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Administration 
 

Dr Zahir Ahmed 
 

Background 
Freedom of the press is not merely a political preference but a constitutional and inter -
national obligation for Bangladesh. Article 39 of the Constitution of Bangladesh guarantees 
(a) the right of every citizen to freedom of speech and expression and (b) freedom of the 
press, subject to reasonable restrictions in the interests of state security, public order, morali-
ty, or related matters. Internationally, Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) reaffirms this by declaring the right to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds. Article 9 of the 
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same covenant also guarantees protec-
tion from arbitrary arrest or detention, 
a right critical for safeguarding jour-
nalists and whistleblowers. These 
protections establish that a free and 
independent press is not optional- it is 
essential to democracy, justice, and 
public accountability. 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF), an 
international non-governmental or-
ganisation, has been publishing the 
World Press Freedom Index annually 
since 2002. The index evaluates press 
freedom in 180 countries based on 
five indicators: political context, legal 
framework, economic context, soci-
ocultural context, and safety. Accord-
ing to RSF, press freedom means the 
ability of journalists to produce and 
disseminate news in the public inter-
est, independent of political, econom-
ic, legal, or social interference and 
without threats to their physical or 
mental safety. Therefore, any change 
in a country’s ranking—positive or 
negative—requires close scrutiny and 
a deeper understanding of context. In 
its 2025 report, Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) ranked Bangladesh 
149th out of 180 countries in its 
World Press Freedom Index, claiming 
an improvement of 16 places from the 
previous year [4]. Most mainstream 
newspapers highlighted this statistical 
climb as a sign of significant progress 
under the Yunus regime, without clar-
ifying that this index covers the full 
year of 2024—a year governed under 
two different regimes. To whom, 
then, does this progress belong? The 
truth is more complex. While some 
may attribute the rise to the new inter-
im government under Dr Muhammad 
Yunus, recent patterns suggest that 
conditions for press freedom may 
have deteriorated further under the 
current interim regime. Evidence 
points to escalating fear, legal harass-
ment, and growing barriers to critical 
reporting since the transition. 

Repression Reinvented 
Despite the rhetoric of reform, the 
interim government’s track record 
tells a story of continued—and in 
some ways intensified—media repres-
sion. In just nine months, at least 6 
journalists were killed, and more than 
50 press offices have been attacked. 
600 journalists have been charged 
with criminal offences, including 
murder and extortion. 296 journalists 
face various other criminal charges. 
18, including Commonwealth Jour-

nalists Association President Shyamal Dut-
ta, remain imprisoned without bail. The 
state apparatus, Bangladesh Financial Intel-
ligence Unit, has been used to freeze bank 
accounts of at least 18 journalists, and to 
investigate  finances of 96 others. Addi-
tionally, 168 journalists have had their 
press accreditation revoked, and over 1,000 
media workers have been forced to resign 
amid mob pressure or direct state coercion. 
Such actions create both economic distress 
and psychological intimidation, silencing 
even the most principled voices. 

The violence is not abstract. Shak-
il Ahmed and Farzana Rupa were arrested 
at the airport while en route to a journalism 
fellowship in France—accused without 

clear explanation—and remain in custody. 
Shahinaz Sharmin, who was live-streaming 
from outside the Presidential Palace during 
the August 5 unrest, was nonetheless 
named in a murder case filed that same 
day. The Jatiya Press Club, long a symbol 
of journalistic independence, was vandal-
ised and forcefully occupied by individuals 
tied to the student movement leadership. 
They publicly demanded the resignations 
of senior journalists and proposed bans on 
those seen as sympathetic to the Awami 
League. On 12 August, sections of the 
managing committee revoked the member-
ships of senior figures such as Farida Yas-
min, Shyamal Dutta, and Shahnaj Siddiqui 
Soma without due process. 

Beyond the capital, the August 
intimidation intensified. The Chattogram 
Press Club was attacked by a mob, while a 
senior BNP politician threatened to burn 
down any media house airing footage of 
Sheikh Hasina. Journalists covering politi-
cally sensitive trials and protests were vio-
lently assaulted, including an attack in 
Shariatpur involving hammers and knives. 
In Raipura, Moniruzzaman Monir, the pres-
ident of the local press club, was assaulted 
and then shot on 13 August. In acts of reli-
gious and ideological provocation, protest-
ers incited by extremist groups stormed the 

offices of The Daily Star and Pro-
thom Alo, accusing them of being 
anti-Islamic and pro-India. In one 
incident, a cow was slaughtered out-
side a newspaper office—an act de-
signed to intimidate and divide.  

The judicial system has also 
been used to suppress dissent. Uni-
versity-based journalist Mahmud 
Tanjid was charged with defamation 
after reporting on student group infil-
tration by political actors. In Satkhi-
ra, Kaler Kantho journalist Tipu Sul-
tan was sentenced to ten days in jail 
while investigating corruption in 
public construction. In another case, 
journalist Kamruzzaman was de-
tained by a mobile court in April for 
allegedly obstructing public officials. 
Even reporters from bdnews24.com 
and other outlets have faced retaliato-
ry lawsuits after being assaulted by 
political affiliates. 

Female and senior journal-
ists face particular risks. In Rajshahi, 
two female reporters were physically 
assaulted after raising questions 
about procedural irregularities during 
a political briefing. In Chattogram, 
veteran reporter Sultana Jahan was 
hospitalised after being attacked 
while returning home. Crime reporter 
Munia Sultana’s home in Sylhet was 
vandalised by masked individuals 
who left a written death threat. Jour-
nalist Rokeya Parvin became a target 
of online smear campaigns featuring 
doctored images, subjecting her to 
public ridicule and reputational harm. 
Similar tactics were used against 
several senior journalists whose 
homes were ransacked after they 
publicly criticised the government's 
failure to protect civilians. 

None of these incidents has 
resulted in credible investigations or 
meaningful legal redress. Journalists 
today face threats not only from the 
state but also from political and ideo-
logical actors emboldened by official 
silence—or complicity. In Bangla-
desh, press freedom is no longer de-
fined by constitutional guarantees. It 
is defined by the daily struggle to 
survive. 

 
Climate of Fear: Self-

Censorship as Survival 
At the heart of Bangladesh’s 

press crisis lies a deep and pervasive 
culture of fear. While the much-
criticised Digital Security Act re-
mains formally intact, the overall 
environment for journalism has be-

                  [Continued onPage3]            
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

২৭ Ʋবশাখ  ১৪৩২ 

10 May  2025 
 
Freedom of the press is an essential right and a core principle of democracy. A free press helps maintain the check and balance 
of power in government. Bangladesh celebrates World Press Freedom Day 2025 as the media faces serious challenges. Political 
instabilities have shaken the media landscape in Bangladesh. 
 
More than two dozen media houses forced to change leadership position following the July uprising last year. Some journalists 
are facing murder charges and a few of them are in prison.The authorities concerned are also investigating their bank accounts. 
The interim government has cancelled the accreditation cards of the journalists. Some journalists faced job cuts. 
 
On World Press Freedom Day, we reaffirm our commitment to one of the fundamental pillars of democracy: media freedom. 
Free, independent, and diverse journalism is essential to any democratic society. However, journalists continue to face increas-
ing threats to their safety, integrity and right to information globally. 
 
Prof Dr Md Habibe Millat 
MBBS, FRCS(Edin) 
president 
Global Center for Democratic Governance  

come even more precarious under the 
Yunus government. Today, journalists 
work under the shadow of arrest, financial 
surveillance, mob violence, digital harass-
ment, and the looming threat of physical 
harm. These risks have only become more 
uncertain and widespread. 
This atmosphere has triggered a wide-
spread retreat into self-censorship. Direct 
censorship is no longer necessary when 
the threat of reprisal is enough to silence. 
Many journalists and editors now avoid 
controversial topics—not because they 
lack importance, but because the costs of 
open criticism have become dangerously 
high. As Matiur Rahman Chowdhury, 
editor of Daily 
Manabjamin, noted, 
“We are in complete 
self-censorship. We 
cannot write what we 
want”. Although Dr 
Yunus and his advis-
ers have publicly en-
couraged open report-
ing, the reality within 
newsrooms tells a 
different story—one 
marked by hesitation 
and omission. 

This fear is 
not only individual 
but structural. From 
local reporters to na-
tional editors, the boundaries of accepta-
ble reporting are shaped by uncertainty. 
Even interviews with Dr Yunus have been 
conducted in tightly controlled formats, 
where challenging questions were noticea-
bly absent. For example, Matiur Rahman, 
editor of Prothom Alo, and Nurul Kabir, 

editor of New Age, led conversations 
that appeared more like endorsements 
than critical interviews, avoiding scru-
tiny and reinforcing the broader trend 
of caution in editorial practices. This 
pattern is not new but reflects a struc-
tural response to fear, where promi-
nent editors choose deference over 
accountability to avoid political or 
economic fallout. This pattern reflects 
not just deference, but a calculated 
response to perceived risk. 

Corporate ownership further 
compounds the problem. Major media 
outlets are controlled by business con-
glomerates whose economic interests 
often depend on political goodwill. 

Groups such as Bashundhara Group 
(Kaler Kantha, Daily Sun, Bangladesh 
Pratidin, News24), Ha-Meem Group 
(Samakal, News24), City Group 
(Shomoy TV), and Meghna Group (71 
TV) appear closely aligned with the 
current administration. In many cases, 

senior management teams have been 
reshuffled in line with government pref-
erences, and staff critical of official nar-
ratives have been removed. 

These developments reveal how 
media institutions prioritise stability and 
survival over editorial independence. 
Many believe that the press failed to 
speak up during critical moments of un-
rest—and that silence may have cost 
lives. Yet today, the same caution pre-
vails. Can we truly deny the reality of 
self-censorship when journalists operate 
under invisible red lines defined by fear, 
financial pressure, and political proximi-
ty? 
 

Media Reform or Me-
dia Retrenchment? 
It is undeniable that press 
freedom in Bangladesh is 
aggravated by weak la-
bour protections and the 
refusal of media owners 
to pay living wages. 
Many journalists earn 
below subsistence level, 
reinforcing vulnerability 
and silence. Some reports 
suggest that over 80% of 
local journalists earn less 
than 10,000 taka per 
month, and many receive 
no payment at all. How-
ever, economic precarity 

is only one part of a broader pattern of 
structural suppression. Rather than dis-
mantling structural imbalances, the cur-
rent administration seems to replicate 
them. Job dismissals without due pro-
cess, selective law enforcement, and rhe-

From Silence to Suppression: Journalism under the 
Yunus Administration Cover Story  

Continued from Page2 
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Cover Story  

torical deflection point to a 
rebranded but familiar model 
of press suppression. Recent 
calls for media reform, includ-
ing establishing a stronger 
Press Council and convening 
public dialogues led by the 
Centre for Governance Stud-
ies, have brought attention to 
these issues. However, scepti-
cism persists as Matiur Rah-
man warned during a recent 
panel, “I am afraid... The 
word 'reform' itself scares 
me”. Having been jailed four 
times under multiple govern-
ments, his fear is not unfound-
ed. 

Towards Accountability and 
Courage 
Bangladesh cannot afford to allow its 
media to become a casualty of political 
transitions. Controlling freedom of 
speech appears to be a strategy for sup-
pressing alternative voices. Diverse 
views and political ideologies are in-
creasingly treated as criminal acts, leav-
ing freedom of expression marginalised 
and under threat. Restoring meaningful 
press freedom requires urgent action. 
Detained journalists not directly impli-
cated in violent crimes should be granted 
bail and allowed to defend themselves in 
court. Cases of harassment and political-
ly motivated charges must be inde-
pendently reviewed and withdrawn. 
Journalists who lost their jobs deserve 
protection, and an impartial wage struc-
ture must be implemented to reduce de-
pendence on state favouritism. Above 
all, the state must commit to protect-
ing—not punishing—those who question 
its actions. True democracy cannot flour-
ish without a free press, and a free press 
cannot survive under fear. As Amartya 
Sen once noted, a free media can even 
prevent famines, simply by holding pow-
er to account. 
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Lead Story  Media in the Belly of the Mob 
Manjurul Alam Panna 

The current interim government will certainly create a history 
that surpasses that of other dictators who have ruled Bangla-
desh in various forms. Although it appeared as a non-partisan 
government through an uprising, it is clear to everyone that Dr. 
Yunus' government is working for a particular power. So, in a 
bourgeois society, why would they hesitate to stifle the voice of 
the media? Rather than following the path of the previous gov-
ernments directly threatened the media by enacting or enforc-
ing restrictive laws, the state apparatus is now moving towards 
a systematic attack. 
 

The government is saying that the media is freer now than at 
any time in our history. Every government makes such a claim. 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF), a global organization dedi-
cated to the rights of journalists, has moved Bangladesh up 16 
places in the World Press Freedom Index. The issue has created 
a lot of curiosity among media workers, as this France-based 
organization itself has expressed concern several times after 
August 5 due to the harassment of media workers. In its report 
on February 14 of this year, RSF said about Bangladesh, "It 
was hoped that the situation would improve during the interim 
government, but attacks on journalists continue to occur regu-
larly." 
 

RSF said attacks on journalists have intensified since the begin-
ning of February 2025. Journalists are now being assaulted 
with hammers and sticks. Media offices are also being at-
tacked. The police and political activists are carrying out these 
attacks. Expressing concern over these incidents, they also de-
manded that the government bring the perpetrators to justice 
and provide security to journalists. As examples, they cited the 
attempt by hundreds of people to attack the office of Chitta-
gong Pratidin for reporting on irregularities at a commercial 
organization in Chittagong, the serious injury of the local cor-
respondent of Dainik Samakal with a hammer and a knife for 
reporting on a clinic in Shariatpur, on February 5, the attack on 
the journalists in the Supreme Court premises, the country's 
highest court, the attack on several journalists during the de-
struction of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's house 
number 32, and the police attack on six journalists while per-
forming their professional duties during a student protest in the 
capital on February 9. “These incidents indicate an alarming 
increase in violence against the media in the country,” said 
Celia Marchier, head of RSF’s South Asia desk. The question 
rightly arises – how does Bangladesh improve in the Press 
Freedom index despite all these horrific incidents?  
 

The statement of the Chief Adviser's Press Secretary clearly 
indicates a deep and subtle plan to control the media. Shafiqul 
Alam said, "The United Nations will be requested to form an 
expert panel to probe and publish a detailed report on the jour-
nalism and the role of journalists in all major events, including 
the three elections of the last 15 years, the executions by hang-
ing by the International Crimes Tribunals (ITC), the ‘Shapla 
Chattar’ tragedy, and more." It is known to all that all the me-
dia outlets, except for a few, have been endlessly flattering the 
Awami League government, and that a few senior editors and 
journalists have shamelessly traded professionalism for their 
personal benefits. They must be prosecuted in a legal process 
for corruption or killing democracy by subjecting the media to 
censorship. But is a murder case against 266 journalists even 

remotely conceivable in any civilized world? The interim 
government has formed a media reform commission to 
keep the media structure in order for the benefit of the 
masses. The commission has also submitted its report. 
Why pull the United Nations separately? The calculation 
is quite clear. Since any UN report has international 
recognition, the main objective is to put the media under 
fire by presenting such initiatives as a threat under the 
pretext of impartiality. Volker Turk's opaque report on 
the deaths in the July protests suggests that Dr. Muham-
mad Yunus has the capacity to use the United Nations 
itself as part of an international conspiracy he is spear-
heading. 
 

Previous governments have strangled the media in vari-
ous ways. However, during this interim government, 
smart virtual additions of 'mob culture' has been intro-
duced. Panic has already spread all over the media by 
calling it a 'friend of fascism' or threatening to besiege it. 
Journalists are losing their jobs one after another under 
the threat of mobs, and various anti-state information is 
disappearing. The threat of the mob resonates in the voice 
of Mahfuz Alam, the government's information adviser. 
A few days ago, three journalists lost their jobs for ques-
tioning Cultural Advisor Mostafa Sarwar Farooqi about 
the killing of 1,400 people mentioned in a UN report. 
Talking about the right of journalists to ask questions on 
this matter, he himself revealed the naked character of the 
government. In an event on February 4, Farooqi said in a 
threatening tone, "Some newspapers still write the ‘July 
uprising’ as ‘July movement’, they don't say the govern-
ment of the July uprising (the current government), they 
say the government of the change of regime. …….. 
These media have not been shut down. Keep writing, but 
people will see you. The Shaheed (martyrs’) family will 
also see you. How dare you?” 
 

That is, on the one hand, they are talking about free me-
dia, on the other hand, they are giving messages to the 
media - what will be the language of news delivery, what 
should be written and what should not be. Veiled threat 
of the mob in the name of the people or the martyr's fami-
ly. What other option is there for media owners other 
than self-censorship? 

Manjurul Alam Panna 
Journalist 
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Lead Story  মেবর έপেট গণমাধҝম 
মনজ჈ুল আলম পাтা 

বাংলােদেশ অেনক ধরেণর ίѾরশাসকেক পাশ কাΜটেয় বতκমান 

অоব κতλ সরকার িনঃসেрেহ ইিতহাস হেয় থাকেব। অভΦ ҝаােনর 

মধҝ িদেয় িনদκলীয় সরকার িহেসেব এেলও িবেশষ একΜট শΝЅর 

পেϠ ড. ইউনসু সরকার কাজ করেছ, তা সবার কােছ পিরѬার। 

অতএব বুেজκায়া সমাজ বҝবѸায় গণমাধҝেমর কм έরােধ তারা বেস 

থাকেব έকন? িবগত সরকারვেলার মেতা গণমাধҝেমর ϕিত 

সরাসির ቍমিক-ধামিক, িনবতκনমূলক আইন ϕণয়ন বা ϕেয়ােগর 

έচেয় রাϻযϴ হাটঁেছ এখন পдিতগত আοমেনর িদেক। 

 

সরকােরর পϠ έথেক বলা হেИ, ইিতহােসর έয έকান সমেয়র 

έচেয় গণমাধҝম এখন Ѿাধীন। এমন দািব ϕেতҝক সরকারই কের। 
সাংবািদকেদর অিধকারিভিЫক ίবিѩক সংগঠন িরেপাটκাস κ 
উইদাউট বডκার িবѩ মুЅ গণমাধҝম সূচেক এবার বাংলােদশেক ১৬ 

ধাপ এিগেয় এেনেছ। িবষয়Μট গণমাধҝমকমλেদর মােঝ έবশ 

έকৗতΦ হেলর সৃΜѭ কেরেছ। কারণ ϖাхিভিЫক এই ϕিতѮান িনেজই 

৫ আগেѶর পের একািধকবার উেеগ ϕকাশ কেরেছ 

গণমাধҝমকমλেদর ওপর নীিপড়েনর কারেণ। চলিত বছেরর ১৪ 

έফቄয়াির িনেজর এক  ϕিতেবদেন ϕিতѮানΜট বাংলােদশ ϕসেД 

বলেছ, ‘আশা করা হেয়িছল অоব κতλ সরকােরর সময় পিরিѸিতর 

উтিত হেব, িকᅀ সাংবািদকেদর ওপর হামলা িনয়িমতই হেИ’৷ 

 

আরএসএফ বেলেছ, ২০২৫-এর έফቄয়ািরর ზ჈ έথেক 

সাংবািদকেদর ওপর আοমণ আেরা তীϗ হেИ। সাংবািদকেদর 

এখন হাতΦ িড়েপটা ও লাΜঠেপটা করা হেИ। গণমাধҝেমর 

বাতκাকেϠও হামলা চালােনা হেИ। পুিলশ ও রাজৈনিতক কমλরা 
এই হামলা চালােИ। এসব ঘটনায় উেеগ জািনেয় সংিѫѭ 

অপরাধীেদর আইেনর আওতায় আনা এবং সাংবািদকেদর 

িনরাপЫা িদেত সরকােররর কােছ দািবও জানােনা হয়। উদাহরণ 

িহেসেব তারা তΦ েল ধেরেছ চСςােম একΜট বািণΝজҝক ϕিতѮােনর 

অিনয়েমর িব჈েд ϕিতেবদন করায় চСςাম ϕিতিদন-এর 

কায κালেয় কেয়ক'শ বҝΝЅর হামলার έচѭা, শরীয়তপুেরর একΜট 

িЉিনক িনেয় ϕিতেবদন করায় ίদিনক সমকাল-এর Ѹানীয় 

ϕিতিনিধেক হাতΦ িড়েপটা ও ছΦ িরকাঘােত ვ჈তরভােব আহত করা,  

৫ έফቄয়াির έদেশর সেব κাЗ িবচারালয় সুিϕম έকাটκ ϕাДেণ 

সাংবািদকেদর ওপর হামলা, বДবсু έশখ মুΝজবুর রহমােনর ৩২ 

নাїােরর বািড় ভাঙচΦ েরর সময় কেয়কজন সাংবািদেকর ওপর 

হামলা, ৯ έফቄয়াির রাজধানীেত ছাϏেদর একΜট িবেϠােভর সময় 

έপশাগত দািয়Я পালনরত অবѸায় ছয় সংবািদেকর ওপর পুিলেশর 

হামলার মেতা ঘটনাვেলা। আরএসএফ-এর দিϠণ এিশয়া িবষয়ক 

έডেѴর ϕধান িসিলয়া মািশ κেয় বেলন, ‘এসব ঘটনা έদশΜটেত 

উেеগজনকভােব গণমাধҝেমর ওপর সিহংসতা বৃΝдর ইিДত 

িদেИ’। সДত কারেণই ϕѨ জােগ- এেতা ভয়Вর সব ঘটনার 

মেধҝও সূচেক বাংলােদেশর উтিত ঘেট কী কের? 

 

গণমাধҝম িনয়ϴেণ গভীর এবং সূϠ পিরকџনার সুѺѭ ইিДত έমেল 

ϕধান উপেদѭার έϕস সিচেবর বЅেবҝ।  শিফকুল আলম 

জািনেয়েছন,  ‘জািতসংঘেক অনুেরাধ করা হেব িবেশষϡ একΜট 

পҝােনল কের গত ১৫ বছেরর িতনΜট িনব κাচন, আইিসΜটর রােয় ফািঁস, 

শাপলা চЯর ϊҝােজিডসহ সব বড় ঘটনাვেলােত έকমন সাংবািদকতা 

হেয়েছ, সাংবািদকেদর ভূিমকা έকমন িছল, তা অনুসсান কের 

িবѷািরত ϕিতেবদন ϕকাশ করেত’। হােত έগানা দু-একΜট ছাড়া বািক 

সব গণমাধҝম έয আওয়ামী সরকােরর সীমাহীন চাটΦকারীতা কেরেছ, 

কিথত িকছΦ  িসিনয়র সѕাদক-সাংবািদক হালুয়া-჈Μটর উΝИѭ έভােগ 

িনল κК দালালী কেরেছন, তা সবারই জানা। গণমাধҝমেক 

έসনসরশীেপর মেধҝ িনেয় িগেয় ϕকারাоের গণতϴ হতҝা বা দুনλিতর 

দােয় তােদর িব჈েд িবেশষ ϕΝοয়ায় অবশҝই িবচার হওয়া উিচত। 
িকᅀ ২৬৬ সাংবািদেকর নােম হতҝা মামলা কী নুҝণতম έকান সভҝ 

জগেত কџনা করা যায়? গণমানুেষর Ѿােথ κ গণমাধҝেমর কাঠােমা Μঠক 

রাখেত অоব κতλ সরকার গণমাধҝম সংѴার কিমশন কেরেছ। কিমশন 

ϕিতেবদনও িদেয়েছ। έসখােন আবার আলাদাভােব জািতসংঘেক 

έটেন আনা έকন? িহেসবটা έবশ পিরѴার। জািতসংেঘর έয έকান 

ϕিতেবদেনর έযেহতΦ  আоজκািতক একটা Ѿীকৃিত থােক, িনরেপϠতার 

অজহুােত এমন έকান িকছΦ র উেদҝাগেক একটা ቍমিক িহেসেব সামেন 

έরেখ গণমাধҝমেক έতােপর মুেখ রাখাই মূল উেгশҝ। জলুাই 

আেрালেন িনহতেদর িবষেয় ভলকার তΦকκ έয অѾИ িরেপাটκ 

িদেয়েছন, তা έথেক έবাঝা যায় আоজκািতক ষড়যেϴর অংশ িহেসেব 

έখাদ জািতসংঘেক বҝবহার করেত পারেছন ড. মুহљদ ইউনুস।  

 

িবগত সরকারვেলা িবিভт উপােয় গণমাধҝেম টΦ Μট έচেপ ধেরেছ। 
তেব অоব κতλ সরকােরর সময় ঘটােনা হেয়েছ িবেশষ ভাচκয়াল 

সংেযাজন `মব সংѴৃিত’। ‘ফҝািসবােদর έদাসর’ আখা িদেয় কথায় 

গণমাধҝম έঘরাও করা বা έঘরাওেয়র ቍমিকেত এরই মেধҝ আতВ 

ছিড়েয় পেড়েছ সব জায়গায়। মব সৃΜѭর ቍমিকেত চাকির যােИ 

এেকর পর এক সাংবািদেকর, উধাও রাϻিবেরাধী িবিভт তথҝ। έসই 

মেবর ቍমিক ϕিতйিনত হয় সরকােরর έখাদ তথҝ উপেদѭা মাহফুজ 

আলেমর কেХ। ক’িদন আেগ সংѴৃিত উপেদѭা έমাѷফা সেরায়ার 

ফা჈িকেক জািতসংেঘর ϕিতেবদন অনুযািয় ১৪έশা মানুষেক হতҝার 

িবষেয় ϕѨ করার দােয় চাকির যায় ৩ সাংবািকেকর। এ িবষেয় 

সাংবািদকেদর ϕѨ করার অিধকার িনেয় কথা বলেত িগেয় উেѝা 
সরকােরর নЍ চিরেϏর বিহϕকাশ ঘটােলন িতিন িনেজ। গত ৪ 

έফቄয়াির একΜট অনুѮােন ধমেকর সুের িতিন বেলন, ‘কেয়কΜট 

পΝϏকা এখনও জলুাই অভΦ ҝЬান έলেখ না, তারা έলেখ জলুাই 

আেрালন, তারা বেল না জলুাই অভΦ ҝЬােনর সরকার (বতκমান 

সরকার), তারা বেল Ϡমতার পটপিরবতκেনর সরকার। …….. এসব 

সংবাদমাধҝম বс করা হয়িন। আপনারা έলেখন, জনগণ আপনােদর 

έদেখ িনেব। শহীদ ফҝািমিলও আপনােদর έদেখ িনেব। আপনােদর 

সাহস হয় কীভােব’? 

মনজ჈ুল আলম পাтা 
                                      সাংবািদক 
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 OP-ED 

Editor’s Note 
 
We are happy to deliver another issue of the Spot-
light to our esteemed readers.  
 
This issue has a special publication on World Press 
Freedom Day. Since the unconstitutional change of 
government in Bangladesh on 5th August 2024, inhu-
mane torture of the media and journalists has been 
observed. Such a disaster has never been seen in all 
sectors, including the media, in the 54-year history of 
Bangladesh. Like all Bengali-speaking people of the 
world, we are shocked and worried. We hope that all 
darkness will be dispelled by the establishment of full 
democracy in Bangladesh soon and that the Bangla-
deshi media will overcome this disaster. We demand 
the unconditional release of journalists unjustly im-
prisoned in Bangladesh and the withdrawal of all base-
less cases against them. 
 
I wish the readers a pleasant reading. 
 

সŋািনত পাঠকেদর হােত Ɔটলাইেটর আেরা একিট সংখ�া 

Ƣপơেছ িদেত Ƣপের আমরা আনিĖত। এ সংখ�ািটেত িবেশষ 

ভােব �ŏç Ƣদওয়া হেয়েছ িবŧ গণমাধ�ম ম�ু িদবস। 

বাংলােদেশ ৫ই আগŽ ২০২৪এর অসাংিবধািনক উপােয় 

সরকার পিরবতƤেনর পর Ƣথেক সংবাদমাধ�ম এবং সাংবািদকেদর 

উপর অমানিবক িনযƤাতন ল�� করা যাে¹। বাংলােদেশর ৫৪ 

বছেরর ইিতহােস গণমাধ�ম সহ সকল Ƣ�েì এমন দুেযƤাগ আর 

কখেনা Ƣদখা যায়িন। িবেŧর সকল বাংলাভাষী জনগেণর মেতা 

আমরাও হতভň এবং উিă¤। বাংলােদেশ শী¬ই পণূƤ গণতাĒ 

Ĩিতűার মাধ�েম সকল অęকার দূর হেব এবং বাংলােদেশর 

গণমাধ�ম এই দুেযƤাগ কািটেয় উঠেব এমনিটই আশা কির।  
আমরা বাংলােদেশ অন�ায় ভােব কারাবিĖ সাংবািদকেদর িনঃশতƤ 

মিু� চাই এবং সকল িভিçহীন মামলা Ĩত�াহােরর দাবী জানাই।  

পাঠকেদর জনҝ সংখািটর আনрময় পাঠ কামনা করিছ। 

How are all the rural journalists of Bangladesh doing on this World Press 
Freedom Day? What kind of freedom are local newspapers enjoying? 
How many newspapers have been irregularly published or have been 
closed due to interference? The question could not be raised about the 
inconsistency of the country's government. But on this day of World 
Press Freedom Day (May 3), I would like to know about the status of 
newspapers, journalists, and journalists' organizations (press clubs) at the 
rural (district and upazila) levels for the past 9 months. 
 
I have been involved in sub-district journalism since 1983. Since then, I 
have tried to enhance the professional excellence of journalists in assert-
ing their rights and standing with the sub-district journalists. The realities 
I faced while running a newspaper from a rural area were all horrific ex-
periences, and the experience after July 2024 is completely different. The 
reality of our country's rural journalists is like that of a country at war, in 
the final stages of fascism, or in the final stages of dictatorship. A jour-
nalist has to sit idly by, leaving behind the newspaper he edited. Most of 
the newspapers in the district, whose editor has not been editing for the 
past nine months, are being edited indirectly by someone else. Accused in 
Murder cases, detention, expulsion from the workplace, and dismissal are 
common phenomena. Previously, these things sometimes happened in the 
capital, Dhaka. Now they are happening at the rural (district and upazila) 
level. On August 4, 2024, Pradeep Kumar, a journalist from Raiganj 
upazila of Sirajganj district, was brutally murdered after entering the 
Raiganj Press Club. On August 5 and 6, 2024, a widely circulated news-
paper in Sirajganj, Dainik Juger Katha, was attacked and its press, Sun-
beam Offset Press and Publications, was vandalized. Publication was 
suspended for about 10 days. Since then, efforts have been made to con-
tinue publication, but the newspaper's identity, writing, and editorial poli-
cies are being threatened. A week before this writing, the newspaper's 
distribution system was disrupted, and all the newspapers were snatched 
from the agents. Announcements are being made from a certain group on 
social media to influence even the District Magistrate to stop the publica-
tion, which threatens the freedom of the press. Is this a picture in a single 
district? The answer is no. Under this current Interim government, jour-
nalists in every divisional and district are living in the most terrible fear 
since our independence. 
 
Abu Daud, a district correspondent of ATN News, ATN Bangla & the 
Daily Kaler Kantho, and General Secretary of Khagrachari district press 
club, has been made the 78th accused in a case. Sankar Chowdhury, a 
correspondent of Bhorer Kagoj, has been made the 92nd accused. Mithun 
Saha, a journalist from Panchhari upazila, has been made an accused in 
another fabricated case. In Khagrachari district, Jamuna TV correspond-
ent and former President of Journalist Union Shahriar Yunus, Press Club 
President and Somoy TV & Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha (BSS) repre-
sentative Jitendra were named as accused in the same case. Azimul 
Haque and Anup Dutta of Desh TV were also included as accused. Law 
enforcement agencies arrested Pradeep Chowdhury, a correspondent for 
Samakal, Deepto TV & Suprabhat Bangladesh, and president of the Kha-
grachari Journalists Union, as accused number 117 in the same case. He 
has been in jail for seven months. He has not been able to be released 
despite getting bail from the High Court. The lawyer of imprisoned jour-
nalist Pradeep Chowdhury and his wife has alleged that the special bench 
has suspended his bail. 
Bhaskar Holm, a correspondent of RTV & The Daily Amader Somoy 
from Srimangal Upazila of Moulvibazar district, was detained for 3 
months after August 24. 

THE SPOTLIGHT Editorial Policy: 
•Ensure that all reporting in THE SPOTLIGHT is accurate and not misleading or 
false. If errors arise, they will be corrected promptly and appropriately. 

•Authors should be bound by accuracy, fairness and balance, should not deliber-
ately mislead or misinform readers by commission or omission, and should be 
respectful to the privacy of persons, space and personal information. 

•Distinction should be drawn between factual information and comment or opin-
ion, which should be accurate and should be presented as such.  

•Letters for publication should be guided by fairness, balance, and public interest.  

•Headlines, sub-headings, and captions should accurately and fairly convey the 
substance or a key element of the article they are designed to cover.  

•The authors are to avoid overstepping the bounds of good taste and decency, and 
the use of offensive language, in a way that is likely to cause significant offense to 
people.  

•We encourage debate around current issues, however, we do not encourage or 
condone illegal activity. 

•Authors must be cautious not to defame any individual, group or organisation.  

•We value truthfulness, honest opinion (based on stated facts), and Public inter-
est. 

•Contributors may have their content published anonymously or by using a fake 
name (but the true name is disclosed to the editors) in situations where the publi-
cation of their name may cause personal harm. 

•All articles and other submissions should be grammar-checked and submitted in 
Microsoft Word (.docs) or pure text (txt) format. Pictures and diagrams should be 
separately attached. For reference, APA or, in case of a technical article, IEEE 
guidelines should be followed. 

·Views expressed in their articles are the authors’ own [Continued on Page 8] 

Freedom of speech- Denied: Scarred 
Rural Journalism  
Post 5thAugust 24 

 

Author: (Reluctant to be named)  

OPINION   
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On May 1, 2025, a journalist from Desh Patra in 
Feni Sadar was attacked in his house late at night. 
Unable to dismiss Shahidul Islam Philips, the Si-
rajganj correspondent of Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha (BSS), the law enforcement agencies 
arrested him and kept him in custody for about 
four months in a fabricated murder case. District 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Joint General 
Secretary Harun Ur Rashid Khan Hasan later ap-
pointed him as the BSS district correspondent. 
Journalist Shahidul Islam Phillips was released on 
bail and is still in hiding due to fear. 
 
Sayem Uddin, who is working as a district repre-
sentative at Desh Television in the same district, 
has been removed and is unable to stay in the dis-
trict due to fear. The same scenario is in almost 
all districts and upazilas of Bangladesh. After Au-
gust 5, unknown people known as Bangladesh 
Jamaat-e-Islami (Jamaat)-Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) supporters attacked most of the press 
clubs in the upazila and district and violated the 
constitution of the institution & the prevailing 
laws of the country. 
 
Journalists of rural newspapers hope that the work 
of journalists risking their lives to deliver news 
throughout the year will be honoured on World 
Press Freedom Day, and that the government will 
celebrate this day as a recognition of good work. 
The reality is that newspaper journalists are living 
a life of fear today. The free journalism that has 
been done for the past years with the hope of 
gaining recognition for freedom of expression, by 
posing logical questions to the government and 
assisting in the proper running of the government, 
is blocked in the remotest regions of Bangladesh 
during this interim government. The freedom of 
speech has been scarred by suppression, persecu-
tion, and attacks. 
 
Author: Editor of a Bangladeshi sub-district daily 
newspaper 
02/05/2025 

OPINION 
Freedom of speech- Denied: Scarred  

Rural Journalism  
Post 5thAugust 24 
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মুЅ বাক Ѿাধীনতা- অব჈д:  

৫ অগাѶ ২৪ পরবতλ মফѾল 
সাংবািদকতা ϠতিবϠত 

(নাম ϕকােশ অিনИΦক)  

  
আজেকর এই িদনΜটেত έদেশর সকল মফѾল সাংবািদকরা 

έকমন আেছন? Ѹানীয় সংবাদপϏ έকমন Ѿাধীনতা έভাগ 

করেছন! হѷেϠেপর কারেণ কতΜট সংবাদ পেϏর 

অিনয়িমত ϕকাশনা বা বс হেয় έগেছ। έদেশর রােϻর 

সরকােরর অসংগিতর িদেক না হয় ϕѨ έতালা έগল না- 

নাইবা তΦললাম ϕѨ?। িকᅀ িবগত ৯ মাস যাবত έজলা 

উপেজলা পয κােয়র সংবাদপϏ, সাংবািদক, সাংবািদকেদর 

সংগঠনვেলা (έϕস Љাব) έকমন আেছ িক তার অবѸা িবѩ 

গণমাধҝম িদবেসর(৩ έম) এই িদনΜটেত এসব িবষেয় জানেত 

ইেИ কের।  

 

মফѾল সাংবািদকতার হােত খিড় έসই ১৯৮৩ সাল έথেক। 
তারপর έথেকই সাংবািদকেদর অিধকার আদােয়র έপশাগত 

উৎকষ κতা বৃΝд হামলা মামলায় জড়ােনা মফѾেলর 

সাংবািদকেদর পােশ থাকার έচѭা কেরিছ। মফѾল এলাকা 
έথেক সাংবািদকতা সংবাদপϏ পিরচালনা করেত িগেয় 

έযসব বাѷবতার মুেখামুিখ হেয়িছ έস সব ক჈ন ভয়াবহ 

অিভϡতা আর ২০২৪ এর জলুাইেয়র পেরর অিভϡতা 
έদখা এেকবােরই িভт। যুдকালীন έকান έদেশ বা 
ফҝািসবােদর চূড়াо পয κােয় বা একনায়কতেϴর έশষ ধােপর 

অবѸায় িবরাজ করেছ আমােদর έদেশর মফѾল 

সাংবািদকেদর বাѷবতা। িনেজ সংবাদ কমλ-িনেজর 

সѕািদত পΝϏকা έছেড় হাত ვΜটেয় বেস থাকেত হেИ। 
মফѾেলর অিধকাংশ পΝϏকা গত নয় মােস যার সѕাদনা 
করার কথা িতিন করেছন না সѕাদনা করেছন পেরাϠভােব 

অনҝ έকউ। সংবাদপেϏর সােথ যুЅেদর হতҝা মামলা 
হাজতবাস কম κেϠϏ έথেক িবতািড়ত চাকরীচΦ ҝত আেগ 

কখেনা এসব ঘটেতা  রাজধানী ঢাকায়। এখন হেИ έজলা 
উপেজলায়। ৪ আগѶ ২০২৪ িসরাজগП έজলার রায়গП 

উপেজলার সাংবািদক ϕদীপেক নশৃংসভােব হতҝা করা হয় 

রায়গП έϕসЉেব ঢΦ েক। পাচঁ ও ছয় অগѶ ২০২৪ 

িসরাজগেПর  একΜট বቍল ϕচািরত  পΝϏকা ίদিনক যুেগর 

কথায় হামলা করা হয়, ভাঙচΦর করা হয় িনজѾ έϕস সানভীম 

অফেসট έϕস এҝн পাবিলেকশх। ϕকাশনা বс থােক ϕায় 

১০ িদন। এরপর έথেক ϕকাশনা অবҝাহত রাখেত έচѭা করা 

হেИ িকᅀ পΝϏকার িনজѾতা, έলখা, সѕাদকীয় িকছΦ  

Continued on Page 7 
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OPINION 

নীিতমালার উপরই ቍমিক έদওয়া হেИ। এ έলখার এক 

সчাহ আেগ পΝϏকাΜটর িবতরণ বҝবѸা έক বাধাςѸ করা হয় 

এেজл হকােরর িনকট έথেক সকল পΝϏকা িছনতাই কের 

িনেয় যায়। ϕকাশনা বс করার জনҝ সামাΝজক έযাগােযাগ 

মাধҝম ვেলা έথেক এমন িক έজলা মҝাΝজেϾটেক ϕভািবত 

করার έঘাষণা έদওয়া হয় একΜট  িচিҀত মহল έথেক যা 

সংবাদপϏ Ѿাধীনতার ቍমিক। এই িচϏ িক একΜট έজলায়? 

উЫর হেИ না, ϕিতΜট িবভাগীয় এবং έজলা শহর ვেলার 

সংবাদপϏ সাংবািদকরা Ѿাধীনতা পরবতλ বতκমােন সবেচেয় 

ভয়াবহ আতেВ িদন যাপন করেছ।  

 
খাগড়াছিড় έজলার এΜটএন বাংলা এΜটএন িনউজ কােলর 
কেмর έজলা ϕিতিনিধ έϕসЉােবর সাধারণ সѕাদক আবু 
দাউদেক একΜট মামলার ৭৮ নং আসািম করা হেয়েছ। ৯২ 
নং আসািম করা হেয়েছ έভােরর কাগেজর ϕিতিনিধ সংকর 
έচৗধুরীেক। পানছিড় উপেজলার এক সাংবািদক িমঠΦন সাহা 
έক অপর একΜট সাজােনা মামলায় আসািম করা হয়। যমুনা 
Μটিভ ও সাংবািদক ইউিনয়েনর সভাপিত শাহিরয়ার ইউনুস 
έϕসЉাব সভাপিত সময় Μটিভ ও বাসেসর ϕিতিনিধ 
Νজেত϶েক আসািম কের মামলা έদওয়া হয়। আΝজমুল হক 
িকংবা έদশ Μটিভর অনুপ দЫেক আসািম έϜণীভΦЅ করা হয়। 
একই মামলায় ১১৭ নং আসািম িহেসেব আইন শГৃলা বািহনী 
আটক কেরন সমকাল, দীч Μটিভ, সুϕভাত বাংলােদশ 
ϕিতিনিধ ও সাংবািদক ইউিনয়েনর সভাপিত ϕদীপ 
έচৗধুরীেক। সাত মাস যাবত িতিন έজেল কারা჈д রেয়েছন। 
উЗ আদালত έথেক জািমন িনেয়ও িতিন কারামুЅ হেত 
পারেছন না িবেশষ έবН জািমন Ѹিগত কেরেছ এমন 
অিভেযাগ কেরেছন কারা჈д  সাংবািদক ϕদীপ έচৗধুরীর 
আইনজীবী এবং তার িশিϠকা Ͽী।  
 
έমৗলভীবাজার έজলার ቉মДল উপেজলার সাংবািদক 

আরΜটিভ'র έজলা ϕিতিনিধ ও আমােদর সময় পΝϏকার 

ϕিতিনিধ ভাѴর έহাম ৫ আগѶ ২৪ তািরেখর পের ৩ মাস 

হাজতাবд িছেলন। 

 

১ έম ২০২৫ έফনী সদেরর έদেশর পেϏর সাংবািদক  গভীর 

রােত িনজ বািড়েত হামলার িশকার হেয়েছন। বাংলােদশ 

সংবাদ সংѸা বাসস এর িসরাজগП ϕিতিনিধ চাকিরচΦ ҝত 

করেত না έপের আইন-শГৃলা বািহনী িদেয় তােক আটক 

কিরেয় হতҝা মামলায় হাজতা বд রাখা হয় ϕায় চার মাস। 
έজলা িবএনিপর যুЏ সাধারণ সѕাদক হা჈ন অর রিশদ 

খান হাসান পরবতλেত বাসস έজলা ϕিতিনিধ িনেয়াগ িনেয় 

         মুЅ বাক Ѿাধীনতা- অব჈д:  

৫ অগাѶ ২৪ পরবতλ মফѾল সাংবািদকতা   

আেসন।শিহদুল ইসলাম িফিলপস নামক এই সংবাদকমλ 

জািমেন মুΝЅ হেয় এখেনা আতВ- ভেয় আЮেগাপেন 

রেয়েছন।  
একই έজলার έদশ έটিলিভশেন έজলা ϕিতিনিধ িহেসেব 

কম κরত সােয়ম উΝгন έক সিরেয় έদওয়া হেয়েছ ভেয় আতেВ 

িতিন έজলায় অবѸান করেত পারেছন না। έদেশর িবিভт 

έজলা ও উপেজলার সংবাদ কমλেদর সংবাদপেϏর ϕায় একই 

িচϏ। পাচঁ আগেѶর পর উপেজলা έজলার অিধকাংশ 

έϕসЉাব হামলা কের জামাত-িবএনিপপпী িহেসেব পিরিচত 

অখҝাতরা দখল কের িনেয়েছ ওই ϕিতѮােনর গঠনতϴ এবং 
έদেশর ϕচিলত আইন অমানҝ কের।  

 

সারা বছর ধের সাংবািদকরা έযভােব িনেজেদর ϕাণ ঝঁুিক িনেয় 

সংবাদ পিরেবশন কেরন έসই কাজেক বছর έশেষ 

আоজκািতক গণমাধҝম িদবেস সљািনত করা হেব, ভােলা 

কােজর Ѿীকৃিত িহেসেব রাϻ সরকার এই িদনΜটেক উদযাপন 

করেব এমনΜট আশা কেরন έদেশর ϕতҝо έজলা অНেলর 

মফѾল সংবাদপেϏর সাংবািদকরা। এর বҝিতοম হেИ, 

সংবাদপϏ সাংবািদক কমλরা আজ ভয় আতΝВত জীবন যাপন 

করেছ। মত ϕকােশর Ѿাধীনতা Ѿীকৃিত পাওয়ার আশা িনেয় 

িবগত বছরვেলা έয মুЅ সাংবািদকতা কেরেছ রাϻ সরকারেক 

έযৗΝЅক ϕѨ Ѹাপন কের সΜঠকভােব সরকার পিরচালনায় 

সহেযািগতা কেরেছন έসই সংবাদপϏ সাংবািদকতা 

বাংলােদেশর ϕতҝо অНল পয κо দমন,পীড়ন আর হামলার 

িশকাের ϠতিবϠত মুЅ বাক Ѿাধীনতা মফѾেলর সংবাদপϏ 

আজ- অব჈д। 

έলখক: বাংলােদেশর মফѾেলর একΜট ίদিনক পΝϏকার  

সѕাদক  

০২/০৫/২০২৫ 
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Human Rights Violations and 
Abuses in Bangladesh Under the Rule of the 

Interim Government  
(Part 3) 

A Report of the GCDG Research Wing 
 

Continued from Part 2 (Volume 1 Issue2) 

Lead Story  

Yunus regime issued an order on 14 
October 2024, indemnifying from 
prosecution, harassment and ar-
rest of students and citizens for 
their crimes and actions from 
July 15 to August 8, 2024 (51). 
This order not only appears ille-
gal or contrary to common sense, 
but it also acts as providing an 
incentive and a free license to the 
perpetrator to engage in crimes. 
Another disturbing trend is that 
even until now, when the age of 
the interim Govt. is more than 8 
months, Dr Yunus himself and 
some of his advisers, which are 
mostly his henchmen, repeatedly 
uttering impunity to the perpetra-
tors of unabated mob killing, 
destruction, atrocities, extorsions, 
citing these as the result of anger 
and frustration on the ousted 
Government. They are constantly 
doing this in their statements and 
interviews with media outlets.   

The extent of violation of receiving 
justice and the mockery of justice 
would be evident by one of thou-
sands of examples in which 15 on
-duty police officers were killed 
on 4th August 2024 by the mob 
(52). The responsibility of this 
killing was publicly confessed by 
a member of the Central Execu-
tive Committee of the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP), 
Mr. Saidur Rahman Bachchu. 
However, the Yunus Government 
filed a murder case on this inci-
dent against 4 BAL leaders and 
6000 unknown individuals, and 
the former Minister of Fisheries 
and Livestock Abdul Latif Bish-
was has been arrested (53, 54)   

“The Voice” reported 700 prisoners, 
including 70 convicted criminals 
and extremists, remaining at 
large, according to Brigadier 
General Syed Mohammad 
Motaher Hossain, the Director 
General of the Prison Department 
(25). 

On 5th November 2024, the NHRC of 
Bangladesh released its monthly 
report for October 2024 and the 
report based on the facts high-

lighted a rise in crimes such as 
mob beatings, rapes, and other 
offences as well as political 
harassment, assaults on politi-
cal leaders, and other violent 
acts. On 7 November 2024, the 
Yunus Government of Bangla-
desh forced all members of 
Bangladesh’s NHRC, including 
Chairman Kamal Uddin Ah-
med and five other members. 
The reason is clear: to allow 
mobocracy by the collaborators 
and supporters of Yunus, most 
prominently by his loyal anti-
discrimination Student Move-
ment. NHRC members cited 
that reporting facts has become 
an offence for the members of 
the NHRC of Bangladesh, and 
the Interim Government of 
Bangladesh created an untena-
ble situation wherein all mem-
bers of the NHRC were forced 
to resign (27). 

The Interim government is using 
and weaponizing the Anti-
discrimination Students Move-
ment to carry out illegal tasks. 
For example, Govt. used them 
to secure the forceful resigna-
tion of 21 Supreme Court and 
High Court judges, burning 
down of the headquarters of the 
Jatiya Party in the heart of the 
capital, Dhaka. Interim Govt. 
also uses the students to intimi-
date and terrorize political op-
ponents, journalists, and media 
houses with impunity; and they 
have been emboldened with 
impunity given to them. The 
most prominent example of 
impunity to mobocracy by the 
Interim government is barring 
the law enforcement personnel 
from arresting or filing cases 
against anyone involved in the 
July-August uprising (28) in 
which at least 44 policemen 
were killed! (29). 

The daily newspaper Prothom Alo 
reported on 8 April 2025 that 
even after granting bail by the 
court, former member of parlia-
ment from constituency 3 of 

Sirajganj, Dr. Abdul Aziz 
was attacked at the Jail gate 
by a group of mobs belong-
ing to the so-called Anti-
Discrimination Movement. 
The attack was organized 
and carried out under the 
direction and leadership of 
Mr. Muntasir Mehedi, the 
joint coordinator of the 
Sirajganj unit of the Anti-
Discrimination Movement 
(23). The most disturbing 
element of this episode is 
that the Army arrived on 
the spot and again took the 
parliament member to po-
lice custody without arrest-
ing or filing a case against 
the perpetrators, including 
Muntasir Mehedi. Like 
most other incidents, this is 
another proof that the at-
tacks are organized and 
systematic pattern support-
ed by the Interim Govern-
ment. The objectives are 
clear: to terrorize the oppo-
sition political forces to 
consolidate power. Another 
disturbing aspect of this 
and thousands of incidents 
like this, had never been 
criticized by any of the po-
litical parties, clearly indi-
cating that they formed an 
unholy and unwritten alli-
ance with the Yunus Gov-
ernment to fulfil their own 
objectives. 

Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB) observa-
tion reported 100 Days of 
Unprecedented Misrule 
Under the Yunus Govern-
ment, with over 80 individ-
uals, including ministers, 
journalists, and members of 
parliament, having been 
arrested. Meanwhile, over 
1,695 cases were filed 
against opposition activists, 
leading to the detention of 

Continued on Page 11 
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over 3,195 individuals, in-
cluding 74 senior Awami 
League leaders (50). 

Illegal arrests are very common 
under the interim govern-
ment. On numerous occa-
sions, the Government is 
forcing the police and other 
law-enforcing agencies to 
arrent relatives of the ac-
cused, which is an inten-
tional and serious violation 
of human rights. “Kalbela,” 
a daily newspaper, reported 
that the younger brother of 
a Chhatra League leader, 
was arrested on 16 April 
2025, in Rupganj, Narayan-
ganj. Shakib, the younger 
brother of Rayhan, is a can-
didate for the ongoing SSC 
examination, and this arrest 
will deprive him of his right 
to education and destroy his 
life (64).  

There were confirmed 471 
deaths among the thousands 
of killings and atrocities 
committed targeting Awami 
League leaders and activists 
from 6 July 2024 to 10 
April 2025 (72). However, 
the families were unable to 
take any legal action against 
the criminals and perpetra-
tors, nor have they been 
able to file a case in the 
police station or court. In 
particular, the current inter-
im government has been 
granting immunity to those 
who committed murder, 
arson, looting and encroach-
ment from 8 July 2024 to 15 
August 2024. 

There is an unprecedented, sys-
tematic and concerted effort 
by Yunus and his accom-
plices to violate the rights to 
receive fair justice. There 
are thousands of cases in 
which Yunus’s accomplices 
attacked the accused prison-
ers when brought to the 
court premises for a hearing 
under police presence. This 
is happening even after 8 
moths of the Interim Gov-
ernment. For example, on 
28 April 2025, a group of 
people attacked the former 
Law Minister, Mr. Anisul 
Hause, at the court premises 
in Naranjan Ganj (84). The 
mobs repeatedly punched 

him in the presence of 
police. It is of particular 
concern that not even a 
single case was filed 
against the perpetrators. 
The fact that the Govern-
ment never brought to 
justice to this mob vio-
lence perpetrators even 
those that occurred at 
court premises, squarely 
proves that these crimes 
are happening at the ap-
proval of the Yunus gov-
ernment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rights to Gender Equality (Article 7 of 
UDHR) 
Gender equality or sexual equality or 
equality of the sexes, is the state of 
equal ease of access to resources and 
opportunities, including education, em-
ployment, participating in cultural func-
tions, expressive, etc. regardless of gen-
der, including economic participation 
and decision-making, and the state of 
valuing different behaviors, aspirations 
(87). The Yunus government has failed 
tremendously to protect this right, as 
shown in the following examples: 

A Prothom Alo investigation has 
revealed that from August 1 
last year to March 15 this year, 
17 cases were filed in Dhaka 
city on charges of gang rape. 
216 cases were filed on charg-
es of rape. And 27 cases were 
filed on charges of attempted 
rape. Most of the women who 
were gang raped are young 
women and housewives (20). 

Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) docu-
mented 85 rape cases, 34 of 
which gang rape, 18 children 
and 4 victims were killed after 
rape in just two months Janu-
ary-February 2025 of interim 
Govt (21).  

The daily newspaper, Jugantor, 
reported on 7 April that in 
March alone, a total of 442 
people, including 248 girls and 
194 women, were subjected to 
torture across the country. Of 
these, 163, including 125 girls, 
were raped (22). 

 
Right to Own Property (Article 17 of 
UDHR) 
 
A fundamental human right is to own, 
protect and enjoy private property by all 
individuals. The government must pro-
tect the rights of its citizens. Private 
property is defined by real or transient 

assets owned by non-governmental legal 
entities (88). Public property, on the other 
hand, is owned by a state entity and is 
distinguishable from collective or cooper-
ative property, which is owned by one or 
more non-governmental entities (89).  As 
a legal concept, private property is de-
fined and enforced by a country's political 
system (90). The Interim Government has 
violated this right as evidenced by the 
following examples: 

On 5 February, ahead of a planned 
speech of Sheikh Hasina, a mob 
led by the Antidiscrimination 
Student Movement and Islamic 
fundamentalists destroyed the 
historic family home of Sheikh 
Hasina at Dhanmondi 32 that 
came to symbolize the country’s 
independence. Hasnat Abdullah, 
a student leader, had warned 
media outlets against Hasina’s 
speech and announced on Face-
book that “tonight Bangladesh 
will be freed from the pilgrimage 
site of fascism” (49). Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man's house at Dhanmondi 32 
was demolished with excavators 
and cranes. The supply of exca-
vators and cranes was reportedly 
facilitated by the interim Gov-
ernment. The residence of Has-
ina's late husband Wajed Mian, 
known as 'Sudha Sadan,' on 
Road 5 in Dhanmondi, was set 
on fire on Wednesday (57).   

Homes of most of the Awami League 
leaders were burned, demolished, 
set on fire or vandalized. Some 
examples are, the homes of 
Awami League Joint General 
Secretary and former lawmaker 
of Kushtia-3, Mahbubul Alam 
Hanif, former mayor of the 
Barisal city corporation, Serni-
abat Sadiq Abdullah, in the city's 
Kalibari Road area, former MP 
of Bagherhat-1, Sheikh Helal 
Uddin and former MP of Khul-
na-2, Sheikh Salauddin (58),  

A daily newspaper, Jana kantha, re-
ported that 10-15 BNP activists 
led by Mohiuddin Gazi, Rakibul 
Islam and Shamim Mridha, car-
rying Ramda and country-made 
weapons, have occupied a busi-
ness establishment next to a gov-
ernment primary school (60) 

 
 

Last part in next issue 

Human Rights Violations and Abuses in Bangladesh Under the 
Rule of the Interim Government  

Continued from Page  10 
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Statement by the “Global Centre for Democratic  
Governance” against the conspiracy to endanger the  

existence of Bangladesh by providing a corridor 

WORLD MEDIA WATCH 

 

07  May  2025 
২৪ ǯবশাখ ১৪৩২ 

 
Dear countrymen, 

We are an organization comprised of university teachers, researchers, engineers, doctors, agriculturists, lawyers, economists, jour-

nalists, and social workers from about 40 countries within Bangladesh and abroad. Recently, we have been observing with deep 
concern that the chief advisor to the unconstitutional interim government of Bangladesh has called for war preparations. The For-
eign Affairs Advisor has announced that Bangladesh has decided in principle to provide a corridor to the Myanmar Rakhine bor-
der. The government's security advisor and press secretary denied the foreign advisor's announced decision, but expressed their 
support for and rationale for providing the corridor. The power to make decisions on granting such corridors and preparing for war 
is legally outside the jurisdiction of the unelected temporary interim government. The decision to provide corridors and prepare for 
war can only be taken by their elected representatives in parliament on behalf of the people of Bangladesh after detailed discus-
sions, debates, and careful analysis. 
 
An interim government's decision without a people's mandate could harm the country. The legitimate government of Myanmar has 
already expressed strong objections to such a corridor system. A corridor agreement with the Rakhine rebel group, bypassing the 
Myanmar government, is illegal, which would create the possibility of Bangladesh being drawn into a war with the Myanmar gov-
ernment. Moreover, India, China and Russia have important business and strategic relations with Myanmar and the Rakhine region 
of Myanmar. Political, military and strategic analysts around the world have already pointed out the possibility of the US entering 
the region through the corridor agreement, involving a major superpower in that region and the possibility of war spreading. As a 
result, war shootings, bombings, fights, and skirmishes will spread in this region of Bangladesh and Myanmar, which will create 
devastation like Gaza. 
"Friendship with all, hostility with none" has been the motto of Bangladesh's foreign policy for 54 years, with neighbouring coun-
tries and all countries worldwide. Suppose Bangladesh's land is allowed to be used beyond this policy to implement a conspiracy to 
prolong illegal power. In that case, Bangladesh will lose its heritage and become a playground for great powers to fight for indefi-
nitely. As a result, the already severely damaged economy, industrial structure, agricultural and industrial production, unbearable 
price increases of daily necessities, fragile law and order situation, and public safety and peace will be under extreme threat. 
Incidentally, we can recall the dangerous positions of Bangladesh, Mizoram in India, Myanmar, the warring Rakhine State, the 
Kuki-Chin-inhabited Chin State, Saint Martin, and the Chittagong Hill Tracts. If this corridor agreement is signed, due to various 
interests, hostility, violence, militant activity, drug trafficking, arms smuggling, and competition for land grabs will begin among 
the people of these regions. Taking advantage of this extreme chaos, the possibility of a new state being created on the territory of 
India, Myanmar, and Bangladesh to protect the interests of an already embattled great power cannot be ruled out. It goes without 
saying that if such a situation arises, the sovereignty and independence of Bangladesh will be endangered. We shudder to imagine 
how serious the risk of Bangladesh getting involved in a war with India and Myanmar, including major superpowers in this region, 
could be for us. 
If the unconstitutional interim government provides corridors in exchange for their interests, ways to earn money, and prolonging 
illegal state power, the above-mentioned events will quickly weaken Bangladesh, it will lose its land, conflicts between various 
groups will create extreme instability within the country, the economy will be destroyed, agricultural production will be endan-
gered, people will suffer from famine, and even the country's independence, sovereignty, and the existence of the nation will be 
endangered. As a result, Bangladesh will be forced to borrow billions of dollars from superpower arms manufacturers and traders 
to buy weapons in the name of aid, in exchange for which all the country's mineral resources, including oil and gas, will be given 
to those militarily powerful countries through agreements. Just think about what terrible consequences this corridor agreement will 
lead to for Bangladesh. We have already heard the government's advisors declare that the country's borders are not under its con-
trol, that the country's map is going to be changed, and so on. 
Dear countrymen, before this terrible time arrives, we call on you, including the patriotic army, to think deeply, understand all the 
dangers, and quickly raise your voice with millions of voices. Before we are destroyed, before it is too late, be aware. Stand up 
against this immoral decision. Once power is lost to you, these illegal, country-destroying decisions will bring untold suffering, 
famine, and endanger the independence and sovereignty of the country, which was achieved with the sacrifice of millions of mar-
tyrs. Surely, none of us desires such darkness. 

Sincerely, 
Members of the Global Centre for Democratic Governance. 

Email: contact@globalcdg.org 
Website: www.globalcdg.org 
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WORLD MEDIA WATCH 

https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/hindu-
teachers-principals-forced-resignation-
bangladesh-viral-videos-taslima-nasreen-
2591679-2024-09-01 

কিরেডার Ĩদােনর মাধ�েম বাংলােদেশর অিƀð িবপেĜর 
ষড়যেĒর িবŏেú “Ƣñাবাল ƢসĊার ফর Ƣডেমাে�িটক 

২৪ ǯবশাখ ১৪৩২ 

০৭  Ǯম  ২০২৫ 
 
িϕয় έদশবাসী, বাংলােদেশর িভতের এবং ϕবােস ϕায় ৪০Μট έদেশর িবѩিবদҝালেয়র িশϠক, গেবষক, ϕেকৗশলী, ডাЅার, কৃিষিবদ, 

আইনিবদ, অথ κনীিতিবদ, সাংবািদক এবং সমাজকমλেদর িনেয় গΜঠত আমরা একΜট িথВ টҝাВ ϕিতѮান। সাϸিতক সমেয় আমরা 
গভীর উেеেগর সােথ লϠҝ করিছ έয বাংলােদেশর অসাংিবধািনক অоব κতλকালীন সরকােরর ϕধান উপেদѭা যুд ϕᄿিতর আহবান 
জািনেয়েছন। পররাϻ উপেদѭা έঘাষণা কেরেছন έয বাংলােদশ নীিতগতভােব মায়ানমার রাখাইন সীমােо কিরেডার ϕদােনর িসдাо 
িনেয়েছ। সরকােরর িনরাপЫা উপেদѭা এবং έϕস সিচব পররাϻ উপেদѭার έঘািষত িসдাо অѾীকার করেলও কিরেডার ϕদােনর 
έযৗΝЅকতা ও সমথ κেনর কথা জািনেয়েছন। এই ধরেনর কিরেডার ϕদান ও যুд ϕᄿিতর িসдাо έনওয়ার Ϡমতা আইনত অিনব κািচত 
এবং ϠণѸায়ী অоব κতλ সরকােরর এখিতয়ার বিহভূκত। কিরেডার ϕদান এবং যুд ϕᄿিতর িসдাо একমাϏ বাংলােদেশর জনগেণর 
পেϠ তােঁদর িনব κািচত ϕিতিনিধগণ সংসেদ িবѷািরত আেলাচনা, তকκ িবতকκ এবং চΦলেচরা িবেѫষেণর পর ςহণ করেত পােরন।  

জনগেণর έমেнড িবহীন অоব κতλকালীন সরকােরর এই ধরেনর িসдাо έদেশর সমূহ Ϡিত έডেক আনেত পাের। িময়ানমােরর ίবধ 
সরকার ইিতমেধҝই এই ধরেনর কিরেডার বҝবѸার έঘার আপিЫ জািনেয়েছন। িময়ানমার সরকারেক বাইপাস কের রাখাইেনর িবেϒাহী 
ሸেপর সােথ এই ধরেনর কিরেডার ϕদােনর চΦ ΝЅ অৈবধ, যা িময়ানমার সরকােরর সােথ বাংলােদেশর যুেд জিড়েয় পড়ার সјাবনা 
ίতির করেব। তাছাড়া িময়ানমার ও িময়ানমােরর রাখাইন অНেল ভারত, চীন ও রািশয়ার ვ჈Яপূণ κ বҝবসািয়ক ও ϾҝােটΝজক সѕকκ 
রেয়েছ। কিরেডার চΦ ΝЅর মাধҝেম যুЅরােϻর ঢΦ েক পড়ার সјাবনা ওই অНেল বৃহৎ পরাশΝЅর জিড়েয় পড়া এবং যুд ছিড়েয় পড়ার 
সјাবনার কথা িবѩজেুড় রাজৈনিতক, সামিরক ও ϾҝােটΝজক িবেѫষকগণ ইিতমেধҝই তΦ েল ধেরেছন। ফেল বাংলােদশ ও িময়ানমােরর 
এই অНেল যুেдর έগালাვিল, έবামা বষ κণ, মারামাির, কাটাকাΜট ছিড়েয় পড়েব, যা গাজার মত йংসলীলার সৃΜѭ করেব। 

 ϕিতেবশী রাϻ ও িবেѩর সকল রােϻর সােথ "সবার সােথ বсুЯ কােরা সােথ ίবিরতা নয়" হেИ ৫৪ বছর যাবত বাংলােদেশর 
পররাϻনীিতর মূলমϴ। ϕেলােভােন পেড়, অৈবধ Ϡমতা দীঘ κািয়ত করার চοাо বাѷবায়েনর লেϠҝ এই নীিতর বাইের িগেয় 

বাংলােদেশর ভূিম বҝব჊ত হেত িদেল বাংলােদশ তার ঐিতহҝ হারােব, হেয পড়েব অিনিদκѭকােলর জনҝ বৃহৎ শΝЅর যুেдর έখলার মাঠ। 
ফেল ইিতমেধҝ চরমভােব Ϡিতςѷ অথ κনীিত, িশџ কাঠােমা, কৃিষ ও িশџ উৎপাদন, িনতҝ ϕেয়াজনীয় ΝজিনসপেϏর অসহনীয় মূলҝ 
বৃΝд, ভДুর আইন-শГৃলা বҝবѸা, জন জীবেনর িনরাপЫা এবং শািо চরম ቍমিকর মুেখ পড়েব।  

ϕসДত আমরা Ѽরণ করেত পাির বাংলােদশ, ভারেতর িমেজারাম, িময়ানমার, যুдরত রাখাইন রাজҝ, কুিকিচন অধুҝিষত িচন রাজҝ, 
έসл মাΜটκন ও পাব κতҝ চСςােমর িবপКনক অবѸােনর কথা। এই কিরেডার চΦ ΝЅ হেল নানামুখী Ѿােথ κর কারেণ এই অНলვেলার 
জনেগাѮΣর মেধҝ ზ჈ হেব ίবিরতা, হানাহািন, জিД তৎপরতা, মাদেকর বҝবসা, অϿ έচারা চালান ও ভূিম দখেলর ϕিতেযািগতা। এই 
চরম িবশГৃলতার সুেযাগ িনেয় ইিতমেধҝই চাউর হওয়া একΜট বৃহৎ শΝЅর Ѿাথ κ রϠার জনҝ ভারত িময়ানমার ও বাংলােদেশর ভূখЦ 
িনেয় নতΦন έকান রােϻর জф হওয়ার সјাবনা উিড়েয় έদওয়া যায় না। এমন অবѸার সΜৃѭ হেল বাংলােদেশর সাব κেভৗমЯ ও Ѿাধীনতা 
িবপт হেব, একথা বলাই বাቍলҝ। এই অНেল ভারত ও িময়ানমােরর সােথ বৃহৎ পরাশΝЅসহ যুেд জিড়েয় পড়ার িরѴ বাংলােদেশর 
জনҝ কত মারাЮক হেত পাের তা কџনা করেলও আমরা িশউের উΜঠ।  

έমাহাљাদ  ইউনুেসর  অসাংিবধািনক অоব κতλকালীন সরকার িনেজেদর বҝΝЅ Ѿােথ κ, অথ κ উপাজκেনর পথ ও অৈবধ রাϻ Ϡমতা 
দীঘ κািয়ত করার িবিনমেয় কিরেডার ϕদান করেল উপের উেѣিখত ঘটনাবলীর ফেল ሾত বাংলােদশ দুব κল হেব, তার ভূিম হারােব, নানা 
έগাѮΣর মেধҝ সংঘষ κ έদেশর িভতের চরম অিѸরতা ίতির করেব, অথ κনীিত йংস হেয় যােব, কৃিষ উৎপাদন িবপт হেব, মানুষ দুিভκেϠর 
কবেল পড়েব, এমনিক έদেশর Ѿাধীনতা, সাব κেভৗমЯ ও জািতর অΝѷЯ িবপт হওয়ার সমূহ সјাবনা έদখা িদেব। ফেল বাংলােদশেক 
পরাশΝЅর অϿ ϕᄿতকারক ও বҝবসায়ীেদর অϿ έকনার জনҝ িবিলয়ন িবিলয়ন  ডলার ঋণ িনেত বাধҝ করা হেব সাহােযҝর নােম, 
িবিনমযেয় έদেশর έতল গҝাস সহ যাবতীয় খিনজ সѕদ চΦ ΝЅ কের έসইসব সামিরক শΝЅধর έদশেক িদেয় িদেত হেব। একবার έভেব 
έদখুন, এই কিরেডার চΦ ΝЅ বাংলােদশেক িক ভয়ংকর পিরণিতর িদেক িনেয় যােব। ইিতমেধҝই আমরা ზেনিছ সরকােরর উপেদѭাগণ 

έঘাষণা কেরেছন, έদেশর সীমাо έদেশর িনয়ϴেণ έনই, έদেশর মানিচেϏ পিরবতκন আসেছ ইতҝািদ ভয়ংকর সব কথাবাতκা।  

িϕয় έদশবাসী, এই ভয়ংকর সময় উপিѸত হবার পূেব κই έদশেϕিমক έসনাবািহনী সহ আপনােদর ϕিত আমােদর আ҃ান, আপনারা 
গভীরভােব িচоা ক჈ন, সমুহ  িবপদেক অনুধাবন ক჈ন এবং ሾত έকাΜট কেХ έসাЗার έহান। আমােদর সব κনাশ হওয়ার আেগ, 
অেনক έবিশ έদির হওয়ার আেগই আপনারা সেচতন έহান। έদশিবেরাধী    িসдােоর িব჈েд ჈েখ দাড়ঁান। Ϡমতা একবার আপনােদর 
হাতছাড়া হেয় έগেল, এইসব অৈবধ έদশ ধংশকারী িসдাо আমােদর সবার জনҝ έডেক আনেব অবণ κনীয় দুঃখ কѭ, দুিভκϠ এবং িবপт 
হেব লােখা শহীেদর আЮতҝােগর িবিনমেয় অΝজκত έদেশর Ѿাধীনতা ও সাব κেভৗমЯ। িনѥয়ই আমরা έকউই এই ধরেনর অমািনশা 
কামনা কিরনা।  

 

িবনীত,  
έАাবাল έসлার ফর έডেমােοΜটক গভারনҝাх এর সদসҝবৃр।  

Email: contact@globalcdg.org 

Website: www.globalcdg.org 
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Ƣরািহ³া সংকট: সংকট Ƣথেক িনরাপçা Ƒমিক 
লিতফুল কিবর 

২০১৭ সােল িময়ানমােরর রাখাইন রােজ� রাŰীয় পűৃেপাষকতায় পিরচািলত 
ববƤর দমন-পীড়েনর ফেল Ĩায় ১১ লাখ Ƣরািহ³া বাংলােদেশ আŨয় Ƣনয়। 
šŏেত এিট মানিবক সহানভূুিতর এক িবরল দůৃাĐ হেয় উঠেলও, সমেয়র 
পির�মায় এই সংকট এক গভীর িনরাপçা Ƒমিকেত Őপ িনে¹। এিট এখন 
šধ ু বাংলােদেশর অভ�Đরীণ িবষয় নয়, বরং আÉিলক ভূরাজনীিতর এক 
জিটল সমীকরেণ পিরণত হেয়েছ। 
 

ক�বাজার ও ভাসানচের আŨয় Ƣনওয়া Ƣরািহ³া জনেগাűী Ĩায় সাত বছর ধের 
অিনিŢত ভিবষ�েতর মেুখামিুখ অবƄান করেছ। এই দীঘƤƄায়ী অিনŢয়তা 
Ƣরািহ³া জনেগাűীর Ƣভতের হতাশা, চরমপĔা এবং অপরােধ য�ু হওয়ার ঝুিঁক 
বািড়েয় তুলেছ। ক�াń�েলােত ইেতামেধ� অƂ, ইয়াবা ও মানবপাচার চ� 
সি�য় হেয় উেঠেছ। আরও উেăগজনক হেলা, Ƣরািহ³ােদর একিট অংশ 
চরমপĔী Ƣগাűী,েযমন আরসা, এর Ĩভাবাধীন হেয় পড়েছ। একািধক খনু, 
অপহরণ ও Ƣগালা�িলর ঘটনার মাধ�েম Ĩমাণ িমলেছ Ƣয, ক�াń এখন আর 
িনছক মানিবক আŨয়েকė নয় বরং একিট সংগিঠত অপরাধ-Ĩবণ এলাকা, যা 
Ƅানীয় সমাজ ও আইনশ²ৃলা পিরিƄিতর জন� গভীর উেăেগর কারণ। 
 

এই সংকটেক আরও জিটল কের তুেলেছ রাখাইন রাজ�েক িঘের দি�ণ ও পবূƤ 
এিশয়ার Ĩভাবশালী রাŰ�েলার ভূরাজৈনিতক আ¦হ। চীন ইেতামেধ� রাখাইন 
উপকূেল বািণজ� ও Çালািনিভিçক কিরেডার Ƅাপন কেরেছ। িময়ানমাের জাĐা 
সরকােরর ওপর চীেনর Ĩত�� ও পেরা� Ĩভাব রেয়েছ। যিদও তারা Ƣরািহ³া 
সংকেট মধ�Ƅতাকারীর ভূিমকা রাখার Ƣচůা কেরেছ, বাƀেব তােদর উে÷শ� 
মলূত বািণিজ�ক ও Ƣকৗশলগত—Ƣরািহ³া Ĩত�াবাসেন তােদর প� Ƣথেক 
কাযƤকর Ƣকােনা চাপ Ƣনই। 
 
অন�িদেক ভারতও রাখাইনেক িঘের তােদর িনজƋ ƋাথƤ সংর�েণ ব�ƀ। 
ক�ালাদান মািŕেমাডাল Ĩকেśর মাধ�েম ভারত উçর-পবূƤাÉেলর রাজ��েলার 
সে³ রাখাইন উপকূলীয় অÉেলর সংেযাগ ƣতির করেছ। যিদও ভারত 
বাংলােদশেক সহেযািগতার কথা বেলেছ, Ƣরািহ³া ইস�ুেত তােদর অবƄান 
এখেনা Ƣকৗশলগত িনরেপ�তায় আবú। একই সমেয়, য�ুরাŰ ও ইউেরাপ 
মানবািধকােরর Ĩেť Ƣরািহ³ােদর পে� অবƄান িনেলও, Ĩত�াবাসন ও সংকট 
সমাধােন তােদর বাƀব ভূিমকায় কাযƤকরেðর অভাব রেয়েছ। 
 

বাংলােদশ সরকার Ĩথম Ƣথেকই একিট মানিবক, কূটৈনিতক এবং ন�ায়স³ত 
সমাধােনর পথ খুেঁজ এেসেছ। তেব বাƀবতা হেলা—িময়ানমােরর Ƣভতের জাĐা 
সরকােরর অনমনীয়তা, রাখাইেন আরাকান আিমƤর উéান, এবং আĐজƤািতক 
মহেলর ƣăত নীিত Ƣরািহ³া সংকটেক দীঘƤƄায়ী কের তুেলেছ। 
 

এই ƢĨ�াপেট, বাংলােদশ এক বƑমিুখ চ�ােলেÌর সŋিুখন হেয় পেড়েছ। 
Ĩথমত, ক�াńিভিçক অপরাধ ও চরমপĔা িনয়Ēেণ কেঠার িনরাপçা ব�বƄা 
দরকার। িăতীয়ত, Ƅানীয় জনগেণর সে³ Ƣরািহ³ােদর িবেরাধ যােত সংঘােত 
Őপ না Ƣনয়, Ƣস িবষেয় Ƣসাশ�াল Ƣকােহশেনর কাযƤকর উেদ�াগ িনেত হেব। 
ততৃীয়ত, আĐজƤািতক পিরসের বাংলােদশেক Ƣরািহ³া ইস�ুেক Ƣকবল মানিবক 
সংকট নয়, িনরাপçা ও আÉিলক িƄিতশীলতার অংশ িহেসেব তুেল ধরেত 
হেব। 
Ƣরািহ³া সংকট এখন আর šধইু একিট মানিবক সমস�া নয়—এিট একিট 
আÉিলক িনরাপçা ও কূটৈনিতক বাƀবতা। এর সমাধান Ƣকবল আĐজƤািতক 
সিদ¹ার ওপর িনভƤর করেল চলেব না; বাংলােদশেক িনজƋ Ƣকৗশলগত 
ĨƁিত, আÉিলক ভারসাম� এবং অভ�Đরীণ িনরাপçা ব�বƄােক শি�শালী 
কেরই ভিবষ�েতর পথ িনধƤারণ করেত হেব। 
 
এ সংকট যত দীঘƤািয়ত হে¹, ততই তা আমােদর জাতীয় িনরাপçা, অথƤনীিত 
এবং সামািজক িƄিতশীলতার জন� এক িনরব িবেƊারক হেয় উঠেছ। 

 

Rohingya Crisis: From Humanitarian  
Disaster to Security Threat 

Latiful Kabir 

The 2017 mass exodus of the Rohingya population from Myan-
mar’s Rakhine State to Bangladesh, following brutal state-
sponsored persecution, initially evoked global sympathy as one of 
the worst humanitarian crises in recent history. Nearly 1.1 million 
people crossed into Bangladesh seeking refuge. However, over 
time, the crisis has transformed from a humanitarian issue into a 
complex and multi-dimensional security threat for Bangladesh and 
the broader South and Southeast Asian region. 
 
Rohingya refugees, currently residing in overcrowded camps in 
Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char, have spent over seven years in a 
state of uncertainty. This prolonged stagnation has bred frustration 
and despair, pushing some segments of the population towards 
criminal networks and radical ideologies. The emergence of armed 
groups like the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), inci-
dents of extortion, abductions, arms and drug trafficking within the 
camps, and repeated clashes have underscored the growing volatil-
ity. These camps are no longer mere humanitarian shelters—they 
are evolving into organized criminal zones with serious implica-
tions for national security and law and order in adjacent localities. 
 
The situation has grown even more complicated with the geopoliti-
cal interest of several major powers in the Rakhine region. China 
has strategic investments in the area, particularly through its China
-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC), including energy and 
infrastructure projects passing through Rakhine to the Bay of Ben-
gal. While Beijing has occasionally offered to mediate the crisis, 
its primary motivation remains securing its economic interests and 
ensuring stability for its projects, not ensuring Rohingya repatria-
tion or justice. 
India, too, has a stake in the region through its Kaladan Multimod-
al Transport Project that aims to link India’s Northeast to the 
Rakhine coast. While India has expressed support for Bangladesh 
in principle, its policy on the Rohingya remains cautiously neutral, 
balancing regional relations and internal security concerns. Mean-
while, the West—particularly the United States and European 
Union—has been vocal about the human rights abuses against the 
Rohingya, even labelling it genocide. However, their engagement 
has largely remained policy-oriented and symbolic, with minimal 
impact on actual repatriation efforts. 
 
For Bangladesh, the challenge is now multifaceted. From main-
taining security within the camps to preventing social conflict with 
host communities, and from navigating delicate diplomatic terrain 
to preserving domestic stability, the stakes are higher than ever. 
Dhaka has persistently advocated for a safe and dignified repatria-
tion of the Rohingya to their homeland. But with the Myanmar 
military junta unwilling to engage in meaningful dialogue, the rise 
of armed ethnic groups like the Arakan Army in Rakhine, and the 
evident inertia in global diplomatic efforts, the solution seems 
increasingly distant. 
 
At this point, Bangladesh must prepare for the long haul. Security 
measures must be reinforced within and around refugee settle-
ments. A more cohesive and inclusive social strategy is needed to 
prevent communal resentment. Internationally, Bangladesh must 
present the crisis not merely as a humanitarian issue but as a loom-
ing regional security concern that demands collective action and 
political will. 
 
In conclusion, the Rohingya crisis has moved far beyond its ori-
gins as a humanitarian tragedy. It now represents a real and evolv-
ing threat to regional security and socio-political stability. While 
the global community deliberates, Bangladesh must act decisive-
ly—with a mix of strategic diplomacy, robust internal policy, and 
regional cooperation—to mitigate the long-term consequences of 
one of the most intractable refugee crises of our time. 


