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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

On this solemn occasion of the 50th Martyrdom Anniversary of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, we pay our deepest respect and heartfelt tribute to the greatest Bengali of all
time. His unwavering commitment, visionary leadership, and boundless love for the people of Bangla-
desh led our nation to independence in 1971.

August 15th remains a day of profound grief and reflection, as we remember the brutal assassination of
Bangabandhu and most of his family members in 1975. Yet, his ideals, dreams, and indomitable spirit
continue to inspire generations.

Let us honor his legacy by upholding the values of justice, equality, and democracy that he cherished.
May we remain united in our efforts to build a prosperous, inclusive, and golden Bangladesh—Sonar
Bangla—that he envisioned.

Bangabandhu lives on in our hearts, in our aspirations, and in the very foundation of our beloved nation.

Joy Bangla
Joy Bangabanhu

Prof Dr Md Habibe Millat
MBBS, FRCS(Edin)
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EDITOR"S NOTE

Commemorating 15 August 1975

On this sad day of August 15, we remember with humble respect the great architect of
independence, Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Banga-
mata Begum Fazilatunnesa Mujib, along with all the martyrs of that day. Today, we re-
member Bangabandhu's genuine love for Bengalis, his continuous struggle for world
peace, and his principles, ideals and visionary leadership in the struggle for the liberation
of the poor, oppressed and deprived people.

Possessing a big heart of compassion, he loved all, both enemies and friends, and
brought freedom and independence to the Bengali nation to live with their heads held
high in the court of the world. He gave everything in his life to this nation, taking nothing
away. The boy of Tungipara, where he was born, is sleeping peacefully in eternal sleep

today.

We pay our deepest respect and homage to all the martyrs who laid down their lives that
day and pray for the peace and forgiveness of their departed souls. It was the good for-
tune of Bengalis for a thousand years to have a leader like Bangabandhu. It was our mis-
fortune to lose the greatest Bengali of a thousand years, the Father of the Nation, that

day.

He is the source of all our inspiration in the progress of peace and prosperity of the
Bengali nation.

Mohammad Abdur Rashid M. Eng., PhD, SMIEE
Editor
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RECOUNTING THE BIRTH OF BANGLADESH:
A CANADIAN PERSPECTIVE

Rabiul Alam

The history of the people and the land which is Bangladesh today is unique and perhaps strange too. Freedom en-
joyed by this land and her people was very short compared to the much longer period of occupation and subjugation.
After the 55™ anniversary of independence of Bangladesh this year, the nation again at the crossroads, wake up to a
new reality, old challenge. Prolonged political struggle, blood-drenched war, epochal sacrifices of millions earned us
freedom — is that history written on the sands!

March 1971

After the Military regime headed by General Yahya Khan of Pakistan invalidated the election results won by the
Bengali population living in then East Pakistan with majority mandate, on March 25, 1971, in the darkness of the
night the barbaric military campaign under the banner ‘Operation Searchlight’ ensued triggering shock waves around
the world. The regime declared martial law, used military tanks and armored vehicles to massacre thousands of
Dhaka University students, prominent academics and intelligentsia and even homeless day labourers sleeping on the
footpath of Dhaka city. In the wee hours of March 26 Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was picked up by the
military from his residence at road — 32, Dhanmondi, Dhaka and taken to West Pakistan charged with treason! The
forces of evil, the Army fanned out across the rural hinterland, burning houses/property and massacring men, wom-
en, children on sight.

News blackout made it impossible to find out the fate of our family in Dhaka and outlying areas in East Pakistan.
Our main source of news was the BBC from London, UK. In Canada news of the ominous events in East Pakistan
was trickling in the national news media, the Toronto Star, Globe and Mail and CBC.

On March 26, 1971, Toronto, about 20-25 Bengalis from East Pakistan assembled in front of the Pakistan consulate
in Toronto to protest the military atrocities and massacre. Media interest was lukewarm. The Pakistan High Commis-
sion and Pakistani Associations were the main source of information for the Canadians.

On March 27, Toronto, the prestigious Canadian newspaper ‘The Globe and Mail’ interviewed me about the Dhaka
massacre, in particular safety of our family and published it on the following day.

There was no unanimity in the East Pakistani (Bangladeshi)group. Some were sceptical about the reality of inde-
pendence movement, the motives of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and were unsure about the extent of
massacres as reported. A few students on scholarships wanted to be neutral. Some were openly sympathetic to the
solidarity of Pakistan; some wanted to stay in the background for the safety of their family back home, and fear of
job security in Canada.

The daily news releases and vocal media campaign from the Pakistan High Commission were downplaying news
about the massacres and branding the students, professionals and political leaders in East Pakistan as miscreants,
outlaws, apostates, Indian and foreign agents and misguided individuals out to break up Pakistan. We were outnum-
bered by Pakistanis and their sympathizers about 15-1 in

Toronto.

The Canadian Government and the public were slow in reaction on the reality of the suppression of democracy, mas-
sacres of unarmed citizens and the brutal kidnapping of the majority party leader & would be Prime minister Banga-
bandhu Sheikh. Mujibur Rahman for a treason trial in the military court.

The military repressions in East Pakistan were unfolding on the heels of the Quebec separatist movement, Canada's
worst national crisis since the confederation was born. The Quebec Provincial minister Pierre LaPorte was kid-
napped and murdered, a British consul from Montreal was kidnapped. The separatist's ferocity forced the Bourassa
government of Quebec to operate out of a bunker for several months. Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau invoked the
infamous war measures act, the first time in Canadian history, to save the country from breaking up.

The government and to a large degree Canadians were less sympathetic to the breakup of Pakistan as sought by the
Bengali nationalists in then East Pakistan. Canada's position was largely influenced by the fear of separating Quebec
from Canada. Canada was promoting a compromise solution between East and West Pakistan by releasing Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and thereby keeping the Commonwealth family in harmony.

Over the next several weeks an action committee of committed Bengali individuals from Toronto, Ottawa, Hamilton,

Continued on Page 4

The Spotlight GCDG Newsletter Voll Issue 9




Volumel Issue 9 email: contact@globalcdg.org August 20 2025
RECOUNTING THE BIRTH OF BANGLADESH: A CANADIAN PERSPECTIVE

London (Ontario) and Montreal coalesced an organised campaign on three fronts:

1.Establish a network with well known and respected mainstream Canadians to help to convey our democratic aspi-
rations to Canadians.

2. Advocate for the plight of millions of refugees requiring food and shelter urgently, and to stop any arms supplies
to the military to halt repression and genocidal activities inside East Pakistan.

3. Secure the immediate release of Bangabandhu Sk. Mujibur Rahman, who was facing execution by a military
tribunal in West Pakistan.

I met the CBC anchor Mr. Stanley Burke through the Globe and Mail. Over time he became my mentor, and over
time a father figure for our cause. I met him on many occasions, visited his residence seeking advice and guidance
on how to develop awareness of our struggle for survival as a people. He was always there when we needed him.
Mr. Burke arranged a private session at his residence with MP. Barney Danson, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Prime minister, later to became Minister of Defence. We forcefully highlighted the plight of refugees and, urgent
need for government humanitarian aid. Also urged his government to stop shipment of arms to Pakistan. Mr. Dan-
son undertook to speak to Mitchell Sharp, External Affairs Minister and guided us to contact Mr. Sharp's office in
Ottawa. Four members of the action committee was in attendance.

Mr. Burke introduced me to Reverend Scott, the Church of Anglican Primate of Canada and Jack Shea, the head of
the Oxfam Canada, they became the consistent and most influential advocate for urgent aid for Bangladeshi (East
Pakistani) refugees in India. These two organizations were the consistent and leading advocates to highlight the
sufferings of trapped Bengalis under continued military repression inside East Pakistan. Reverend Scott organised
an interfaith campaign for humanitarian aid and prayers at Sunday services in all church denomination for the suf-
ferings of Bengalis, seeking donations for the helpless refugees and starved Bangladeshis inside East Pakistan.
Reverend Scott, a father figure of immense stature, now deceased, will continue to illuminate Canadian humanity.

April 1971

By April we embarked on a coherent strategy of rebutting and challenging every media release and misinformation
by the Pakistani High Commission. A volunteer team was formed of mainstream Canadians, led by Mrs. Madeline
Alam. The volunteers also undertook to speak to community groups, churches and students at school. Letter to the
Editor, articles and community news were used to convey our messages to a larger group of Canadians through
mainstream popular news media like the Toronto Star, the Globe and Mail, the Toronto Sun and other print media
and community newsletters published from Ottawa and Montreal. Voices from Canadians were proving to have
positive effects. Letters can be found in archives of the respective papers.

Stanley Burke's article ""Should Citizens step into the conflict in Pakistan" published in Toronto Star April. 28
challenged the Canadian conscience on humanity and asked how its traditional role can play for useful purpose in
this dispute. The debate resonated across Canada, questions were raised at the House of commons, halls of commu-
nity groups, and churches. It served as a discussion point for our cause.

May 1971

By May, we considerably expanded political networks and began to get traction on refugees and humanitarian is-
sues, signed a joint fundraising agreement with the help of Oxfam Canada, India-Canada Association and Church
groups. The coordinated effort gained a momentum for refugee support aids, govt. of Canada, Red Cross and other
NGOs joined in. Millions were raised and channeled through the aid delivery organizations My personal focus was
on political contacts and targeted individuals while other members took to academics, NGO institutions and com-
munity leaders on fund raising, and donations of material reliefs for the refugees. By the end of May our contacts
with refugee camps and freedom fighters' logistical groups were established, particularly with Sheikh Fazlul Huq
Mani and Aminul Huq Badsha and ABM Musa. The Oxfam, UNICEF and other NGOs were setting up their supply
logistics in the area. Oxfam was helpful to maintain communication channels with refugee camps and families. Our
mainstream contacts were fact checking and responding to Pakistani propaganda machine.

My contacts in Toronto included Andrew Brewing MP and the foreign affairs critic of the NDP, Stephen Lewis,
leader of the opposition to Ontario Provincial Government, Darcy McKew, MLA and provincial cabinet minister
and David Lewis leader of the NDP among notable sympathisers.

Dr. Rehman Sobhan, the roving ambassador for Bangladesh was in Toronto on a scheduled trip to Canada to pro-
mote the official version of the Bangladesh government in exile. On May 1, 1971, Pakistanis tried to disrupt a com-
munity meeting with Dr. Sobhan which resulted in some minor scuffles, but they failed.

May 5, Stanley Burke hosted a well publicised press conference, hosting Dr. Sobhan at the national press gallery in
Ottawa. Details of Dr.Sobhan's remarks were published by the Canadian National media. Following day, the Lead-

er of opposition Hon. Robert Stanfield, and the NDP critic Andrew Brewin raised the Ban%adesh issue in ghe
ontinued on page
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House of Commons and pressed Mitchell Sharp, Foreign Minister to state Canada's commitment to humanitarian
aid and whether it was reaching the victims directly and concern about detention of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Dr.
Sobhan was accorded a confidential meeting with Mitchell's Sharps Parliamentary secretary the following day.

The Following week, I along with three Action committee members from Ottawa, met with the principal assistant of
Foreign Minister Mitchell Sharp to follow up on Dr. Sobhan’s press conference.

In May, we were alerted by our contacts in TUC (Trade Union Congress) in NY that an ocean vessel named Padma
just loaded an arms consignment for Pakistan was on the way to Montreal to pick up additional cargo destined for
Pakistan. Our compatriots in Montreal and longshore man's union were alerted about the military cargo which may
be used against our people in Bangladesh, then East Pakistan. I convened a media briefing in Toronto, sought an
assurance from the Canadian government that no Canadian arms would be added to the US supply and urged for an
arms embargo. An article in the Toronto Star triggered a flurry of media releases from the US state department con-
cerning the legality of that arms cargo and clarification by Canadian authorities of it's role in the House of Com-
mons. Our Montreal compatriots worked tirelessly to convince the long shore union to stop loading Canadian cargo
and to delay Padma until Canada's position is clarified.

July 1971

By July, we were informed by the leaders of refugee camps and the logistic coordinators, about some success in
engaging the Pakistani army inside East Pakistan and the flow of relief supplies to the camps. We were told to
maintain our focus on direct aid for the refugees and continue highlighting the military repression and humanitarian
issues inside East Pakistan.

August 1971

In August, we organised a demonstration against Hamidur Rahman Chowdhury at the Pakistan Day celebration in
Toronto. He was on a tour justifying the causes leading to martial law and imprisonment of Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. There were about 30-40 demonstrators including some from west Bengal. Scuffles and skirmishes resulted in
some people receiving minor injuries including our 11-month-old daughter.

"In August 19-21, Jack Shea of Oxfam Canada in concert with Stanley Burke spearheaded an International Confer-
ence on catastrophic humanitarian issues in East Pakistan at the University of Toronto Campus chaired by Dr. Hugh
Kingsleyside, director general of UN Technical Assistance. The High profile conference brought together about 30
distinguished parliamentarians, Senators, professionals, Nobel laureates /academics, churchmen, military experts
and social workers from around the world."

Notable dignitaries included: Senate Foreign Relations committee chair Frank Church designate, retired Indian Ar-
my Chief of Staff General R N Chowdhury, Dr.Horeman Dahl of Ford Foundation, Dr. John Rohde and Dr. Cornela
Rhode of Harvard Uni, Dr. Henna Pavenek, Dr Gustav Pavenek, Dr.Stanley Walport of California University and
Homer Jack secretary of Inter Faith Religion for Peace, Canadian notables included. Rev. Scott, Stanley Burke, Bar-
ney Danson, Andrew Brewin, three Bengalis including Mr.Siddique from Washington and myself.

It was an open forum where Pakistani officials were also invited, unfortunately none participated. The conference
was led at a time when world leaders were largely indifferent despite repeated warnings of UN Secretary General of
the staggering cost of refugee operations left as a burden for India, serious concern about the reports of certainty of
famine in East Pakistan by October and General Yahya Khan's determined action on a secret trial of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

"The conference resulted in a now famous ‘The Toronto Declaration’. The thrust of this Declaration was to ask all
concerned people to prevail upon their governments with utmost urgency to urge for both humanitarian and political
actions while there is still time". It included-

1. calling for an immediate end to all killing

2, to terminate all military equipment deliveries to Pakistan

3. to suspend all economic aid to Pakistan

4. to channel all possible resources into a massive emergency program for famine relief in East

Pakistan by the UN.

5. to make firm continuing commitment to share economic burden of supporting refugees in India

6. to intervene to save the life of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

September 1971
The declaration thrust was deliberately non-political to maximise it's humanitarian appeal. The Toronto declaration

of concern caused waves not only in the minds of the Canadians but also in the minds of various )
Continued on page 6
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world communities and leaders. In the Senate of the US, Senator Frank Church introduced the resolution transpired
out of the Toronto Declaration of Concern obtained unanimous support to print the entire declaration in the Con-
gressional Record of the 92nd Congress, Sept. 14, 1971.

Senator Frank Church encouraged our group to come to Capitol Hill to lobby foreign relations committee due to
meet on Pakistani crises. Three available members of the Action committee including Dr. Huq, of Hamilton, were
in Washington during the senate hearing with a productive outcome.

Every national news media in Canada gave full coverage of the declaration and the name of the participants. Out of
the ‘Toronto Declaration’ grew the South Asia Committee, mandated to implement the ideas transpired from the
three-day conference. Under the leadership of Stanley Burke, the group came up with a concept of a non-
governmental group initiative entitled “The Proposal for Pakistan Tribunal."

In the ensuing months the daily news of the plight of refugees and the impact on Indian economy, ruthless repres-
sion of the Pakistani army, and the spectre of a catastrophic human tragedy became a growing concern. Canada and
the Commonwealth began to shift away from the viability of the Pakistani position. The issue of Independent Bang-
ladesh, aid for refugees

and the release of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman became an open discussion topic in government

decision corridors.

November to December 1971

By November I moved to Halifax., With the help of the local Oxfam director, Mike Fitzsimmons, we organised
seminars and discussion sessions on refugee issue and war in East Pakistan. A dialogue session with the Pakistani
group escalated into a confrontation and physical scuffles. We continued to work through community and church
groups for donations and humanitarian aids. Mr. Heath McQuarrie, Conservative MP from PEI and the leader of
opposition Hon. Robert Stanfield MP, from Truro, NS, were active supporters of our cause. They continued to
press the government at the House of commons to state Canada's position. I had the opportunity to meet with both
leaders in Halifax to update our concerns. Heath McQuarrie joined us as a guest of honour on our first Independent
Day celebration at the Dalhousie Campus and hoisted the first National Flag of the Republic of Bangladesh.

In a global community of nations, the interest of the Big Power stake holders often dictates success and failures of
legitimacy of a nation of people. In our struggle of independence big power interests did have significant hand for
prolonging the misery and suffering of our people. Arms struggle alone cannot always achieve what is fair and just.
There are nations of people around the world with just cause, continue to struggle, or fade into the footnotes of his-
tory for lack of global support. Expatriate Bangladeshis played their part, however limited, achieved by the strength
of their convictions, and sustained efforts to win the heart and minds of Canadians.

Post Script:

I was in the new country of Bangladesh in January 1972, at the request of Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni. As a matter of
record my travel documents included a letter of introduction from Enayet Karim, Head of Bangladesh Mission
Washington with a temporary visa from the Indian High Commission in Ottawa.

I had the opportunity to brief Sheikh Fazlul Huq Moni and later Bangabandhu Sheikh.Mujibur Rahman on the con-
certed activism in Canada during the war of Independence. I was asked to accompany visiting British Minister of
International Development Hon. John Stonehouse, and Dr. Rehman Sobhan to a public meeting at the G.K. Power
site in Kushtia. I gave a full account of the role played by the Canadian public and leaders on humanitarian issues
and how they pressed their government for active and generous support for our people. Minister Stonehouse spoke
of the British public support of Bangladeshi struggle for independence and generous donations. Tens of thousands
of suffering victims came from villages and towns to hear how people from the far away corners of the globe, felt
their plight and sufferings, responded with their open arms of generosity, prayers for the freedom of the people of
Bangladesh. The people of the freshly liberated Bangladesh gathered there gave a loud cheer to those who stood by
them in their darkest moments!

In August 1973, I was asked to meet with the Prime Minister, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur.Rahman in Ottawa

during the Commonwealth Conference. We met at the Holiday Inn. Banga Bandhu spoke about some pressing

problems back at home, his vision for the next 5-10 years rebuilding the new country and that he would be seeking

from PM Pierre Trudeau to accept 200,000 university graduates as immigrants from Bangladesh. That was the last
time I had the privilege to speak to my mentor, the Father of our Nation and the greatest Bangali of all time.

Rabiul Alam.

Retired Public Servant

Govt. of Canada

Vancouver, British Columbia
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SELF-GOVERNANCE AND NATIONAL PROGRESS: REVISITING THE UNI-

VERSITY ACT OF 1973 AND BAKSAL’S LOCAL AUTONOMY VISION
Latiful Kabir

1. Introduction: The Context of Autonomy in Bangabandhu’s Thought

In the aftermath of Bangladesh’s Liberation War, the new state faced not only the monumental task of physical re-
construction but also the deeper challenge of shaping democratic institutions that would reflect the values for which
the nation had fought. For Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, freedom was never confined to the removal of
colonial or military rulers; it was equally about dismantling the inherited structures of centralized control that stifled
initiative, creativity, and self-reliance.

As Bangabandhu himself declared in his electrifying 7 March 1971 address, ‘The struggle this time is
a struggle for our liberty. The struggle this time is a struggle for our independence.’ This was not just
a call for national sovereignty, but a foundational belief that autonomy—whether intellectual or civ-
ic—is the truest form of freedom.

Central to this vision was the idea of autonomy—not as an abstract slogan, but as a practical framework for empow-
ering people and institutions to govern themselves. This autonomy had two interconnected dimensions:

1. Intellectual autonomy, to be protected and nurtured in the country’s universities through the Uni-
versity Act of 1973.

2. Political and economic autonomy at the grassroots, to be realized through a constitutionally em-
powered local government system under the BAKSAL reform program in 1975.

2. The University Act of 1973: Autonomy for Intellectuals
Background
Bangladesh’s universities in the Pakistan era had been subjected to tight bureaucratic control, with the
central government exerting decisive influence over appointments, budgets, and even permissible topics
of research. This control was often used to suppress dissent and curtail progressive thought, making uni-
versities more vulnerable to political victimization than to intellectual flourishing.
In 1973, Bangabandhu’s government enacted the University Act, a landmark piece of legislation intended
to insulate higher education from direct political or bureaucratic interference.
“The ‘struggle... for our liberty’ he spoke of extended beyond the battlefield—it was a prom-
ise that universities would be nurtured as autonomous spaces of free thought, protected by
instruments like the University Act of 1973.”

Key Features of the Act

¢ Self-governance: Universities would be administered by syndicates, senates, and academic
councils, composed mainly of academics rather than political appointees.

e Appointment of leadership: While the President remained the formal Chancellor, the selection
Continued on Page 8
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of vice-chancellors and key academic officials was designed to involve significant input from within
the university community.

e Academic freedom: The Act safeguarded the right to determine curricula, research priorities,
and institutional policies without ministerial diktat.

¢ Financial independence: Universities could prepare their budgets and allocate resources ac-
cording to academic needs rather than central bureaucratic priorities.

Philosophical Underpinning
Bangabandhu envisioned universities as “nurseries of leadership”—places where free thought, open de-
bate, and academic rigour would produce leaders capable of guiding the nation. In his political philoso-
phy, intellectual autonomy was inseparable from national progress; without free thinkers, the democratic
process itself would be impoverished.
Impact and Erosion
Initially, the Act inspired optimism among academics and students, signalling a break from the past. How-
ever, subsequent political instability and changes in governance began to erode the autonomy it promised.
Political interference in appointments and funding gradually undermined the Act’s original spirit—a pat-
tern that still sparks debate in Bangladesh’s academic circles today.

3. Autonomous Local Government: BAKSAL’s Vision

Background

While universities were to be the centres of intellectual self-governance, Bangabandhu also sought to de-

centralize political and economic power. The local government system inherited from Pakistan was highly

centralized, with limited authority for elected local bodies and significant control retained by appointed

bureaucrats.

In early 1975, under the framework of BAKSAL (Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami League), Banga-

bandhu announced an ambitious program to restructure local governance as a four-tier elected system.
“Just as Bangabandhu articulated in his stirring speech about ‘liberty’ and ‘independence,’
BAKSAL'’s reforms aimed to bring that same spirit to the grass roots—translating autonomy

)

from the realm of ideas to the livelihoods of people.’

The Four-Tier Plan
1. Union Parishad — the primary decision-making body for rural development, justice, and re-
source allocation.
2. Thana (now Upazila) Parishad — coordinating local development across unions.
3. District Parishad — ensuring larger-scale planning and integration of development initiatives.

4. National Level — where local representatives could feed directly into national policy-making.

The plan sought to empower local governments constitutionally, turning them from administrative units of
the central government into self-governing bodies with budgetary control, development authority, and le-
gal standing.

Integration with Intellectual Autonomy

Bangabandhu’s vision of grassroots political autonomy complemented his reforms in higher education.

Both aimed to reduce dependence on central patronage, replacing it with institutional Continued on Page 9
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independence—in one case for scholars, in the other for citizens.

4. Intellectual and Political Autonomy: Two Pillars of Democratic Nation-Building

The 1973 University Act and the 1975 BAKSAL local government reforms were not isolated initiatives;
they were complementary pillars of a broader democratic architecture. Intellectual autonomy was meant to
safeguard the freedom of thought, enabling the production of ideas and leadership for national develop-
ment. Political and economic autonomy at the local level was designed to ensure freedom of action, ena-
bling citizens to shape their destinies.

This two-pronged approach reflected Bangabandhu’s belief that self-governance was not only a matter of
electoral democracy but also of institutional independence and social participation.

5. The Unfinished Vision and Its Relevance Today

The assassination of Bangabandhu in August 1975 brought both initiatives to an abrupt halt. The BAKSAL
local government plan was abandoned, and university autonomy gradually weakened under successive re-
gimes. While the 1973 University Act still exists on paper, political appointments, funding constraints, and
partisan influences have diluted its effectiveness. Local government, though nominally elected, often re-
mains subordinate to central ministries and dependent on bureaucratic discretion.

Yet, the relevance of Bangabandhu’s vision endures. At a time when debates about decentralization, aca-
demic freedom, and participatory democracy are once again prominent, his approach offers a framework
for reform that is both historically grounded and forward-looking.

6. Conclusion

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s concept of autonomy—whether in the halls of universities or the
villages of Bangladesh—was rooted in a simple yet transformative idea: self-governance is the founda-
tion of national progress. The University Act of 1973 sought to protect the independence of the intel-
lect, while the BAKSAL local government program aimed to place political power directly in the hands of
the people.

“If the University Act of 1973 and the BAKSAL program were incomplete acts of autonomy,
the 7 March quote reminds us why the vision still matters: ‘liberty’ and ‘independence’ must
be rooted in both our institutions and our communities.”

Although history interrupted these initiatives, the principles they embodied remain vital. Reclaiming and
modernizing Bangabandhu’s vision could be key to building a Bangladesh where thinkers are free, commu-
nities are empowered, and democracy is deeply rooted in both mind and soil.

Latiful Kabir is a Bangladeshi-Canadian professional engineer
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BANGABANDHU: LAW, LEGACY AND REFLECTIONS

S M Masum Billah, PhD

“They laid him in the coffin with disdain,
The killers, blind to his greatness.
Yet dignity and immortality, his two companions,

Offered him the most exquisite homage.”
—Shamsur Rahman, Tree, Coffin and Boat (1996)

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the rakhalraja of Bengal, whose towering presence once seemed
inseparable from the soil and rivers of this land, was struck down with his family in the cruel dawn of 15
August 1975. What was assassinated that morning was not only a man but an idea: the dream of a secular,
just, and humane republic. Yet even in death, he has remained, as though his blood mingled with the Pad-
ma, Meghna, and Jamuna to irrigate the nation’s destiny.

To write of him is first to bow in reverence. Reverence to Mujib himself, to Bangamata Fazilatunnessa, to
the young Russel who never returned to his mother’s lap, to Colonel Jamil who, by rushing unarmed to
defend his leader, rescued an entire nation from cowardice. Reverence to the four national leaders who
refused betrayal and paid with their lives. Reverence also to the millions of martyrs of 1971, and to the
beerangona mothers and sisters whose suffering still stains our skies crimson and indigo.

Bangladesh’s birth bore a unique distinction: few
nations have been simultaneously forged by the fire
of war and by the cool instrumentality of law. Mu-
jib’s Declaration of Independence (26 March 1971)
4 and the Mujibnagar Proclamation (17 April 1971)
ensured not only the legitimacy of the new state but
also expanded the horizons of international law by
exemplifying the right of peoples to self-
g determination. Within nine months of victory, anoth-
er nine months gave us the 1972 Constitution—
perhaps his greatest gift—framed in the cadence of
Tagore’s song, ecstasy of Nazrul’s creation, carrying
the brushstrokes of Zainul Abedin, the wisdom of
jurists, and above all the resolve of a people. Article
7 declared unambiguously: all powers belong to the
people. Mujib could have chosen autocracy, yet he
gave democracy, enshrining nationalism, socialism,
democracy, and secularism as our foundational pil-
lars.

This vision was not abstract. Mujib embraced it in his politics of abiding involvement—what might be
called his humble devotion. He bowed before Bhashani, deferred to Suhrawardy, saluted the freedom
fighters, cradled the maimed, wept with the bereaved, and accepted the offerings of widows and orphans
as sacred duty. He believed freedom incomplete without liberation: independence was necessary, but only
when joined with equality, justice, and dignity could it become mukti.

Thus he stood uncompromisingly against exploitation, envisioning a “democratic socialism” in which de-
mocracy was not mere procedure and socialism not mechanical dogma, but both fused in the service of
social justice. He insisted that secularism was not atheism, but the assurance that no faith would be manip-
ulated for political ends. And though rooted in Bengali nationalism, his vision stretched across the world,

Continued on Page 11
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placing him in the company of Tito, Nasser, Nyerere, Allende and Castro as a leader of the non-aligned
conscience.

All this was brutally attacked in 1975. The assassins, aided by foreign intrigues and domestic betrayal,
drenched the stairway of Dhanmondi 32 in blood. As Chief Justice Tafazzal Islam would later record in
the Bangabandhu Murder Case (2010):

“When weeping Russel wanted to go back to the lap of his mother, wounded Sheikh Naser taking shelter
in a bathroom was crying for water, Begum Fazilatunnessa Mujib seeing her husband Bangabandhu lying
dead in a pool of blood in the stair cried out and asked to kill her, ‘NIIGAT (devils) silenced all of
them with shower of bullets exceeding the cruelty perpetrated by the demon force of devil Yeazid in Kar-
bala.”

The Indemnity Ordinance that followed mocked justice by shielding the killers, embedding a culture of
impunity into the Constitution itself. They were rewarded with diplomatic postings, their crime sanctified
by law. Thus, the nation entered a long night in which Mujib’s ideals were silenced, and military rulers
governed in the shadow of Pakistan’s Ayub and Yahya.

Sheikh Hasina, returning in 1981, carried her father’s blood as both burden and vow. Twenty-two at-
tempts have been made on her life, but she endured, and in 1996 repealed the Indemnity Act. Through or-
dinary criminal courts—not martial tribunals—she placed the killers on trial, completing a legal journey
unprecedented in the global South. In 2010, five of the assassins were executed, but others remain shel-
tered abroad: Noor Chowdhury in Canada, Rashed Chowdhury in the United States. That these countries,
otherwise champions of human rights, still harbor convicted assassins of a head of state under the pretext
of opposition to capital punishment, remains a stain on international justice.

And yet, the question lingers: has justice been done? Legally, perhaps. But historically,
many of the masterminds and accomplices have escaped scrutiny. One may say that
Mujib’s murder was avenged, but not the assassination of the Father of the Nation. For
history’s debt is heavier than the court’s verdict.

Bangladesh saw remarkable growth during Sheikh Hasina’s terms (2009-2024).
4 Bangabandhu’s vision of making a Sonar Bangla was central to her governance, fo-
cused on the socio-economic emancipation of the people. The failures were not few,
but they were the failures of a fledgling democracy, scarred by terrorism, extremism,
the inherited politics of hatred, coups, impunity, and conspiracy.

She was forced aside on 5 August 2024, following a controversial “July Uprising” shaped by domestic
reactionaries and international actors. From behind the shadows, Professor Muhammad Yunus emerged to
lead an interim administration. Among its many policies was an effort to suppress memory itself—to erase
Bangabandhu’s teachings and philosophy from national life.

But on 15 August 2025, only a year later, Bangladesh witnessed an unprecedented outpouring of love and
homage across every stratum of society. Perhaps it was because the interim administration sought to
choke mourning, to push grief underground, that Bangabandhu’s admirers rediscovered themselves with
renewed intensity. The very attempt to silence gave voice; the attempt to suppress gave strength. The day
became not only one of grief but of rediscovery, reassertion, and quiet defiance—an affirmation that Mu-
jib’s dream still lives, and that time and again, when the nation drifts, Bangladesh finds its way back to
Bangabandhu.

For Mujib’s dream was not of mere independence but of liberation. He pledged with his blood that

4 Continued on page 12
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freedom would be followed by justice, and he fulfilled that promise on the stairway of his home. His un-
finished autobiography is filled with the language of love—for the poor, for the toiling, for the forgotten.
He wanted a nation of “golden men,” where dignity and equality would define citizenship. That remains
our unfinished work.

Today, as old conspiracies once again stir, and as opportunists attempt to erase or distort, the task of the
young is clear: to carry forward the ideals of the Constitution of 1972, to nurture nationalism, democracy,
social justice, and secularism not as partisan slogans but as national commitments, and to guard against
exploitation in every guise. For as long as Bangabandhu’s memory inspires tears of devotion, as long as
millions gather in his name, his assassination can never be complete.

g=» He himself said on 7 March 1971: “The blood you once shed
to free me, I shall repay with my own blood.” And so he did.
The red that flowed down the steps of Dhanmondi 32 blended
with the rivers of Bengal, marking forever the covenant be-
- tween a leader and his people.

' The task now is to honor that covenant—not only by mourn-
Y ing but by realizing his dream. That is the justice still due. For
in truth, Bangladesh will find its way, again and again, in the
A time of Bangabandhu.

The promise remains unfinished. As Syed Shamsul Haq wrote in Nuruldiner Sarajibon:

“We await the dawn

When gentle dreams descend upon weary eyes...

When in joy and sorrow, bread and hope,

All shall be one, in the golden Bengal of our longing.”

Joy Bangla. Joy Bangabandhu.
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HOW THE CIA AND THEIR LOCAL PROGENIES ASSASSINATED
BANGLADESH’S FOUNDING FATHER AND SHOOK THE WORLD

By Anwar A. Khan

The Carnage of 15 August 1975!

In the silent, ominous hours before dawn on 15 August 1975, the heart of Bangladesh was ripped out.
The man who had birthed a nation through blood, sweat, and boundless courage—Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman—was brutally murdered alongside most of his family. This was no mere coup born of
petty factionalism; it was a carefully choreographed act of political regicide, engineered by the CIA of the
United States in collusion with local conspirators—political orphans, disgruntled Bangladesh army officers,
and ideological heirs of the anti-liberation forces who had once sought to drown the Bengali dream in the
rivers of 1971’s blood.

The carnage was both intimate and monumental. Mujib’s residence at 32 Dhanmondi was transformed
into a slaughterhouse. Bullets riddled the body of the man who had led his people through the tempest of
genocide to the dawn of freedom in 1971. His wife, Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib—his lifelong companion
in struggle—was gunned down. His sons, Sheikh Kamal, Sheikh Jamal, and the young Sheikh Russel,
barely a child of age 10, were executed with cold efficiency. Daughters-in-law were slaughtered without
mercy. This was not simply murder; it was a calculated attempt to erase an entire bloodline, to decapitate
the moral and political leadership of Bangladesh in one fell swoop.

The shock reverberated far beyond Dhaka. Across the world, governments, liberation movements, and
ordinary citizens recoiled at the barbarity. How could a people so recently emancipated be plunged into
such darkness? The answer lay not merely in the treachery of a handful of soldiers, but in a web of inter-
national intrigue.

By the mid-1970s, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s foreign policy—anchored in non-alignment, economic self-
reliance, and South—South solidarity—had made him a thorn in the side of Cold War strategists in Wash-
ington. He refused to be a pawn in the U.S. chessboard. His warmth towards India and the Soviet Union,
his fierce defense of national sovereignty, and his outspoken criticism of imperialist interference made him
a marked man. Bangladesh under Mujib had also begun rebuilding ties with socialist nations, opening
trade doors with Cuba, and advocating for a New International Economic Order—policies that irked the
architects of U.S. global hegemony.

The CIA’s fingerprints on political assassinations of the era are well documented—from Lumumba in the
Congo to Allende in Chile. Bangladesh, barely four years old, became another stage for this ruthless doc-
trine. Declassified cables and historical testimonies point to American diplomatic circles maintaining close
contact with disgruntled military officers, many of whom were ideologically aligned with Pakistan’s pro-
Western, anti-communist elite. These officers, some trained in the United States, carried not only weap-
ons but also the toxic conviction that Mujib’s Bangladesh had strayed too far from the orbit of Western
control.

The local executioners were not random mutineers; they were ideological progenies of the defeated forc-
es of 1971. Many were linked, directly or by affinity, to the political strands that had opposed Bangla-
desh’s independence—men who viewed the Liberation War of 1971 as a mistake and saw in Mujib an ex-
istential threat to their ambitions. The coup was their vindication, sanctioned and amplified by the CIA’s
long shadow.

The aftermath was as chilling as the crime itself. Instead of national mourning, the state apparatus was
swiftly commandeered to whitewash the assassinations. The infamous Indemnity Ordinance, promulgated
by Khondaker Mostaq Ahmad—himself a usurper elevated to the presidency—shielded the killers from
prosecution. The killers were rewarded with diplomatic postings abroad; their crimes laundered in the
name of political “stability.” This was the kind of “order” foreign intelligence agencies favored: pliant, mal-
leable, and purged of inconvenient nationalist icons.

The moral inversion was complete. The very men who had betrayed the republic were feted as saviors.
Political power shifted to an axis hostile to the spirit of 1971, an axis that reopened the space for Jamaat-e
-Islami and other anti-liberation forces to re-enter the political bloodstream of Bangladesh. This was no
accident—it was the structural realignment the conspirators, both foreign and domestic, had sought.
Continued on Page 14
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But even the most ruthless of assassins could not erase the truth of history. Mujibur Rahman’s legacy
did not end on 15 August 1975. If anything, the brutality of that night immortalized him. His vision—of a
secular, democratic, self-reliant Bangladesh—remained etched in the conscience of millions. The rivers
he evoked in his speeches—the Padma, the Meghna, the Jamuna—continued to flow, carrying with
them the undying current of the Bengali spirit.

Yet the cost was staggering. The coup derailed Bangladesh’s democratic experiment for decades, ush-
ering in a cycle of military rule, political opportunism, and institutional corrosion. It emboldened those
who saw politics as a commodity to be traded in foreign embassies rather than a sacred trust earned in
the streets and fields. It planted the seeds for the periodic resurgence of communal and authoritarian
forces, whose shadow still lingers.

Internationally, the assassination sent a chilling message: no leader, however beloved by his people, is
beyond the reach of imperial power if he dares to defy its dictates. From Dhaka to Santiago, from Kin-
shasa to Tehran, the pattern was the same—covert destabilization, economic pressure, and when all
else failed, assassination. The moral outrage voiced in the days following 15 August 1975 eventually
faded, replaced by the cold calculus of realpolitik.

It took more than two decades, and the return of Sheikh Hasina—Mujib’s surviving daughter—to power,
for the wheels of justice to turn. The Indemnity Ordinance was repealed, trials were held, and some of
the assassins were executed. But justice delayed is justice diminished; too many died without facing the
gallows, too many accomplices lived out their days in comfort abroad. The deeper conspiracies—the for-
eign fingerprints, the complicity of entire networks—remain, in part, beyond the reach of formal justice.

Remembering 15 August is therefore not a passive act of memorialization; it is a political necessity. It
demands that we confront uncomfortable truths about the vulnerabilities of small nations in a predatory
world order, about the ease with which local betrayals can be weaponized by foreign agendas. It calls for
vigilance against the ideological heirs of those who pulled the trigger in 1975—those who still cloak their
opportunism in the language of patriotism while serving masters beyond our borders.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was not infallible; no statesman is. But his flaws were those of a
man building a nation from the ruins of war, not those of a tyrant or a traitor. His assassination was not
the verdict of history—it was the interruption of history. The architects of that interruption hoped that by
destroying the man, they could extinguish the ideals he embodied. They failed.

On every 15 August, as the nation lowers its flags and bows its head, we are reminded that the price of
freedom is eternal vigilance. We honor Mujib not by embalming him in rhetoric, but by defending the sov-
ereignty, secularism, and unity he fought for. We reject the politics of subservience and betrayal that cul-
minated in his murder. We assert, in defiance of both the conspirators of 1975 and their latter-day rein-
carnations, that Bangladesh’s destiny will be written by her people, not dictated from foreign capitals.

The world shook on 15 August 1975—not merely because a leader was killed, but because it laid bare a
brutal truth: the liberation of a nation is never final. Independence can be won on the battlefield but lost
in the shadows, to whispers in foreign chancelleries and the treachery of compatriots without a country in
their hearts.

Bangabandhu’s blood cries out from the floors of Dhanmondi 32, not for vengeance alone, but for vigi-
lance, courage, and unity. If we fail to heed that call, we risk living the nightmare of 1975 again—different
actors, different pretexts, but the same betrayal.

Let the memory of that black dawn steel our resolve. Let the conspirators, wherever they hide—in histo-
ry’s margins or in positions of present influence—know that Bangladesh remembers. And in remember-
ing Bangabandhu, Bangladesh resists.

Anwar A. Khan is a freedom fighter based in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
He writes on politics and international issues.
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BANGABANDHU'’S INDIA POLICY: BUILDING FRIENDSHIP AND
SAFEGUARDING SOVEREIGNTY

Engr. Mirza Rakib
Abstract

This article explores Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s India policy, which was deeply rooted in mutual co-
operation, friendship, and regional stability in the formative years of Bangladesh’s independence. It highlights two
historic meetings between Bangabandhu and Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the first on 10 January 1972 and
the second on 6—7 February 1972, where critical issues of bilateral relations were addressed, including the withdraw-
al of Indian troops stationed in Bangladesh after the Liberation War. Furthermore, the article examines the series of
agreements signed between 1972 and 1975 covering trade, water sharing, boundary settlement, and the Treaty of
Peace and Friendship. These diplomatic moves not only strengthened Bangladesh-India ties but also reinforced
Bangladesh’s sovereignty, international recognition, and long-term frameworks for cooperation in security, econo-
my, and culture.

Indira — Mujib Meeting

On Monday, 10 January 1972, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman arrived at Delhi airport around 8 a.m. aboard a British gov-
ernment plane, just two days after his release from a Pakistani prison. Before reaching Delhi, he had briefly stayed in
London and met former British Prime Minister Edward Heath. At Palam Airport, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
warmly received by India’s President V. V. Giri, Indira Gandhi, cabinet members, and top officials. The reception in
Delhi was marked by a 21-gun salute, the hoisting of the national flags, and the playing of the national anthems of
both Bangladesh and India.[1,2]

During his address, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman expressed profound gratitude to India for its unwavering support during
Bangladesh’s liberation war. He praised the Prime Minister, the government, the armed forces, and the citizens, and
personally thanked Indira Gandhi, noting that just two days earlier he had been imprisoned in West Pakistan, and
that she had gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure his safety. It was also acknowledged that Indira Gandhi had
made three promises: the return of all refugees, full support for the freedom fighters and the people of Bangladesh,
and his release from captivity. All three promises were fulfilled, underscoring India’s commitment to Bangladesh’s
independence and highlighting the pivotal role played by Indira Gandhi in securing Bangabandhu’s freedom. [1,2].

Withdrawal of Indian Troops

During the Liberation War, India extended wholehearted support to Bangladesh, aiding refugees and fighting along-
side the freedom fighters against Pakistani forces. However, even after independence, Indian troops remained in
Bangladesh, which Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman considered a possible obstacle to gaining international
recognition and a source of unwelcome rumors[4].

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman discussed the withdrawal of Indian troops from Bangladesh during his first
meeting with Indira Gandhi, a matter he had already raised on the plane from London to Dhaka. Initially, the army
troops were planned to be withdrawn by 30 June 1972, but Indian diplomat Shashank Shekhar Banerjee was in-
structed that the withdrawal must be completed by 31 March. In his meeting, Mujibur Rahman expressed gratitude
and inquired about the departure date of Indian forces, and Indira Gandhi assured a swift withdrawal. Later, during
his visit to India on 67 February 1972, Mujibur Rahman again raised the issue in Kolkata, and Gandhi promised all
troops would leave before 17 March. Accordingly, on 12 March 1972, Indian troops began leaving Bangladesh, with
a ceremonial farewell held at Dhaka Stadium. Just three months after independence, the complete withdrawal of In-
dian forces became possible due to Mujibur Rahman’s decisive leadership, and his Delhi stopover with Indira Gan-
dhi is remembered as a landmark decision. [5,6]

Mujib-Indira Treaty (Treaty of Peace and Friendship 1972)

It was a bilateral international agreement signed between Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
India’s Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 19 March 1972. The agreement contained a total of 12 articles. Article 11
mentioned a duration of 25 years. However, Article 10 allowed either party to terminate the agreement without giv-
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ing any reason. As a result, the agreement is largely considered a courtesy agreement without strict binding obliga-
tions. When its term ended in 1997, the agreement was not renewed. Article 9 states that each country agrees not to
support any third party attacking the other. If either country is attacked or threatened, both will consult immediately
and take necessary measures to protect peace and security[7] .

In short, the agreement established long-term friendship, non-interference, cooperative development, cultural ex-
change, and mutual security between Bangladesh and India.

Although this agreement is often referred to in India as a ‘treaty selling the country,’ it contains nothing that contra-
dicts Bangladesh’s national interests. The treaty remained in force for 25 years and was not renewed thereafter. No-
tably, even though Mujib’s opposition party was in power for 20 of those 25 years, the treaty was never cancelled or
revoked.

Water Sharing and Land Boundary Agreement between India and Bangladesh (1974)

The water agreement, enclave exchange, and land boundary agreements reflected Bangabandhu’s vision and were
passed in Parliament on May 6, 1974. Despite being falsely labelled a 25-year “servitude treaty” by anti-
independence forces, the framework guided later initiatives like Teesta water, enclave exchange, and land boundary
agreements. On May 6, 1974, Bangladesh ceded Berubari to India, and India agreed to a three-bigha corridor for
enclave access. Following Bangabandhu’s assassination on August 15, 1975, propaganda misrepresented the treaty
as “selling the country.” In 1986, Sheikh Hasina advocated for enclave corridors and funded 50 tubewells for Daha-
gram-Angarpota residents. In 1991, the BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist Party) government under Khaleda Zia secured
India’s recognition to operate the corridor during daytime. After 25 years, both countries continued implementing
the 1974 agreement, and when the Awami League returned to power in 1996, talks resumed on Teesta water, en-
clave exchange, and land boundary agreements toward full realization of the Mujib-Indira treaty [8,9,10].

India-Bangladesh Trade Agreement (1972)

The 1972 trade agreement was a crucial step in solidifying the economic ties between India and Bangladesh after
Bangladesh's liberation. It laid the foundation for future trade and economic cooperation, addressing immediate
needs and setting the stage for broader collaboration in various sectors. The agreement also reflected the close rela-
tionship forged during Bangladesh's liberation war, where India provided significant support. [11]

Conclusion

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s India policy reflected his visionary statesmanship and unwavering com-
mitment to safeguarding Bangladesh’s sovereignty while building constructive relations with its closest neighbor.
By successfully ensuring the withdrawal of Indian forces within three months of independence, engaging in land-
mark meetings with Indira Gandhi, and signing key agreements on peace, trade, and borders between 1972 and
1975, he laid the foundation of Bangladesh’s foreign policy on the principle of “friendship with all, enmity with
none.” Despite later controversies and misrepresentations, his pragmatic diplomacy established enduring structures
of cooperation that continue to shape Bangladesh-India relations and regional stability.
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The House of History and Our Army

Mabdur R. PhD

On January 10, 1972, Bangabandhu was released from pris-

W on in Pakistan and returned to the land of his beloved dream,

5 - . Bangladesh. 1 saw him with millions of people at the Race

: ‘ Course Grounds in Dhaka that day and heard his emotional
speech on that historic homecoming. He said:

"This freedom will not be complete if the people of Bengal
L“ & do not get enough rice to fill their stomachs, this freedom will
not be complete if the mothers and sisters of Bengal do not
get clothes, this freedom will not be complete if the youth of this country do not get jobs."

"This Bengal will be rebuilt, the people of Bengal will laugh, the people of Bengal will play, the people of Bengal
will live freely, the people of Bengal will eat rice to their full stomachs, this is my aspiration”

His dream was to make this country a Golden Bengal. As part of this dream, he wanted to build a modern, strong,
patriotic army. On March 11, 1974, Bangabandhu inaugurated his dream Bangladesh Military Academy at
Mainamati Cantonment in Comilla.

The first batch of cadets trained from this academy passed out on 11 January 1975. At the swearing-in ceremony,
Bangabandhu delivered a speech to the departing cadets. In this speech to the first BMA cadets, he said:

"We fought for a long time to have a military academy in Bangladesh, but we were not able to do so. Today, Bang-
ladesh is an independent sovereign state in exchange for the blood of millions of martyrs. That is why the Bangla-
desh Military Academy has been established on the soil of Bangladesh today”.

"Today, my chest is truly filled with pride. That is why the owners of Bangladesh today are the people of Bangla-
desh. That is why it has been possible to establish an academy on my own soil today. I hope that, InshaAllah, the
day will come when the name of this academy will gain respect not only in Southeast Asia but all over the world."

"Today, you have completed your training and are going to become military personnel. Your responsibility is to the
nation, your responsibility to the people, your responsibility to the country, and your responsibility to the soldiers
you will command, instruct, and lead, your responsibility to your commander, your responsibility to yourself; you
need to know your responsibilities. Otherwise, you will not be able to be human in life. No nation can grow without
discipline."

"Don't you know, when you were young, when you were in school or when you were children, the Pakistanis made
the world understand that Bengalis don't know how to fight, and that's why they didn't take Bengalis into the army. I
remember, long ago, Ayub Khan himself was the commanding adjutant; he secretly gave a circular that Bengalis
should not be taken more than 2%. I got that paper somehow. And so I started a fuss about it, although they with-
drew that order, they kept the Bengalis under control with deceit and tactics. Bengalis can't join the army, Bengalis
are cowards, Bengalis don't know how to fight; Pakistani soldiers have seen on Bengali soil how Bengalis can fight,
and their big, powerful, and powerful men have lost their lives because of the fear of the liberation forces."

"We Bengalis are not cowards. I can love my motherland. Bengalis were subjugated for ages. We were subjugated
by the British for two hundred years, and for 25 years, the minority group of West Pakistan occupied and exploited

Continued on Page 27
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my Bengali land through deceit and trickery. There was no place for Bengalis in this cantonment. Bengalis were
insulted on the streets while leaving."

"You need to remember one thing, when I have the country, when I have the soil, when I have the golden people of
Bengal, if we can produce golden sons, InshaAllah, my dream of Golden Bengal will come true one day. I may not
see it, but InshaAllah it will happen. Today, InshaAllah, no one will be able to loot the wealth of Bengal. The wealth
of Bengal will remain on the soil of Bengal. The people of Bengal will enjoy it. A nation whose thirty lakh people
can give their blood for freedom, if necessary, will give the lives of millions to protect the freedom of Bengal”.

"My sons, you are going into a new hfe Remember, you are a military officer with soldiers under you. You have a
lot to learn from them. You have to mix with them, you have to know them,
you have to stand by them in times of happiness and sorrow. You have to be
by their side. Remember, 'He who rules, he who is kind." When you rule,
learn to be kind. Stand by them in their days of sorrow. Love them. Because
they will give their lives at your command. You have to earn respect. To
i carn that respect, you have to learn discipline. You have to be honest with
yourself. You have to love your country. You have to love people and keep
your character good. Otherwise, no good work can be done."

"You be idealists. Stay on the right path. Remember, 'Smile on your face, say in your heart, and be full of energy,
you will become a human being when you are human.' Sometimes we become inhuman. After giving so much
blood, the freedom we have brought, the character of many has not changed. Even now, bribe-takers, corrupt people,
smugglers, and profiteers have made the lives of the poor people of Bengal miserable. For three long years, I have
requested, appealed, and threatened them, 'Don't listen to the stories of religion.' But no more, I have spent my youth
in prison for the people of Bengal. Seeing the suffering of these people makes me crazy. Yesterday, when I was
coming from Dhaka, I saw so much suffering, suffering from not eating, not having clothes on my body, living in so
many difficulties; thousands of people were standing on both sides to see me. Sometimes I ask, Why do you love me
so much? But those poor people work hard all day long, they have no clothes on their bodies, no food in their stom-
achs, no accommodation, millions of unemployed, Pakistanis They have looted everything, left me with nothing
except papers, | have to beg from abroad and bring them, and this gang of thieves is destroying and looting my poor
people. I have not only declared an emergency, but now I have promised that if I can struggle for 25 years among
these Pakistani oppressors, starting with Jinnah, Ghulam Mohammad, Chowdhury Mohammad Ali, Ayub Khan,
Yahya Khan, and achieve independence with the lives of three million of my people, then I will not be able to! Sure-
ly, God willing, I will be able to eradicate the corrupt, these bribe-takers, these profiteers, these smugglers from the
soil of Bengal.

“I have also taken a pledge; you also take a pledge, let the people of Bengal also take the pledge. And no, unbeara-
ble, we have lost our limits. I have not wasted my youth for this. The martyrs did not give their blood for this. A few
smugglers, profiteers, and bribe takers bring the country's wealth outside. They increase the price of things, hoard
them and kill people. They must be uprooted from the heart of Bengal. Let's see how long they can survive. Whether
the power of the thief is greater or the power of the believer is greater, that will be the proof."

"] have never bowed my head to injustice. Pakistanis have repeatedly tried to hang me; I have stood firm because
Allah was my help, the people of Bengal had my prayers, and I still have those prayers. Insha Allah, with your help,
your compassion, your work, the love of the people of the country, and the cooperation of the faithful, these crimi-
nals will be brought to justice."

"Remember, my sons, whatever you have done in life, you have to obey the orders of  cyntinyed on Page 28
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those above you who will give you orders. If you do not obey their orders, those
below you will not obey your orders. That is why you have to obey orders. I am
your Prime Minister. Many may come, many may go, I am not speaking as your
# Prime Minister, I am giving orders as the Father of your Nation, because the Fa-
.,_ , ther of the Nation only once or twice. There will be many Prime Ministers, many
8 will come, there will be many Presidents, many will come, but you know that I
: .:' love you. You stay on the right path. Love the motherland. Remember, do not let
f the Pakistani mentality come among you. You are not the soldiers of Pakistan.
You are the soldiers of Bangladesh. You will be my people's army. You are not a
| professional army. You are not just a military army. If you need it, you will have
- » to produce and eat for yourself and live. This will be my people's army. This will
be the people s army. This will not be the professional army of Pakistan. You need to be careful about this. And
"Wherever you see injustice, injustice, you will strike hard. Stand up for justice. Respect your elders. Stay on the
right path. Maintain discipline. Then you will be able to be human in life. You must not forget this."

"Remember, who are the people? Your father, your brother. Where does the money you get come from? The salaries
of all the government and private employees who are here are paid by the tax money of the poor people of Bengal.
You are not their owners. You are their servants. Your family will run on their money. Learn to respect them. Learn
to love them. Of course, wherever there is injustice, you will suppress it. But be careful that no injustice is done to
innocent people."

"My best wishes to you. I don't know if you will understand today, but I cannot express the joy in my heart in words.
But I never thought, when I was a prisoner in Agartala, when I was a prisoner in Mianwali in Pakistan, I never
thought that you would have a parade like this, that I would have a Bangladesh Military Academy and that I would
see it.  knew that it would happen, Insha Allah it would happen, I had faith, but I didn't think that [ would see it. But
Allah showed me. I want to see more. Do you know that? I want to see Golden Bengal. I want to see more. Do you
know? I want to put a smile on the faces of the sad people. I want to see more. The sad people of this country should
eat rice to their full stomachs, wear clothes, let the oppression and injustice, the oppression stop. [ want to see this."

"It takes a long time; an academy is not built in a day. It requires a lot, InshaAllah it will happen, it will happen well.
It will happen that people of the world will come to see my academy, I believe in this. You, my best wishes to you.
Remember my orders. Remember my plea for affection. I will pray for you. The people of Bengal will pray for you."

"Insha Allah! We have brought freedom to a free country with our blood. This freedom will surely remain, Insha
Allah. No one can destroy it. However, freedom will be in vain if you cannot bring smiles to the faces of the people
of Bengal. That is why I appeal to you: stay on the right path, God will surely help you. I am saying goodbye. God
bless you. Long live Bangla. Thank you."

Alas! The man who gave so much love to the army, who sowed the seeds of dreams of reaching this position today
with so much trust and love, the patriotic army made no effort to protect the house of history of independence, which
was dedicated to the people of Bangladesh, and which is intertwined with his memory. Not even a general from
among those first batch of cadets came and said, "Stop, don't cross the line, Allah, the Almighty, does not like those
who cross the line." Listen carefully, the child is crying—the child who was born in this house 54 years ago. The
child's name is Bangladesh!

The author is a retired University Teacher
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MY MEMORIES OF BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIB AND
ENCOUNTERS WITH HISTORY

Manirul Islam

I write these reflections to share my personal memories of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, encountered
within the intimacy of family life. I will also weave in the broader political tapestry of the time, along with conversa-
tions. I believe these fragments offer a unique lens through which to understand the enduring historical significance
and global resonance of the name Sheikh Mujib.

I was fortunate to meet Bangabandhu twice, each time in a family setting. Beyond these meetings, I had countless
discussions about Bangladesh with colleagues, friends, and distant acquaintances and even strangers. This was the
pre-internet era, a time when anyone who knew of Bangladesh would invariably mention one name: Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the Father of the Nation. And without fail, their next question was always tinged with frustration and an-
guish: "Why did you kill him?"

The political journey began in 1949 with the formation of the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League (later the Awami
League in 1953) by Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, Yar Mohammad Khan, Shamsul Huq, and the young activist
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, later joined by Hussein Shaheed Suhrawardy. It was founded as a democratic alternative to
the dominating Muslim League. My maternal grandfather, Advocate Kazi Mozaffar Hossain, was its founding Chair-
man, a role he assumed at Sheikh Mujib's initiative (Osomampto Atmojiboni p125). Throughout this period, includ-
ing the pivotal events of February 21, 1952, Sheikh Mujib was frequently in and out of prison until his release in ear-
ly 1953.

The Pakistan government then announced the first legislative elections for East Bengal since independence. In re-
sponse, the opposition Juktofront (United Front) alliance was formed between the Awami League and the Krishak
Sramik Party to challenge the Muslim League. A vigorous campaign swept across East Bengal (not yet officially
renamed East Pakistan) in 1953, led by Haque, Bhasani, Suhrawardy, and the young, lanky, and energetic Sheikh
Mujib.

It was during this fervent campaign that a small family story became part of history. In February 1953, my elder sis-
ter Selina was born at my grandfather's (Nana) house. As the first grandchild, she was the center of my grand-
mother's (Nani) world. When Haq, Bhasani, and Suhrawardy were scheduled to visit Gopalganj for a rally, my Nana,
as local party chair, volunteered to host them.

Overwhelmed with preparations, my Nani lamented to Sheikh Mujib when he came to check on the arrangements,
"Mojibor, because of your party, I am neglecting my first grandchild."

Sheikh Mujib replied with firm affection, "Bubu (elder sister), listen. One day I shall be the Prime Minister of this
country. Then I shall take your granddaughter (nathi) to make tea for me."

The 1954 provincial election delivered a landslide victory for the Juktofront, which won 223 of 309 seats. The Mus-
lim League Chief Minister, Nurul Amin, and his entire cabinet were defeated. The result sent an unmistakable mes-
sage to the federal center—a message they tragically misconstrued, setting the nation on a path to its inevitable desti-

ny.
Years later, amid massive political upheaval, power was handed from one military junta to another on March 25,
1969, when Ayub Khan yielded to General Yahya Khan. President Yahya announced a national assembly election

for October 5, 1970, ostensibly to restore democracy. The date was later postponed to December 7, officially due to
monsoon floods, though critics argued the true motive was to break the Awami League's undeniable momentum.

Then, on November 8, 1970, the catastrophic Bhola cyclone struck. The government's callous response to the suffer-
ing millions became a final catalyst for the election. While all other parties called for another postponement, Banga-
bandhu—the title "Friend of Bengal" bestowed upon him by the people—stood alone. At a press conference, he
warned that frustrating the polls would force the people to "make the supreme sacrifice of another million lives, if
need be, so that we can live as a free people." President Yahya agreed to defer elections only in the seven worst-hit
constituencies, holding firm on the December 7 date for the rest.

We were living in my father's workplace, Mathbaria, one of the postponed areas. In that constituency conventional
wisdom predicted a close race between the National Awami Party and the Muslim League, with the Awami League
candidate a distant third.

The results from the rest of the country shattered all predictions. The people of East Pakistan delivered a resounding
victory to the Awami League, making it the single largest party in the assembly. Now, Bangabandhu turned his at-
tention to the remaining southern seats. When he came to Mathbaria, a crowd of unprecedented size gathered to hear
his thunderous voice and clarion call for support. The shift in the public mood was palpable.

After the rally, during a meeting with local leaders, the Secretary of Mathbaria Awami League mentioned that the
eldest daughter of Advocate Mozaffar Hossain—my mother—was in town. Bangabandhu expressed a desire to visit

our home. Continued on Page 32
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He arrived, and a crowd filled our large front lawn. He had to bow deeply to enter our front door, then turned and
instructed everyone to stay outside. When Bangabandhu entered the living room, the very air seemed to change.
He was tall, dignified, and radiated a gentle strength. He moved among us not as a distant statesman, but as a be-
loved guardian. His trademark white panjabi, dark Mujib coat, and simple spectacles spoke of humility, yet his
presence was utterly magnetic.

We customarily touched his feet for his blessing. As my mother introduced each of us, she came to my elder sis-
ter. "Mama (Uncle), this is my eldest daughter. During the 1953 election, you saw her when she was just a few
months old".

"Yes, I remember," Bangabandhu replied. He looked at my sister and said, "The people of this country have cho-
sen me to be their Prime Minister. Now, as [ promised your Nani, I shall take you to make tea for me." My moth-
er was speechless. "Mama," she finally exclaimed, "do you still remember that comment from so long ago?" "I
didn't forget," he replied simply. When introducing me, my mother complained, "Mama, my only son studies less
and is more engaged in politics." Bangabandhu looked at me and said, "Vai (brother), this is the time to study.
For politics, there is plenty of time ahead."

The second meeting was in the winter of 1972 at my uncle's wedding at the Dhaka Ladies Club. Many political
figures were present. As Bangabandhu moved through the pitched tent, greeting everyone with his deep, resonant
voice, the boundary between the leader and the commoner dissolved. He listened with genuine, undivided atten-
tion as my family discussed everything from family matters to Gopalganj politics in their local dialect.

Suddenly, he gestured for me to come closer. He placed his hand on my shoulder and asked my mother,
"Shamsun Nahar, isn't this your only son?" Then he asked me, "How are your studies?" Before I could answer,
my mother interjected with great enthusiasm, "Mama, *mashallah*, he achieved an extraordinary result on his
Secondary exam!" He bent his head, looked directly at me with a face emitting pure joy and optimism, and said
in a voice deep with affection, "Vai, study well. Bangladesh needs brilliant minds like yours." His optimism was
infectious, his sharp memory, legendary.

In the years that followed, I often reflected on that encounter. During moments of national crisis or personal
doubt, Bangabandhu’s words echoed within me—a reminder to persevere, to cherish hope, and to place the wel-
fare of others at the heart of every endeavor.

On August 15, 1975, as dawn broke, I woke to a loud uproar from the adjacent Sher-E-Bangla dormitory. From
the fourth floor, I saw a crowd of ten to twelve people dancing with vulgar joy, screaming, "Sheikh Mujib is
killed with his entire family!" I spotted two known students from Barisal who had been Rajakars in 1971; they
had once threatened me to join the campus Chatra League (Mujibbad). I returned to my room, trying to reconcile
myself to this new reality. This is no longer my country, I thought. I have to leave.

I graduated in January 1978, secured my first job in Libya, and left. [ was posted at the Rumyia power plant, a
desolate place surrounded by rocky mountains. My nearest supply point was the mountain city of Yefrin, 15 km
away along a perilous, winding road. I hitchhiked almost daily, bargaining with Libyan drivers for a ride.

One day, I was picked up by a driver in a rural Libyan outfit, with gold-plated teeth—a status symbol among no-
madic tribes. He could have been a chieftain. My Libyan Arabic was still poor, but we communicated through
gestures and broken words.

"Min owen?" (Where from?) he asked, as always.
"Bangladesh," I said.

"Bangladesh?" he asked for confirmation.

"E, Na'am." (Yes.)

Suddenly, he fell silent. When he turned to me, his eyes and face burned with anger and hatred. I felt a spike of
fear, knowing the Bedouin reputation for unpredictable moods.

"Why did you kill Sheikh Mojibar Rahman?" he retorted.
"Not me, not me," [ ardently tried to calm him.
He glared. "You are haiwan (animal). Qul Watan Haiwan (The entire nation is animals)."

I lowered my gaze and stayed silent, still scared. He drove the rest of the way in an eerie silence. At our destina-
tion, I extended my hand with payment. He gestured for me to leave the coins on the seat, refused my thanks and
‘salam’, spat out his window, and sped away.

I looked at the sky and took a deep breath. I asked myself; Did I deserve that?

I looked at the distant peaks shrouded in white cloud. I heard the resonance of a voice, "Vai, study well. Bangla-
desh needs brilliant minds like yours".
I haven't returned home since. At every border crossing, every airport immigration, every checkpoint where I
faced humiliation, I assured myself: Yes, I deserve it.

The author is an Engineer (BUET), currently residing in Toronto, Canada

The Spotlight GCDG Newsletter Voll Issue 9




Volumel Issue 9

email: contact@globalcdg.org

August 20 2025

T JFB1R MG e
w2 IR

WG JF612 MG e

N qFG12 TY e

SN JF612 W 5T

WM JP0IR MO R |

WMNK JBCIR (H ] APl e

R S3tel RN g MTReeT=-

fofN wfiayg @ wifed el

ol fRQIEN AWK (SINK W SIS (ol |

fof fRreTw (=AM WIT Gy

o RN $IF - XN WK 9T G|
fofe fRreT™ &g 92 O <IN

N e Tare o =fkars

o R 5e18 GeT® <3 ST |

S fRreT™ SN Begge 4F Y|

T TYAITS (SR [Rowaa o]

ol RN ©1R SNt AT
INEREIGERCERVINEIAVIDHGE]
fof fReTw 12 (BITYF O Giiald (F*1

fof (AR 81 17 Wr© FAW- 5,
ST SINCHS RIRICT LTS AT

S IR o1 iFs- ==

fof~ ICAMRCET (OTNAT STHA O AEI
IR ©F ety fof Qe ok

AT (AT TR Srine oF Wkl

N G AR Srene IS JF6121
N1 07 TR SNTRd FYS JH612
AT I AR =g fSser G613

ey T4 SO eIy wrwe 82 A g0
AN Tl

SR 1 ©I8 4 T[(F WSV RRe |
(ZPIY S LRI (BT O BeTNe.
%3 fore o8 I JrNF AT 02 774 -
R C 4G

M WO 98 HHA |

aﬂmm%% I FEN WG IR |27, FM, ,
HOH, G oT® 8 SRF® T (7741 (1Y AN | ©I (74 I20T
WY SR The Poet of Politics, Heart on Fire, ST ST 20NN

The Spotlight GCDG Newsletter

(RCIH

Vol1 Issue 9




Volumel Issue 9 email: contact@globalcdg.org August 20 2025

TN ,mmymmmm

TE QA TS A, AT HOTNAS (ol TNed GFd I577F (14 YOI IV R SNnd
TR 2f01F, G WG 7ot | I57IF 8 AR FIRNOIE FUCAT [T FF ORI T 1| f$2 fRrew
TR YSYCTA AL FISGI | OIF T2 AL A1 LS QI MGt (AL AT HNTGR, ©iF A2 Y&
TR | FOAZ R FI-N AT AGHCIR = FIF, G STOTORIIE (HPON AT |

TG AN SHTO(FT Mo A=, T2 fSN AN TR 8 TN TS AFMHT ATF 72 FFeT AFF (IFY 8
JBAR [RACF | ¢2-7 O JCHAN (ATF BF FE ¢8-F VAN, ¢ b3 ANFE 151 [ S, w2-7 s
WCHEAN LT T THT WCHEAN bo-T NTHGIA 20-F 6N G2 AR 053 ISa ((oF 2N O
RTOIFF (GO, G & CMITYFT TH IN(H2 WNHE AN 9 §F | fofN ©oiq fe sTans e
GISSTSIT NS FRREAN | NG T Grorg 7o [l S Mrafyra | o2 o #1fFers zrafge= e
S J0fq, S 4TNE, S VT JF WA (Ford | S fZra= ifaa 9 TFHIAN TG, AT & IHIG
OIR YN I8 AT WAL AR |

(BT T IHIFS A WEF O e WIRFINMW | YRAT ZO=0T JN LS FIt o [qe| {6 o
TOI® ARFRONI AMFBINHI NNTATZ el [RTT QA AN 7 I GIfSTF *1 P (NFIET AFOF
T oM FERA | N 2 O RS W (@ GF A IOl WG FERA | WICNT f (qren
FE, RAMIF SN WNHE Yf&F AW, J]AMII LN FRITORK AW | JNN AGLAOF ©rF R
2SI YR FN2 N PTG | ©12 2059 AMAR 90 (5 IR TEINHT I2 SN FFO2E wferet R FiFs
N B

WO AMFSIAI (ATTGH ZMRIAT YA T IHIFHA MBI FOl ITSTSI AEHA B (A (FUN AT
2¢ (5 NI FICAT IS | AT ARG VTN VLIS BT TS VA2 W T &F 2T IS
TINRR ISAIDS STHF SN 8 VRSN | (TR ACOR INIHLS (AFOF AT X, OFF AR I IR
FIRIO! (AN FE

fSfN TN B2 ZTCOT WNR (1T IS, |Gy (AF LA FI-/T | SN JILATHNR NIF SZ, TS,
IR (TAMNZ AF, SANH SF AT TLARIF ANFSIN RN [Fw0a 79 2@ afStany sifers a1
AR WD (AT ST IS CTNE BLUTS FAT G2 FOTS [TOH TGN WY 1S SN T
TR AFFH ' N2 R AMO! S (I =N, N 8 TGN | LSS S9[quIE (AN R " (o1
(NS SR (W@, (14 ISR (14 YfGR" 8 "OF A" | SICIF wo AT MR I 8 U2 a4 W-([NI AFCNF
RN 938 ~NEBH MR AT SN A T ML AN HOTS RGO WG = 959097 SR fETEA |

TEIa AN [T TGHAT 1 I5AF, AF BN FAINT (A(F O 8 OIS (T (M0 HFE T H94aR
SITEAR Yo TR G2 (7 FATA FITS SN FEAN| 82 IGI2 2 W oM@ (IOF 8 (BfAfe#ag ©orare fof
JCEA N 1A TN TG AT B 90T QA0S 12| [F@ O (5T FA Tl TGTE AR H5A¢ AT H¢ 2
9D FOLIT AGIAT TN JFSEE AAGro *SFT 5FNET NN 8 CIHRIRNL JF7 [t
J(ATHS WIS AR S5 A1y A2 fOfN #12W 2| (6 I (FIA (7 SN FIN S [{IOT SZN F1
SATNICRA 20 (@t 074 ST 8 T (RI6 ([T (4 (=T

R 0 *=3Af5 IBT Fi9Y IR, T MO AR W6 46 JH6 Ngn AT T =i,
OBl O (P TS (A | WA OIP YR (P (G FAT ATRA 2fOR (A(FH | FIAPIN fof Tegzel (ATH
TegeTod AT 2MOZCA O, W TOIFIINA2 YR (NG G2 (A(F | fFE TOIF (AT AH, RIS
JISEATHONR ST AN G, ALATTRNS SeATI2I G (ATF NLIN AT (A0 TS FAT SNRA 20T (vt 074
RIANTH WANPOT A¢-F NCO1R TN (YT AT (M (ATF B (0O 14T FAT 27| UGB ©IF IS TOICHT
e (1R GFR & 8 (VRAL FIL5F (@Ol 8 (AR (IRIRAT (P R ATF SN PRI SINre
IR (NOUT (R TP (BT (N1 206 | I5AHA W 572 Tl 8 YSF YA (FOIF Y(B (FAF ATH
ATES A T | T NG I577F 8 26K (OfF 02 N (ST (FEIe8 (FI6 G 0 (AF
(ST IFIFHLP YR CFl I 1| AN KRS FfE, WRACET I977g; H0 AR AT (@0 AR GHNy,

R FhNOT 8 YSICa (GO (¥ & SIFF ATIe® =031 AR W6 (AP o ISP 3
%

The Spotlight GCDG Newsletter Voll Issue 9

GINTS- R e FAE 76 o7 (X AT (IR 81| G 1T, O 3571 |




Volumel Issue 9 email: contact@globalcdg.org August 20 2025

World Media Watch

Manirol Iclam

EVOLUTION OF A NATION: FROM SHEIKH MUJIB TO FATHER OF THE NATION

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman (1920-1975), revered by the honorific ‘Bangabandhu’ (Friend of Bengal), was the vi-
sionary architect and founding father of the People's Republic of Bangladesh. His unwavering leadership and pro-
found sacrifice were the catalysts for the nation's struggle for independence.

Early Life and Political Awakening:

Born on March 17, 1920, in the village of Tungipara, Gopalganj, his formative years under British rule were
marked by an early awareness of the oppression faced by the Bengali people. His political consciousness ignited
during his student years, leading him to join the All-India Muslim Students Federation and later the Bengal Provin-
cial Muslim League.

The Champion of Bengali Rights:

Following the Partition of India in 1947, Mujib emerged as the most Potent and vocal advocate for the rights of
Bengalis within Pakistan. He co-founded the Awami Muslim League’ in 1949 (which later became the Awami
League in 1955) to give political voice to Bengali aspirations. His leadership extended beyond the political sphere;
in 1962, he instructed the Bangladesh Chhatra League (the student wing of the Awami League) to form a clandes-
tine group named ‘Nucleus’ to lay the groundwork for a future liberation struggle.

His seminal ‘Six-Point Movement of 1966°, a charter demanding substantial provincial autonomy, was declared a
secessionist plot by the central Pakistani government. This led to his imprisonment in the infamous ‘Agartala Con-
spiracy Case’. His subsequent release in 1969, secured by a mass upsurge across East Pakistan, was a monumental
triumph that cemented his status as the undisputed leader of the Bengali people, who thenceforth affectionately
bestowed upon him the title ‘Bangabandhu’.

The Architect of Independence:

The Awami League's landslide victory in the 1970 general elections® was a clear democratic mandate for self-rule.
The Pakistani military regime's refusal to honor this result led Bangabandhu to deliver a definitive, electrifying
speech on March 7, 1971, declaring, ‘The struggle this time is for our emancipation! The struggle this time is for
our independence!” This speech served as the de facto declaration of independence.

In the wake of the Pakistani military's brutal crackdown, ‘Operation Searchlight’>, on March 25, 1971, Banga-
bandhu was arrested and transported to a prison in West Pakistan. Just prior to his capture, he dispatched a tele-
gram officially declaring Bangladesh's independence®, a directive that ignited the nine-month Liberation War.
Though incarcerated, his spirit was the guiding force for the freedom fighters, and Bangladesh finally achieved
victory on December 16, 1971.

Post-Independence Leadership and Legacy:

Returning to a war-ravaged homeland on January 10, 1972, Bangabandhu assumed the monumental task of re-
building the nation as its first Prime Minister. His tenure was fraught with immense challenges, including severe
economic crises and political instability fueled by both internal and external adversarial forces.

Tragically, on August 15, 1975, Bangabandhu and most of his immediate family were assassinated in a brutal mili-
tary coup. Despite this tragic end, his legacy as the ‘Father of the Nation’ remains inviolable. He endures as the
supreme symbol of Bengali nationalism, self-determination, and liberation. His dream of a prosperous and equita-
ble ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Golden Bengal) continues to inspire the nation's developmental journey and democratic aspi-
rations.

References:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awami [ eague
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970 Pakistani_general election
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Searchlight

https://youtu.be/hIYnwO8L 1 dE?si=mZs XFPoMbTd2Z9Cf&sfnsn=mo Continued on Page 36
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The Speech that Forged a Nation: Bangabandhu's 7th March Address

Delivered to a mammoth crowd at the Ramna Racecourse Maidan (now Suhrawardy Udyan) in Dhaka,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's speech on March 7, 1971, is arguably one of the most powerful and con-
sequential political speeches of the 20th century.

Faced with the Pakistani regime's refusal to transfer power after a decisive electoral victory, Bangabandhu stood
at a critical juncture. His address was a masterclass in political strategy, balancing fierce defiance with tactical
nuance. He did not outright declare independence, thereby avoiding giving the waiting Pakistani military an im-
mediate pretext for full-scale war. Instead, he issued a clear ultimatum, outlining four conditions for the regime to
meet to avoid a confrontation.

The speech's enduring power lies in its iconic climax, where he shifted from negotiation to a direct call to action:
“The struggle this time is for our emancipation! The struggle this time is for our independence!" ("Ebarer san-
gram amader muktir sangram, ebarer sangram swadhinatar sangram!")

He instructed every Bengali to turn their home into a fortress and to fight with whatever they had. This directive
transformed the speech from a political address into a de facto declaration of war and a framework for the im-
pending liberation struggle.

Recognized by UNESCO for its world-historical importance, the speech is preserved in the ‘Memory of the
World Register’. It served as the definitive moral and tactical blueprint that unified the Bengali nation, inspiring
millions to prepare for the sacrifice ahead and ultimately catalyzing the nine-month Liberation War that would
birth Bangladesh.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqLHavOOHpQ&t=2s

March 23, 1971: Flag hoisting ceremony of Independent Bangladesh

After hoisting the flag of the Independent Bangladesh in the lawn of his residence, historic House no. 32 Banga-
bandhu takes salute of Volunteers with dummy rifle on March 23, 1971
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19g7F34pMP/

Bangabandhu at the NAM Summit, Algiers (1973)

At the 1973 Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) Summit in Algiers, Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman intro-
duced the world to the newly independ-
ent Bangladesh on a major internation-
al stage for the first time. His speech
was a powerful diplomatic triumph
with several key messages:
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""‘“' famously proclaimed, "Friendship to
all, malice towards none," outlining

Bangladesh's core forelgn pollcy prmciple of maintaining neutral, friendly relations with every nation, regard-
less of Cold War blocs.

3. Advocacy for the Global South: True to the NAM spirit, he passionately argued for a new interna-
tional economic order to address the disparities between developed and developing nations, champi-

oning the cause of the world's poor and oppressed.
Continued on Page 37
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World Media Watch

In essence, the speech was not just an introduction but a declaration. It announced Bangladesh's arrival as a sover-
eign, peaceful nation committed to global justice and cooperation, firmly establishing its place within the commu-
nity of non-aligned nations.

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/18WJjzJmal/

Bangabandhu's speech at Parliament

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1CE5SN6Y 05D/

"The Assassin Next Door" is a CBC Documentary

The Fifth Estate documentary that investigates the 1975 assassination of Bangladesh's Father of the Nation, Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the subsequent life of one of the convicted assassins found living freely in
Canada.

The film focuses on Noor Chowdhury, one of the army officers who took part in the coup. It reveals how he fled to
Canada, all while being a fugitive wanted by Bangladesh for murder. The documentary exposes the legal and dip-
lomatic failures that allowed him to live in Ontario for decades, despite an extradition request from Bangladesh.
Canada's inability to extradite him, due to its laws prohibiting extradition to countries that practice the death penal-
ty, created a prolonged and controversial standoff.

In short, the documentary connects a pivotal moment in South Asian history to a modern-day immigration and jus-
tice scandal in Canada, highlighting a killer's quiet life in a suburban Canadian neighborhood while evading inter-
national justice.

https://youtube.com/watch?v=guFAUgzsq0w&si=zCxbhFgDtc6kb143

The author is an Engineer (BUET), currently residing at Toronto, Canada
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(atiful Kabir

BANGABANDHU: REDISCOVERING A LEGACY
THROUGH GEN Z EYES

For many of us in Gen Z, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman lives in history books, documen-
taries, and commemorative speeches. We didn’t witness his era, nor did we feel the electric waves
of hope that swept through a newly liberated Bangladesh. Yet today, as we navigate an increasingly
complex world, we find ourselves drawn back to his vision—not as a symbol frozen in time, but as
a source of inspiration and reflection.

Between Memory and Reality Bangabandhu dreamed of a free, inclusive, and self-reliant Bangla-
desh, where every citizen could live with dignity and justice. But as Gen Z, we often question: have
we truly lived up to his ideals? Rising inequality, corruption, and political polarization make his
vision seem distant at times. And yet, the dream still matters—perhaps now more than ever.

Democracy and Justice: The Unfinished Conversation

Our generation has grown up with global access to infor-
mation. We care deeply about democracy, human rights, and
social justice—but we are also more skeptical than ever. Dur-
ing the July 2024 movement, we saw firsthand how narra-
tives were manipulated, how social media became a battle-
ground of disinformation, and how our hopes were weapon-
ized by forces we barely understood. Bangabandhu once said,
“The struggle of Bengal is the struggle for emancipation.” As
Gen Z, we are still fighting—this time not for independence
from foreign rule, but for liberation from misinformation,
inequality, and cultural divides.

Reclaiming the Narrative

To honor Bangabandhu’s legacy, we need to do more than commemorate—we need to participate.
That means questioning everything, holding power accountable, and protecting our diversity. It
means being vigilant when digital platforms try to polarize us and resisting attempts to reduce his
vision to mere slogans.

Bangabandhu’s Bangladesh was meant to be inclusive, secular, and just. These values are not arti-
facts; they are living principles we must redefine and defend in our time.

Looking Forward

For Gen Z, Bangabandhu is more than the “Father of the Nation.” He is a reminder that true leader-
ship blends courage, empathy, and the willingness to dream big. If we are to shape the Bangladesh
we want, we must embrace his ideals but forge our own path—rooted in critical thinking, civic re-
sponsibility, and unity.

The story isn’t over. It’s ours to write now.

Latiful Kabir is a Bangladeshi-Canadian profession- al engineer.
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