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DISMAL STATE OF EDUCATION IN BANGLADESH

UNDER THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT
Maxton Zander

Introduction

Education encompasses multiple processes and avenues, formal and informal,
through which an individual, starting from early childhood to adulthood, acquire
knowledge, skills, wisdom and experiences that equip the individual to navigate
the challenges, complexities and opportunities of life in a balanced way appropri-
ate to one’s surrounding and that make him/her worthy of a competent, active
global citizenship. Formal education is structured, purposefully designed,
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systematically delivered and as-
sessed by the education authority
of the government. On the other
hand, informal education is un-
structured, undelivered and unas-
sessed but spontaneously instilled
in individuals because of the inter-
action with their microenviron-
ment, such as family, friends and
the society they live in or encoun-
ter. In the modern world, the Gov-
ernment is almost solely responsi-
ble for the formal part of the edu-
cation of its citizens, at least before
adulthood. Formal education in-
volves teaching and learning,
along with the infrastructure and
resources to create an environ-
ment conducive to teaching and
learning. Formal education must
align to the learner’s geo-social
environment and culture in such a
way as to assimilate and integrate
informal education in a corrective
way so that the summative result
is to produce a conscious, bal-
anced, skilled and patriotic popu-
lation. In delivering formal educa-
tion, the most important objective
is to create a purposeful learning
environment aligned with the abil-
ity, attitude and constraints of the
learners, in which the learners
cannot escape but learn to love
their country, culture and people,
and become lifelong learners.
From the early stages of child-
hood, education must lay the foun-
dation for tolerance, intellectual
curiosity, innovation, critical
thinking, expressive arts, commu-
nication and problem-solving abil-
ities.

Damages Done to Education
by the Interim Government

Iintentionally added an introduc-
tion depicting my definition of
education, which I conceptualized
over 60 years of experience as a
student and as a professor in mul-
tiple universities of 4 different
countries on 3 continents. There
are three basic purposes of includ-
ing this definition in this short
article: (i) to provide a self-
explanatory understanding of the
actions of the interim Yunus gov-
ernment and how those actions
caused a long-lasting harm to the
education of Bangladesh, (ii) to

make it easier for the readers to realize
the depth of the damages done by the
actions of Chief Advisor Muhammad
Yunus and his government, so that they
are inspired to raise a strong voice
against these, (iii) to make my dream
public, which I would like a patriotic
policy maker in Bangladesh to realize
how this short description can overhaul
the entire education system of Bangla-
desh. However, I understand that only
a truly democratic, pro-liberation, pat-
riotic government will allow us to im-
plement this type of education. This is
because this type of education will per-
manently stop people like Muhammad
Yunus, his chosen advisors and other
self-centered forces from grabbing
state power.

It is beyond the scope of this short arti-
cle to describe and list an exhaustive
list of the actions and harm done ante-
cedent to the conspiratory ousting of
Sheikh Hasina government and within
the 9-month duration of the Yunus
government. I will only highlight a few
of the actions/events of Muhammad
Yunus and his accomplices that are
explicitly detrimental and will have a
long-lasting detrimental effect on edu-
cation, people and the country.

Character Assassination of the
Young Generation

As part of his decade long meticulous
design and effort to oust his enemy,
Sheikh Hasina and Bangladesh Awami
Leage (BAL), from power, Muhammad
Yunus employed sections of the coun-
ty’s student population as his muscle
power to create mob violence to spread
fear and terror among general popula-
tion, his enemy, BAL government, and
who are supportive to the countries
liberation war. In doing so, Yunus used
vast wealth, fame for owning the Nobel
prize, PR skills, and by donating mil-
lions of dollars to organizations owned
or linked to his powerful foreign
friends. To ensure success, he also uti-
lized the anti-liberation Islamist forces,
Bangladesh Jamat-e-Islami, other Is-
lamist fundamentalist and their mili-
tant forces, as well as opposing political
forces of BAL, such as BNP.

It is widely believed that he paid mil-
lions of dollars to the students, particu-
larly the coordinators of the antidis-
crimination movement, to fulfil his
goal. This is now evidently clear by the
Interim Government’s grant of immun-
ity and impunity provided to the perpe-
trators of committing heinous crimes,
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such as killing, maiming, arson
attacks, destroying houses of
leaders and supporters of BAL (1,
2,3, 4,5, 6, 7). Another piece of
evidence (indeed, this is strong
proof) is that Yunus appointed
some of those student leaders as
Advisors to his government with
the status of full ministers. He
employed these unqualified
young students for two obvious
reasons: (i) to act as his muscle
power, (ii) since he secretly paid
them vast amounts of money, he
is in fear in case these young peo-
ple might expose his misdeed.

It is understandable that if at
such a young age people become
so powerful and rich by doing
wrong things and crimes, they
will surely turn into monsters,
which the country is painfully
observing. Thus, the character of
these students, in essence, the
whole student population’s char-
acter of the country had perma-
nently been assassinated, at least
for this generation, by Yunus to
fulfil his aim of taking revenge on
his perceptive enemy and to fulfil
his ambition of expanding his
business empire. The proof of this
statement comes from the rate of
expanding his business empire.
Within this short period in power,
he obtained approval or licenses
for dozens of lucrative businesses
and passed ordinances to obtain
unprecedented tax advantages
(8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13).

Destroyed the integrity, fair-
ness of education system and
prospects of a generation

Taking the advantage of Interim
government, particularly Muham-
mad Yunus’s moral weakness, on
20 August, a section of Higher
Secondary Certificate (HSC) ex-
aminees entered the Secretariat in
Dhaka, demanding for cancella-
tion of their suspended exams.
When many students became
leaders and advisors overnight
without experience or exercise,
even worse, by performing cranial
activities, similar characters got
the upper hand. For fear of losing
power and support of the derailed
sections of the student popula-
tion, who act as this govern-
ment’s’ muscle power, the interim

[Continued onPage3]
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In the name of the anti-discriminatory students' movement, many students took to the streets in support of the movement for quota

= reforms. A segment of teachers also joined the cause. The Awami League government was ousted, and an Interim government head- :
ed by Dr Yunus took over on 8 August 2024. After almost 10 months, the country is in a chaotic situation in almost every sector. :
Many students, due to their affiliation with the Bangladesh Chhatra League, studying in various educational institutions in Bangla-

- desh are being subjected to expulsion, arrests, deprivation of class-examination-housing opportunities, and prevention from academic
training and research. They are not being given education certificates or registration. .
More than 200000 students from 4007 private educational institutions and about 130,600 students from government educational
institutions are being deprived of their basic right to education. :
In addition, teachers from primary schools, all the way to university level, are being harassed by mobs in various ways. They are being

subjected to extortion, physical assaults, forced resignation, and in some cases, dismissal.

This is a grave sign for the future generations of Bangladesh. We must come out of this quickly.

: Prof Dr Md Habibe Millat

: MBBS, FRCS(Edin)

: president,

= Global Center for Democratic Governance
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government quickly agreed to the can-
cellation of the HSC and equivalent
exams (14).

Interestingly and ironically, Yunus
used these same students to agitate
against the Sheikh Hasina government
on a demand to abolish the quota sys-
tem and establish meritocracy. Thus,
this decision of the Yunus government
goes against meritocracy. It also un-
dermined the integrity of the educa-
tion system and destroyed the pro-
spects of a generation. This inevitably
will affect a generation’s natural spirit
of struggle. They will have a perma-
nent scar in their mind that one can
earn fame, name, position, wealth or
even an auto pass without sitting for
the examination just by playing foul,
violence, tricks, spreading lies and
false propaganda they observed as
Muhammad Yunus and his student,
any of the top advisors achieved.

Even under unprecedented re-
strictions on press freedom, reports
published in The Daily Star and Pro-
thom Alo tacitly mentioned the detri-
mental effects of this auto pass (15,
16). Even HSC examiners felt that In-
terim Government’s decision to cancel
the HSC examination was unnecessary
and detrimental to them as reflected
by comments published in The Daily
Star (17): (i) "I was devastated to hear
the news because it felt like a major
portion of my batch only had their
own interests at heart. To prepare for
an exam for two years and yet never
get to sit for it and prove myself — it's
just heartbreaking. It also felt morally
wrong to forcefully get this demand
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fulfilled while the country has so
many critical problems to deal
with." (ii) Sharlin Khan, another
VNSC student of HSC batch 2024,
feels that the decision to give an
auto-pass to all HSC candidates
undermines all the hard work and
effort put into preparing for the
HSC examination.

Completely Destroyed the
Country’s Environment for
Teaching and Learning

The most important responsibility
of a government is to create a suit-
able environment conducive to
teaching and learning. The interim
government did exactly the oppo-
site. In order to consolidate power
and make their rule easier, the in-
terim government used its student
supporters, the faction belonging
to the so-called antidiscrimination
movement, to terrorize its only op-
ponent in educational institutions,
Chhatra League, the student wing
of BAL, There are hundreds of kill-
ings, maiming, atrocities and well-
designed demonstrations under
direct or indirect auspices of the
interim government to expel and to
cancel educational certificates of
Chhatra League members. They
also targeted teachers of ethnic
minorities and supporters of BAL
or simply for being secular or sym-
pathetic or respectful of the 1971
liberation war. TBS Graduates in
its 1issue of 17 November high-
lighted some of the major events
that took place in the country’s ed-
ucational landscape showing the
anarchy and destruction of envi-
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ronment for education (18). Few of
those events are: (i) Former Rajshahi
University (RU) Chhatra League
leader Abdullah Al Masud was beaten
to death on 7 September 2024, (ii) A
clash between Dhaka College and
Ideal College students in the Science
Laboratory area left 18 injured. In the
aftermath, Dhaka College students
took down the signboard of Ideal Col-
lege, (iii) on 19 September, a former
Chhatra League leader was beaten to
death in Jahangirnagar University.
On the same day, a group of students
at Fazlul Haque Muslim Hall, Univer-
sity of Dhaka, beat a youth to death
on suspicion of theft, (iv) on 20 Sep-
tember 2024, a video surfaced show-
ing students making the newly ap-
pointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor Dr Md
Sajedul Karim and Treasurer Dr Md
Ismail Hossain of Shahjalal Universi-
ty of Science and Technology (SUST)
take oath, (v) on 20 October, student
protests led to the resignation an-
nouncement of the chairman of the
Dhaka Education Board.

Thousands of teachers are being re-
moved from their jobs just to express
opinions on speeches of any of the
present government officials on so-
cial media platforms (19). One such
example is Mr. Manibul Haque Bo-
sunia, an assistant teacher, Abul Ka-
shem Govt. Primary School, Rajarhat
Upazila, Kurigram.

The unrest on the university campus-
es is so widespread and wild that it
halts the functioning of all academic
activities. 150 students were injured
in Bangladesh during clashes at a

uni- [Continued onPage4]
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versity campus this week (Feb 20,
2025) (29)

Destroyed the Respectful
Teacher-Student Relationship
at All Levels of Education

The interim government is using its
derailed student supporters to terror-
ize, insult and remove from jobs the
teachers belonging to the ethnic mi-
nority and teachers sympathetic to or
even perceived supporters of the
Sheikh Hasina government. Students
are physically attacking the teachers,
beating them and forcing them to
resign from their positions. There are
thousands of such incidents, and cu-
riously the interim government is
silent about these incidents and in
most cases encouraging the students
openly by making statement like:
“these are the result of cumulative
anger on the supporter of fascist
Hasina government.t” The daily star
in its 15t September 2024 issue de-
scribed the situation with this sen-
tence, “The once-respectful student-
teacher relationship has been de-
stroyed. Automatic pass is now seen
as a “right,” while students engage
more in occupation, intimidation,
and violence than in academics or
sports. Public universities have be-
come targets for radicalization, push-
ing forward an alarming agenda of
ideological infiltration.” The newspa-
per also mentioned that “Teachers
are no longer teaching — many don’t
even feel safe doing so. Thousands
have been assaulted by mob groups
reportedly operating under Yunus’
patronage. Students now wield sticks
and extortion ledgers instead of
books, and even fellow students’
blood stains the campus grounds
(20).”

The new Indian Express reported in
its 15t September issue that at least 49
teachers belonging to minority com-
munities were forced to resign in
Bangladesh after the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina-led government on
August 5, according to a minority
organization, the Bangladesh
Chhatra Oikya Parishad, in the vio-
lence-hit nation. According to the
organization, religious and ethnic
minorities have also faced attacks,
looting, assault on women, vandal-
ism of temples, arson attacks on
homes and businesses, and killings
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during this period (21).

Destroying the Lives of Thousands
of Innocent Young Students

Even after taking the oath as head of
the government Muhammad Yunus
continues his vengeance to remove his
perceived enemies from the scene. In
the absence of his political background
and grassroots support in the country,
Muhammad Yunus resorted to utilizing
his money, conspiracy, PR propaganda,
and most importantly, atonement at an
unimaginable proportion. This atrocity
did not spare even the young and prom-
ising future generation, who are sup-
posed to be the future of Bangladesh.
The victims all belonged to his per-
ceived enemy, Bangladesh Chhatra
League or BAL. Among thousands of
cases, the following example will show
the extent of atrocities and injustice by
the interim government: (i) During the
months of August 2024 to October 86
physicians and 136 medical students
had been punished (22). (ii) Since the
interim government took auth on 8 Au-
gust 2024 to 19 March 2025, 9 teachers
and 400 students of Dhaka, Jahang-
irnagar, and Chittagong University had
been expelled (23). (iii) Chhatra League
president Khalilur Rahman and 29 oth-
er students had been expelled from
Shahjalal Science and Technology Uni-
versity (24, 25). (iv) 71 students of
Rangpur Begum Rokeya University had
been expelled for life, 33 had been ex-
pelled for 2 semesters, and 23 students
had been expelled for 1 semester (26).
(v) 8 students of BUET had been ex-
pelled and 33 others had been punished
with different durations (27). (vi) On
another occasion, 84 students of Chitta-
gong University had been expelled from
the University (28)

Conclusions

Historically student population of
Bangladesh is very conscious politically,
and in every crisis moment of the coun-
try this force had come forward to the
rescue, often in exchange for their lives.
Bangladesh Chhatra Leage been the
vanguard against all form of injustice,
misinformation, false propaganda and
atrocities, since its inception on 4 Janu-
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ary 1948. Since Yunus and his
advisors occupied the counties
throne by conspiracy, this gov-
ernment’s entire force and
atrocities are directed towards
Chhatra Leage. That was the
reason interim government
banned the activities of
Chhatra at the earliest oppor-
tunity (30). Taking the ad-
vantage of current situation,
Yunus and his accomplices re-
sorted to eliminate Chhatra
League with an objective of
consolidating their power and
lengthen the unconstitutional
rule. We expect that this crisis
will soon be over, and the peo-
ple and the country will be res-
cued from this puppet govern-
ment. However, in this episode
the Interim Government has
done irreparable damage to the
education sector of the country.
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A TROUBLING SITUATION HAS
RECENTLY COME TO LIGHT AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA

Author wishes to remain anonymous

A troubling situation has recently come to light at the Uni-
versity of Dhaka. Many teachers are reportedly facing seri-
ous harassment and threats. During the time of the so-called
"illegal Yunus government," there have been allegations of
political revenge, pressure from the administration, public
shaming, and even death threats against faculty members.

One of the most serious allegations comes from teachers
who were serving as chairpersons and directors of various
departments and institutes. They claim that after refusing to
resign from their positions, groups of so-called student at-
tackers came to their homes on Fuller Road. These attack-
ers surrounded the houses, threw bricks and stones at the
windows, and created an atmosphere of fear. They chanted
slogans such as “supporter of dictatorship,” “agent of fas-
cism,” and “puppet of Hasina.” Banners with the teachers'
photos were hung outside their homes, and they received
anonymous phone calls threatening to kill them if they did
not step down. This is not an isolated incident. Reports say
that at least 99 teachers have been barred from participating
in academic or administrative work at the university.
According to reports about actions taken by the university
administration, 35 teachers have been suspended. These
suspensions are based on accusations such as being labeled
fascist agents, supporters of student movements, or facing
false charges of sexual harassment, financial misconduct,
or misbehavior with students. In addition, 10 teachers have
had murder cases filed against them. Five teachers were
sued over an incident that happened during Pohela Boi-
shakh celebrations at the Faculty of Fine Arts. Several oth-
ers have had general diary (GD) complaints lodged against
them at various police stations. The harassment goes be-
yond legal actions. These teachers are also being publicly
humiliated through false news stories in national and online
newspapers and on social media. Posters and banners with
their names and photos have been put up around campus
with insulting messages. False information continues to
spread, and some teacher leaders have even received threats
that their salaries will be stopped.
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Editor's Note

We are pleased to present to our esteemed readers the fourth issue of the Spotlight. This issue focuses on the dire state of educa-
tion and its far-reaching impact during the interim government following the change of government through the use of militant
force on 5 August 2024.

Education is the backbone of the nation. We have been hearing and believing this since childhood. Since the unconstitutional
change of government on 5th August 2024 in Bangladesh, extreme anarchy has been created in the education sector by encour-
aging mobocracy among the unruly students and non-students. Hundreds of schools and colleges have been vandalized, teachers
have been humiliated and dismissed from their workplaces, and countless experienced teachers, starting from university vice-
chancellors, have been dismissed or harassed in various ways, creating a terrible situation that is crushing the backbone of the
nation.

In the 54-year history of Bangladesh, such a disaster has never been seen in the field of education. Like all Bengali-speaking peo-
ple around the world, we are shocked and concerned. We strongly demand an immediate end to this anarchy in the education
sector of Bangladesh.
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THE SPOTLIGHT Editorial Policy:

*Ensure that all reporting in THE SPOTLIGHT is accurate and

not misleading or false. If errors arise, they will be corrected
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way that is likely to cause significant offense to people.

*We encourage debate around current issues, however, we
do not encourage or condone illegal activity.

*Authors must be cautious not to defame any individual,
group or organisation.

*We value truthfulness, honest opinion (based on stated
facts), and Public interest.

* Contributors may have their content published anonymously
or by using a fake name (but the true name is disclosed to the
editors) in situations where the publication of their name may
cause personal harm.

*All articles and other submissions should be grammar-
checked and submitted in Microsoft Word (.docs) or pure text
(txt) format. Pictures and diagrams should be separately at- -
tached. For reference, APA or, in case of a technical article, FAHID LASSAN "l
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oViews expressed in their articles are the authors’
own
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Conclusions

By analyzing and identifying the perpetrators
and victims under Yunis Government, one can
easily draw an inference. The perpetrators
mostly belong to the Antidiscrimination Stu-
dent Movement who now formed a political
party under the auspices of Dr Yunus, Bangla-
desh Jamat e Islami, their student wing Chhatra
Shibir, other Islamic fundamentalist organiza-
tions and their militant groups and Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), their student wing,
“Chhatra Dal” and many different sub-
organizations. The victims, on the other hand,
mostly belong to Awami League Leaders, their
activists, supporters, relatives, secular-minded
public, intellectuals, and of course, numerous
business owners, who are victims of the same
perpetrators for refusing to pay ransom and
extorsion money. Thus, it can be easily con-
cluded that these crimes are orchestrated, sys-
tematic, and meticulously designed by the In-
terim Government and their associates to ter-
rorize their opponents, particularly BAL and its
supporters. Support to this notion also comes
from the continued and similar patterns of vio-
lence and atrocities even after 8 months of the
Interim Government.

The most important fear of public is that it
might take a hack of blood and effort to get rid
of Yunus and the consequences would be the
continued human rights violations and suffer-
ing of public. He is a money, power, and fame-
hungry individual as shown by his illegal occu-
pation of the director position of Grameen
Bank beyond the age of 65 defying laws of the
land. He knows what is behind all his power,
fame and name, i.e, his business empire, and its
proceeds to maintain worldwide PR and propa-
ganda and donating to trusts and organizations
linked to powerful individuals throughout the
world. In fact, the present dire situation of the
country is largely stem from his desire to ex-
pand his business empire in Bangladesh and his
frustration that arises during the last AL Gov-
ernment in connection of expanding his busi-
nesses. It took his years of systematic, well-
designed and meticulous plot in collaboration
with his local and foreign associates to remove
his perceived enemy, the Bangladesh Awami
Leage and Sheikh Hasina, from power.

Dr Yunus must never be taken lightly. Many
people think of him as the greatest Guru or
master of Public Relation (PR) industry. The
most conspicuous example is, as all conscious
Bangladeshi’s know, there only a few poor
individuals who benefitted by taking loan from
Yunus’s Grameen Bank. Most of them are
bankrupt, beggars on the street by paying high
interest to Grameen Bank, and many commit-
ted suicides. However, his PR propaganda
throughout the world was so meticulously con-
ducted that he ended up owning not only the
twisted Nobel prize (twisted because the prize
was not on economics but on peace category)

(Part 4 Last Part)

A Report of the GCDG Research Wing

Continued from Part 3 (Volume 1 Issue 3)

but also numerous other prizes throughout
the world, the latter by using the fame of
owning the Nobel. He was able to turn it into
a chain reaction, the power of PR. Now, we
are painfully aware of what kind of peace he
is establishing in his own country. We now
see that he has already recruited and
groomed thousands of people to portrait him
as the rescuer of Bangladesh, the social and
many forms of media are flooded with mes-
sages, like, ““Yunus should stay in power for
the rest of his life”, “we must not lose
Yunus,” “Yunus arrived as an angel to save
the country” and so on. Some of his collabo-
rators even take part in hunger strikes to
extend his rule (67). Yunus’s propaganda
war is so intense and widespread that even
his international cronies are engaging in it,
e.g., Hillary Clinton (68).

It is very urgent to realize by all stakeholders
the Interim Govt.’s systematic and all out
attempt to suppress Bangladesh Awami
Leage and pro-liberation forces and their
supporters at home and abroad through es-
tablishing unprecedented reign of terror in
the country. The human rights violations
happening in the country are stemming from
this systemic and organized terrorism to
fulfill Dr Yunus’ s inherent lust for power
and expanding his business empire.

Under this dismal background, what would
then be the way forward to rescue the coun-
try from the grip of these unelected, anti-
liberation, self-centered forces? The obvious
short answer is to defeat these forces by
realizing a free, fair, and inclusive election
and establishing an elected pro-
independence, pro-people, secular forces in
power. However, if Dr Yunus or his associ-
ate forces were in power, this would remain
just as a vision and would be extremely diffi-
cult to achieve. This will require similar
systematic, organized and meticulous design,
and involvement of all pro-liberation and
secular forces with short term and long-term
goals and objectives to cut through the lies
and PR propaganda of Yunus and speak in
volume to combat human rights violation,
atrocities, spread of terror, extortion and
expansion of his business empire and above
all steps he is taking against the country’s
sovereignty and integrity. It is beyond the
scope of this article to list or discuss the
objectives, methodologies and roadmap to
achieve the goal.
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WORLD MEDIA WATCH

Commentary by Manirol Iclam

Bangladesh: Review Laws and Protect Human
Rights Standards

Imeim Goveenament's Atbnsary Targeting of Fermes Raling Party Supporters Fails Actoustability

HRW PRESS RELEASE ON BANGLADESH

On May 21, 2025 Human Rights Watch (HRW) issued a news re-
lease raising concern on the deteriorating Human Rights situation in
Bangladesh. HRW said ‘recent legislative initiatives by Bangladesh’s
interim government risk undermining fundamental freedoms.... In-
stead of pursuing its pledge to reform the criminal justice system
and bring accountability for serious abuses, the government, led by
Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, is attempting to suppress the
rights of supporters of the deposed leader, Sheikh Hasina, and the
Awami League party.... The interim government has prohibited “all
activities including any kind of publication, media, online and social
media, any kind of campaign, procession, meeting, gathering, con-
ference, etc. by Bangladesh Awami League,” curtailing supporters’
freedom of speech and association. The Awami League, which has
been active since before independence, has a wide base of support-
ers. After the suspension was announced, the Election Commis-
sion stripped the Awami League of its registration.’

On draft legislation to address enforced disappearances HRW
opined that it did not not meet international standards and scarcely
addresses accountability for past crimes. While talking about other
aspects of the law HRW found it problematic in defining command or
superior responsibility which fails to distinguish between military and
civilian commanders. This provision has been inconsistent with the
Rome Statute.

While mentioning about past crimes like enforced disappearances,
the report of HRW remains focused only to the past 15 years of
Awami League rule, not including the time of two terms of BNP rule
and the governments of the past military Juntas. This is the main
weakness of the report.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/05/21/bangladesh-review-
laws-and-protect-human-rights-standards#:~:text=To%
20build%20a%20foundation%20for,crimes%20based%
200n%20credible%20evidence.
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'Frustrated, Yunus hints at quitting'

Say Nahid, other sources

The Baily Star

Frustrated over recent developments, Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad

Yunus is considering stepping down, said sources familiar with what
went down at the Chief Adviser's Office and Jamuna vesterday.

RESIGNATION RUMOUR OF Dr. YUNUS: WAS
IT REAL OR STAGED

On May 23, 2025, the leading English daily of
Bangladesh ‘The Daily Star’ published a

news quoting Nahid Islam, the Chief of the newly
formed political party National Citizen Party
(NCP),

Frustrated over recent developments, Chief Ad-
viser Prof Muhammad Yunus is considering step-
ping down, said sources familiar with what went
down at the Chief Adviser's Office and Jamuna
yesterday.

This news promptly took the social media by
storm swirling wild range of news, views and
sarcasm. After breaking the news to public,
heavyweight NCP leader Nahid rushed to Jamu-
na along with Information Adviser Mahfuj Alam,
Local Government Adviser Asif Mahmud Shojib
Bhuyain to persuade Dr. Yunus to retract his
‘hasty’ decision. Finally, when Dr. Yunus relented
to the torrents of request topped up by a pas-
sionately written long letter of Mahfuz Anam,
loaded with flowery compliments and unhinged
emotion, published in his newspaper next day,
netizens gravitated to a consensus - it was a
meticulously staged drama to evoke deluge of
national sympathy and support to embolden the
spirit of Dr. Yunus. If the ‘drama theory’ is correct
It is certainly a desperate and cunning attempt
of Dr. Yunus to rebuff three demands of General
Waker highlighted in his speech at the Officers
‘Darbar Hall’ meeting held at Dhaka Cant. on
May 21, 2025 - NO to the ‘BLOODY CORRIDOR’,
NO to the ‘MOB LYNCHING’ and ‘ELECTION
MUST BE HELD BY DECEMBER'. To be fearful of
these demands is to deny the most popular aspi-
ration of the nation, now.

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/
news/frustrated-yunus-hints-quitting-3901271
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3R (T 203¢, ISR Bangladesh: What does the ban of Sheikh
e Hasina's party mean?

Arafatul Islam

05/12/2025May 12, 2025

Bangladesh's interim government has used an anti-terror law to freeze all activities of the
Awami League, the party of ousted leader Sheikh Hasina. Is there a way for the country's
oldest party to remain in play?
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The Daily Star

EXPLAINER
Sports  Business  Entertainment  Life & Living  Youth  Tech & Startup ~ Multir Features | Politics
Why the future of
.
Polls should be held by December uangaceataUhammnd
Yunus administration is
Says army chief in Officers’ Address, touches on corridor, port and other issues uncertain

Political discord over when to hold
elections and growing tensions with the
armed forces have left the interim
government hamstrung, observers say.

@he Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness
Bangladesh's former ruling
party slams government
decision to ban all its

Chief of Army Staff General Waker-Uz-Zaman yesterday said the acthltleS
national election should be held by December this year, according to  Bangladesh’s former ruling party has accused the interim
three sources with direct knowledge of his remarks made at a high- ~9overnment of *stoking division™ and trampling on *democratic

. norms” by banning all of its activities
level gathering in Dhaka cantonment. May 11, Zmy d
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Latiful Kabir

GEN Z RISING: Why Your
Voice Matters in Defending
Democracy

By GCDG Editorial Team | Spotlight Youth
Feature

We are Generation Z. We were born in the age of Wi-Fi and
raised through screens. But what many forget is that we are
also growing up in an era of fragile democracies, disinfor-
mation wars, and human rights under siege. And if we’re
not paying attention, we might lose the very freedoms we
took for granted.

In Bangladesh, recent developments—from unelected gov-
ernments making war-ready decisions to state-backed sup-
pression of protests—remind us just how quickly democra-
cy can slip away. You may not remember the early days of
our liberation war, but you live the consequences of that
history every day. The right to speak, question, dissent, and
vote—that didn’t come easy. It never does.

So, what does this have to do with you?

Everything.

You are the most connected generation in human history.
You don’t just consume content—you create it. You mobi-
lize. You challenge. And most importantly, you imagine
better futures. That power is what authoritarian systems fear

most. That's why they want you disengaged. Distracted.
Divided.

But here’s the truth: apathy is not rebellion—it’s surrender.
Silence in the face of injustice is not neutrality—it’s com-
pliance. Whether it's about surveillance, censorship, climate
injustice, or corruption—if it affects the people, it affects
you.

S So what can you do?

Learn your history—
not the edited one, but
the real one. Ask your
parents, your grand-
parents, your teachers
what freedom costs.
Speak up—online,
offline, wherever your
|| voice carries.
| Organize—start a
campus group, a digi-
tal campaign, or a lo-
bat cal conversation. You
don’t need permission to care.
Question power—because real patriotism isn’t blind loyal-
ty; it’s the courage to hold your nation accountable.

The Global Centre for Democratic Governance (GCDGQG)
believes in your voice. That’s why we’re creating space for
Gen Z voices in governance, justice, and Bangladesh's fu-
ture.

So let this be your reminder: you are not too young, not too
powerless, not too late. You are the frontline of democracy.
Now rise.
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