওরা বার আঘাত করেব িকᅀ

ওরা আমােদর দাবােয় রাখেত পারেবনা।

িতিন বেলিছেলন ওরা দুবৃ κЫ হােয়না

িতিন বেলিছেলন έতামরা ওেদর ভয় পােবনা

আমরা ভয় ভΦ েলিছ িতিন িছেলন তাই

আমরা έদিখেয় িদেয়িছ আমােদর ভয় নাই। 

আমরা জানান িদেয়িছ আমােদর বািড় একটাই।

আমরা বেল িদেয়িছ আমােদর Ѿшও একটাই

আমরা বেল িদেয়িছ আমােদর Μঠকানা একটাই।

আজ যখন ვঁিড়েয় িদেয়েছ আমার ওই বািড় ঘৃনҝ
হােয়নার দল

পুিড়েয়েছ সব তবুও এ বুেক আვন দাবানল।

έοাধ আর আেοােশ έচােখর তারা টলমল

িѸর িচেЫ তবুও বিল আমার বািড় ৩২ নїর

এবং এেত

 আিম অটল এবং অিবচল।
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Ѿাধীনতা, বДবсু ও আজেকর বাংলােদশ 
ইমদাদ হক 

হাজার বছেরর সব κেϜѮ বাঙািল, বাঙািলর অিভসѕািদত έনতা জািতর জনক বДবсু έশখ মুΝজবুর রহমান িছেলন আমােদর 

Ѿাধীনতার ϕতীক, বাঙািলর মুΝЅর িদশারী। বДবсু ও বাংলােদেশর Ѿাধীনতােক কখেনা িবΝИт কের ভাবা যায় না। িতিনই িছেলন 

মহান মুΝЅযুেдর ϕধান কাнারী। তারঁ ডােকই লােখা বাঙািল মুΝЅযুেд জীবন বাΝজ έরেখ ঝািঁপেয় পেড়েছ, তারঁ নােমই মুΝЅযুд 

হেয়েছ। িতিনই িছেলন Ѿাধীন বাংলােদশ অভΦ ҝদেয়র মহান নায়ক, বাঙািল জাতীয়তাবােদর έϜѮতম ϕবЅা।  
 

বДবсু িছেলন গণতেϴর অতϴ ϕহরী, সব κদাই িতিন িছেলন জনগেণর ও Ѿাধীন মত ϕকােশর পেϠ এবং সকল ϕকার έশাষণ ও 

বНনার িবপেϠ। ৫২-র ভাষা আেрালন έথেক ზ჈ কের ৫৪-র িনব κাচন, ৫৮-র সামিরক শাসন িবেরাধী আেрালন, ৬২-র িশϠা 
আেрালন ৬৬-র ছয় দফা আেрালন ৬৯-র গণঅভΦ ҝЬান ৭০-র িনব κাচন এবং সেব κাপির ৭১-র মুΝЅযুেд έনতৃЯ ϕদান তার 

ვণতািϴক έচতনা, শГৃলা ও έশাষণমুΝЅর উদς বাসনােকই আমােদর সামেন তΦ েল ধের। িতিন তারঁ বҝΝЅ সЫােক বাঙািল 
জািতসЫায় ჉পাоিরত কেরিছেলন। িনেজর Ѿাথ κেক জাতীয় Ѿােথ κ িবলীন কের িদেয়িছেলন। তাই িতিন পিরণত হেয়িছেলন বাংলার 
সব বেণ κর, সব ধেম κর, সব মানুেষর এক অিবসংবািদত έনতায়। িতিন িছেলন বাঙািলর এক মুকুটহীন সϙাট, বাংলােদশ ও বДবсু 
তাই অিভт এবং এেক অপেরর পিরপূরক।  
 

έরসেকাস κ ময়দােন বДবсুর ৭ মােচκর ভাষণ িছল অিবѼরণীয়। পৃিথবীর ইিতহােস এমন যুগাоকারী ভাষণ িবরল। িতিন ভাষেণ 
অতҝо পিরѬারভােব পািকѷািনেদর িনপীড়নসহ সকল িবষয় তΦ েল ধেরন এবং বাঙািল জািতেক শሺর έমাকােবলায় ϕᄿিতর 
িনেদκশ ϕদান কেরন। মেন হΝИল িতিন আვেনর অϠের έলখা এক দীঘ κ কিবতা আবৃিЫ কেরেছন। অবেশেষ িতিন έঘাষণা 
কেরন, 'এবােরর সংςাম আমােদর মুΝЅর সংςাম, এবােরর সংςাম Ѿাধীনতার সংςাম'। এমন রাজৈনিতক ভাষণ পৃিথবীর 
ইিতহােস খুব কমই έশানা িগেয়েছ। তাই ২০১৭ সােলর ৩০έশ অেЄাবর ইউেনেѴা এই ভাষণেক ঐিতহািসক দিলল িহেসেব Ѿীকৃিত 
ϕদান কের।  
 

অতঃপর পািকѷােনর έϕিসেডл ইয়ািহয়া খােনর সেД বДবсুর শািоপূণ κ Ϡমতা হѷাоেরর আেলাচনা বҝথ κ হেল έনেম আেস 
২৫ έশ মােচκর কােলা রাত। অপােরশন সাচκলাইেটর নােম মধҝরােত ঢাকায় ঘুমо িনরীহ মানুেষর উপর ზ჈ হয় পািকѷািন 
ίসনҝেদর বব κেরািচত সশϿ আοমণ ও গণহতҝা। έসই রােতই বДবсুেক έςফতার করা হয়, তার আেগই বДবсু বাংলােদেশর 
Ѿাধীনতা έঘাষণা কেরন।  
 

িতিন বেলন 'এটাই হয়েতা আমার έশষ বাতκা, আজ έথেক বাংলােদশ Ѿাধীন। আিম বাংলােদেশর মানুষেক আ҃ান, জানাই, 

আপনারা έযখােনই থাকুন, আপনােদর সব κѾ িদেয় দখলদার পািকѷািন έসনাবািহনীর িব჈েд έশষ পয κо ϕিতেরাধ চািলেয় যান। 
বাংলােদেশর মাΜট έথেক সব κেশষ পািকѷািন ίসনҝেক উৎখাত করা এবং চূড়াо িবজয় অজκেনর আগ পয κо আপনােদর যুд 
অবҝাহত থাকুক।'  িতিনই িছেলন ϕিতটা মুΝЅেযাдার ჊দѺрন, ধҝান ও সাধনা। মুΝЅযুেдর গগনিবদাির έѽাগান িছল "έতামার 

έনতা আমার έনতা, έশখ মুΝজব έশখ মুΝজব" ও "জয় বাংলা"। অবেশেষ ৩০ লাখ শহীেদর রЅ ও দুই লাখ মা-έবােনর সϹেমর 
িবিনমেয় এবং পািকѷান হানাদার বািহনীর আЮসমপ κেণর মাধҝেম আমােদর চূড়াо িবজয় অΝজκত হয় ১৯৭১এর  ১৬ই িডেসїর।  
 

মুΝЅযুেд আমােদর িবজয় অজκেনর পর বДবсু পািকѷান কারাগার έথেক লнন ও ভারত হেয় έদেশ িফের আেসন ১৯৭২ 
সােলর ১০ জানুয়াির এবং έদশ করার কােজ আЮিনেয়াগ কেরন। ওই বছরই ২৬ মাচκ ϕদЫ έবতার ও έটিলিভশেনর ভাষেণ িতিন 
বেলন 'Ѫশান বাংলােক আমরা έসানার বাংলা কের গেড় তΦলেত চাই।' িকᅀ তারঁ έস Ѿш সফল হওয়ার আেগই ১৯৭৫ সােলর ১৫ ই 
আগѶ ফজেরর আজােনর সময় একাЫেরর পরাΝজত শΝЅর চοােоর মাধҝেম ও έসনাবািহনীর একদল িবѩাসঘাতেকর 
বুেলেটর আঘােত পিরবােরর সকল সদসҝ সহ িতিন শহীদ হন। έবঁেচ যান έকবল έস সমেয় Ѿামীর সােথ িবেদেশ অবѸান করা 
আমােদর িϕয় έনϏী έশখ হািসনা ও তার έছাট έবান έশখ έরহানা।  
 

িযিন বাংলােদশ শяΜটর বাѷব ჉প িদেয়িছেলন, যার পদভাের বাংলােদেশর মানিচϏ খিচত একΜট নতΦন পৃিথবীর জф হেয়িছল, 
ঘাতকরা তােঁক বাচঁেত έদয়িন। অতঃপর তােঁক মুেছ έফলার έচѭা করা হেয়িছল ইিতহাস έথেক। কালοেম িতিন উϪল έথেক 
উϪলতর হেয়েছন ইিতহােসর পাতায়, আর ষড়যϴকারীরাই মুেছ έগেছ ইিতহাস έথেক।  িকᅀ ষড়যϴ έথেম থােকিন, আবারও 

বাংলােদেশর সফল ϕধানমϴী, বাংলােদশেক তলািবহীন ঝুিড় έথেক মধҝম আেয়র έদেশ ჉পাоর করা আমােদর িϕয় έনϏী έশখ 

হািসনােক অেনকটা ৭৫-র মেতাই Ϡমতা έথেক সিরেয় έদশ έথেক চেল έযেত বাধҝ করা হয়। দুঃখজনক ভােব এবারও ষড়যেϴর 
মূেল έসই একই শΝЅ ও έপছেনর কািরগর έলাভী ও έদশেϒাহী έসনাবািহনী। έদশেক আবােরা পািকѷািন কায়দায় জামাত 
িশিবেরর έনতৃেЯ έপছেনর িদেক έঠেল έনয়া হেИ। বДবсুর নাম সহ Ѿাধীনতা ও মুΝЅযুেдর έচতনােক মুেছ έফলার ϕেচѭা 
অবҝাহত রাখা হেয়েছ। িকᅀ কাগেজর বДবсু ও ইেটর ίতির ৩২ নাїার έভেД έফলেলও έকাΜট বাঙািলর ჊দয় έথেক 
έতা বДবсুেক মেুছ έফলা যােব না। আিম িবѩাস কির, আবােরা বДবсু িফের আসেব বীর έবেশ বাংলার জনপেদ, 
আবােরা Ѿাধীনতা ও মুΝЅযুেдর έচতনায় έদশ ও সরকার পিরচািলত হেব। বাংলার মাΜট έথেক িচরতের রাজাকার ও 
জামাত-িশিবর িনমূ κল করার দৃঢ় ϕতҝয় έহাক ϕিতটা έদশেϕিমক বাঙািলর।   জয় বাংলা, জয় বДবсু। 
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ManƏƘƵƬ Isƒaƭ 
 

EVOLUTION OF A NATION: FROM SHEIKH MUJIB TO FATHER OF THE NATION 
 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920–1975), revered by the honorific ‘Bangabandhu’ (Friend of Bengal), was the vi-
sionary architect and founding father of the People's Republic of Bangladesh. His unwavering leadership and pro-
found sacrifice were the catalysts for the nation's struggle for independence. 
 
Early Life and Political Awakening: 
 
Born on March 17, 1920, in the village of Tungipara, Gopalganj, his formative years under British rule were 
marked by an early awareness of the oppression faced by the Bengali people. His political consciousness ignited 
during his student years, leading him to join the All-India Muslim Students Federation and later the Bengal Provin-
cial Muslim League. 
 
The Champion of Bengali Rights: 
 
Following the Partition of India in 1947, Mujib emerged as the most potent and vocal advocate for the rights of 
Bengalis within Pakistan. He co-founded the Awami Muslim League1 in 1949 (which later became the Awami 
League in 1955) to give political voice to Bengali aspirations. His leadership extended beyond the political sphere; 
in 1962, he instructed the Bangladesh Chhatra League (the student wing of the Awami League) to form a clandes-
tine group named ‘Nucleus’ to lay the groundwork for a future liberation struggle. 
 
His seminal ‘Six-Point Movement of 1966’, a charter demanding substantial provincial autonomy, was declared a 
secessionist plot by the central Pakistani government. This led to his imprisonment in the infamous ‘Agartala Con-
spiracy Case’. His subsequent release in 1969, secured by a mass upsurge across East Pakistan, was a monumental 
triumph that cemented his status as the undisputed leader of the Bengali people, who thenceforth affectionately 
bestowed upon him the title ‘Bangabandhu’. 
 
The Architect of Independence: 
 
The Awami League's landslide victory in the 1970 general elections2 was a clear democratic mandate for self-rule. 
The Pakistani military regime's refusal to honor this result led Bangabandhu to deliver a definitive, electrifying 
speech on March 7, 1971, declaring, ‘The struggle this time is for our emancipation! The struggle this time is for 
our independence!’ This speech served as the de facto declaration of independence. 
 
In the wake of the Pakistani military's brutal crackdown, ‘Operation Searchlight’3, on March 25, 1971, Banga-
bandhu was arrested and transported to a prison in West Pakistan. Just prior to his capture, he dispatched a tele-
gram officially declaring Bangladesh's independence4, a directive that ignited the nine-month Liberation War. 
Though incarcerated, his spirit was the guiding force for the freedom fighters, and Bangladesh finally achieved 
victory on December 16, 1971. 
 
Post-Independence Leadership and Legacy: 
 
Returning to a war-ravaged homeland on January 10, 1972, Bangabandhu assumed the monumental task of re-
building the nation as its first Prime Minister. His tenure was fraught with immense challenges, including severe 
economic crises and political instability fueled by both internal and external adversarial forces. 
 
Tragically, on August 15, 1975, Bangabandhu and most of his immediate family were assassinated in a brutal mili-
tary coup. Despite this tragic end, his legacy as the ‘Father of the Nation’ remains inviolable. He endures as the 
supreme symbol of Bengali nationalism, self-determination, and liberation. His dream of a prosperous and equita-
ble ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Golden Bengal) continues to inspire the nation's developmental journey and democratic aspi-
rations.  
 
 

References: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awami_League 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970_Pakistani_general_election 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Searchlight 
https://youtu.be/hIYnw08L1dE?si=mZsXFPoMbTd2Z9Cf&sfnsn=mo Continued on Page 36 

World Media Watch 
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The Speech that Forged a Nation: Bangabandhu's 7th March Address 
 
Delivered to a mammoth crowd at the Ramna Racecourse Maidan (now Suhrawardy Udyan) in Dhaka, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's speech on March 7, 1971, is arguably one of the most powerful and con-
sequential political speeches of the 20th century. 
 
Faced with the Pakistani regime's refusal to transfer power after a decisive electoral victory, Bangabandhu stood 
at a critical juncture. His address was a masterclass in political strategy, balancing fierce defiance with tactical 
nuance. He did not outright declare independence, thereby avoiding giving the waiting Pakistani military an im-
mediate pretext for full-scale war. Instead, he issued a clear ultimatum, outlining four conditions for the regime to 
meet to avoid a confrontation. 
 
The speech's enduring power lies in its iconic climax, where he shifted from negotiation to a direct call to action: 
“The struggle this time is for our emancipation! The struggle this time is for our independence!" ("Ebarer san-
gram amader muktir sangram, ebarer sangram swadhinatar sangram!") 
 
He instructed every Bengali to turn their home into a fortress and to fight with whatever they had. This directive 
transformed the speech from a political address into a de facto declaration of war and a framework for the im-
pending liberation struggle. 
 
Recognized by UNESCO for its world-historical importance, the speech is preserved in the ‘Memory of the 
World Register’. It served as the definitive moral and tactical blueprint that unified the Bengali nation, inspiring 
millions to prepare for the sacrifice ahead and ultimately catalyzing the nine-month Liberation War that would 
birth Bangladesh.     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqLHavO0HpQ&t=2s 
 
March 23, 1971: Flag hoisting ceremony of Independent Bangladesh 
 
 After hoisting the flag of the Independent Bangladesh in the lawn of his residence, historic House no. 32 Banga-
bandhu takes salute of Volunteers with dummy rifle on March 23, 1971 
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19g7F34pMP/ 
 
Bangabandhu at the NAM Summit, Algiers (1973) 

 
At the 1973 Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) Summit in Algiers, Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman intro-
duced the world to the newly independ-
ent Bangladesh on a major internation-
al stage for the first time. His speech 
was a powerful diplomatic triumph 
with several key messages: 
 
1.A Moral Victory: He framed Bangla-
desh's liberation struggle as a triumph 
of justice and self-determination 
against overwhelming oppression and 
genocide. He sought and received glob-
al solidarity for the immense sacrifices 
of his people. 
 
2. A New Foreign Policy Doctrine: He 
famously proclaimed, "Friendship to 
all, malice towards none," outlining 

Bangladesh's core foreign policy principle of maintaining neutral, friendly relations with every nation, regard-
less of Cold War blocs. 

 
3.  Advocacy for the Global South: True to the NAM spirit, he passionately argued for a new interna-

tional economic order to address the disparities between developed and developing nations, champi-
oning the cause of the world's poor and oppressed. 

Continued on Page 37 

World Media Watch 
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In essence, the speech was not just an introduction but a declaration. It announced Bangladesh's arrival as a sover-
eign, peaceful nation committed to global justice and cooperation, firmly establishing its place within the commu-
nity of non-aligned nations. 
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18WJjzJma1/ 
 
Bangabandhu's speech at Parliament  
  

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1CE5N6Yo5D/ 
 
"The Assassin Next Door" is a CBC Documentary 
The Fifth Estate documentary that investigates the 1975 assassination of Bangladesh's Father of the Nation, Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the subsequent life of one of the convicted assassins found living freely in   
Canada. 
 
The film focuses on Noor Chowdhury, one of the army officers who took part in the coup. It reveals how he fled to 
Canada, all while being a fugitive wanted by Bangladesh for murder. The documentary exposes the legal and dip-
lomatic failures that allowed him to live in Ontario for decades, despite an extradition request from Bangladesh. 
Canada's inability to extradite him, due to its laws prohibiting extradition to countries that practice the death penal-
ty, created a prolonged and controversial standoff. 
 
In short, the documentary connects a pivotal moment in South Asian history to a modern-day immigration and jus-
tice scandal in Canada, highlighting a killer's quiet life in a suburban Canadian neighborhood while evading inter-
national justice. 
 
https://youtube.com/watch?v=guFAUgzsq0w&si=zCxbhFqDtc6kb143  
 

The author is an Engineer (BUET), currently residing at Toronto, Canada 

World Media Watch 
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LatƏƌƵƬ KabƏƘ 

BANGABANDHU: REDISCOVERING A LEGACY 
THROUGH GEN Z EYES  

  

For many of us in Gen Z, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman lives in history books, documen-
taries, and commemorative speeches. We didn’t witness his era, nor did we feel the electric waves 
of hope that swept through a newly liberated Bangladesh. Yet today, as we navigate an increasingly 
complex world, we find ourselves drawn back to his vision—not as a symbol frozen in time, but as 
a source of inspiration and reflection. 
 

Between Memory and Reality Bangabandhu dreamed of a free, inclusive, and self-reliant Bangla-
desh, where every citizen could live with dignity and justice. But as Gen Z, we often question: have 
we truly lived up to his ideals? Rising inequality, corruption, and political polarization make his 
vision seem distant at times. And yet, the dream still matters—perhaps now more than ever. 
 

Democracy and Justice: The Unfinished Conversation  
Our generation has grown up with global access to infor-
mation. We care deeply about democracy, human rights, and 
social justice—but we are also more skeptical than ever. Dur-
ing the July 2024 movement, we saw firsthand how narra-
tives were manipulated, how social media became a battle-
ground of disinformation, and how our hopes were weapon-
ized by forces we barely understood. Bangabandhu once said, 
“The struggle of Bengal is the struggle for emancipation.” As 
Gen Z, we are still fighting—this time not for independence 
from foreign rule, but for liberation from misinformation, 
inequality, and cultural divides. 

 

Reclaiming the Narrative  
To honor Bangabandhu’s legacy, we need to do more than commemorate—we need to participate. 
That means questioning everything, holding power accountable, and protecting our diversity. It 
means being vigilant when digital platforms try to polarize us and resisting attempts to reduce his 
vision to mere slogans. 
Bangabandhu’s Bangladesh was meant to be inclusive, secular, and just. These values are not arti-
facts; they are living principles we must redefine and defend in our time. 
 

Looking Forward  
For Gen Z, Bangabandhu is more than the “Father of the Nation.” He is a reminder that true leader-
ship blends courage, empathy, and the willingness to dream big. If we are to shape the Bangladesh 
we want, we must embrace his ideals but forge our own path—rooted in critical thinking, civic re-
sponsibility, and unity.  

The story isn’t over. It’s ours to write now. 

 
Latiful Kabir is a Bangladeshi-Canadian profession- al engineer.  


