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Introduction

Shrines are burning, and religious extremism is rising

In the wake of the political upheaval on August 5, 2024, Bangladesh has witnessed an alarming rise in
religious violence that extends beyond minority persecution. While Hindu, Christian, Ahmadiyya, and
indigenous communities have faced documented violence and repression, widespread attacks have
also targeted sacred sites within the majority Muslim community, specifically Sufi shrines, dargahs,
and pilgrimage centers deeply rooted in Bengali spiritual and cultural tradition.

These assaults, marked by vandalism, arson, and looting, are seen by many as direct attacks on the
fabric of Bengali culture and religious harmony. Analyses of these incidents reveal a disturbing trend:
most attacks are perpetrated by hardline religious mobs invoking monotheistic purity, attempting to
legitimize their violence in the name of Islam. Despite the growing frequency and scale of these events,
the interim government has yet to take substantive action to halt the violence or bring perpetrators to
justice.

For centuries, Bangladesh has been a land of religious coexistence, where Muslims, Hindus,
Christians, Buddhists, and other faiths have coexisted in mutual respect. The Sufi tradition in particular
has played a vital role in shaping the country’s spiritual and cultural landscape. However, that long-
standing tradition is now under threat.

Since August 2024, attacks on over 100 Sufi shrines and sacred sites have occurred with chilling
regularity across the country. In many cases, the attackers, armed with local weapons, have carried out
acts of destruction in broad daylight, sometimes even in the presence of law enforcement officers, who
have been widely criticized for their inaction.

Such acts of religious desecration are not isolated cases. They reflect a broader campaign to erase the
syncretic spiritual identity of Bangladesh. These shrines, often built around the graves of Sufi saints
and revered preachers, have long been pilgrimage destinations for people of all backgrounds seeking
peace, healing, and divine blessings.

The ongoing attacks are being interpreted by many as part of a deeper cultural assault, an attempt by
extremist groups to supplant the country’s diverse and tolerant religious traditions with a narrow,
militant, and imported ideology. The symbolic destruction of shrines and the simultaneous targeting
of markets and cultural spaces suggest a coordinated strategy to impose a more radical socio-religious
order.

What is perhaps most troubling is the silence or failure of the state. The lack of decisive action from
the interim government has emboldened extremists and left the general public gripped by fear and
uncertainty. Many now believe that unless the state decisively intervenes, Bangladesh risks becoming
a fertile ground for Taliban-style fanaticism.

In a nation founded on pluralism and cultural resilience, this wave of extremism poses an existential
threat. The urgent need of the moment is that civil society, law enforcement, and spiritual leaders must
come together to resist the violence before the damage to Bangladesh’s soul becomes irreversible.
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Shrines vandalized across the country

WU TN N WA PZ I Since the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led Bangladesh Awami League government

on 5 August 2024, there have been attacks, looting, and arson on Sufi-influenced Islamic religious
sites or shrines of saints and mosques and homes of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community across the

country. A radical Islamic group is mainly involved in these attacks.

On Monday, 5 August 2024, many shrines were also attacked and bulldozed. In some places, devotees
were publicly humiliated. On this day, the Ashrafnagar Darbar Sharif, established by Syed Ashraf Ali
Chandpuri in Laksam, Comilla, was vandalized and set on fire. The first attack was to beat up the
shrine's devotees. On the same day, in addition to the attacks and looting of the Kappa Pagla shrine,
khangah houses, caravan houses, and ziarat houses in Narsingdi, the homes of the shrine’s keepers and
devotees' families were also attacked and looted. Fundamentalists vandalized, looted, and set fire to
the shrines of Bairam Shah in Dhaka, Garib Shah in Jessore, Dewan Sharif Khan in Narsingdi, Syed
Reza Shah Chishti, also known as Shah Bhala, in Chuadanga, and Malek Darvesh's shrine in Laksam,
Comilla (2).
g, . o

e

The traditional shrine of Dewan Sharif Khan in Palash, Narsingdi, was attacked and vandalized on August 5, 2024

Threats have also been made to burn down the homes of Malek Darvesh's family members. The Dargah

Shrine of Palash in Narsingdi, the Bigchan Ali Sureshwari Shrine in Raipura, the Akkel Ali Shah

. [ The Burning of Shrines:
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Shrine in Manohardi, the Hanif Shah Shrine in Manohardi, the Hasen Ali Fakir Shrine, the Rawza
Sharif of Khwaja Baba Shah Sufi Abul Hasan Chishti in Khulna, the Waesia Darbar Sharif in Ghior in
Manikganj, the Nur Aisa Darbar Sharif in Mymensingh, the Hazrat Shah Badiuzzaman Munshi Shrine
in Boalkhali in Chittagong, the Bar Aulia Shrine in Chittagong, and the Ma Jatali Shrine of the Bangla
Academy in Dhaka were also attacked on 5 August (29). In addition, the Haider Ali Shah Shrine in
Hazaribagh in Dhaka (30), the Akbar Pagla Shrine in Narsingdi, the Alim Shah Chishti Shrine, and
the Ayez Pagla Shrine were also attacked on 5 August (31).

In addition to the attack on the shrines, mosques and homes of the Ahmadiyya community were
attacked in several places in the country. On this day, the Ahmadiyya mosque, Jamia (theological
school), and Jalsa Gah (annual conference ground) were attacked in Ahmadnagar, located in Sadar
Upazila of Panchagarh district. About 70 houses of the Ahmadiyya community were attacked. At least
20 people from the Ahmadiyya community were injured in this. Apart from Panchagarh, an

Ahmadiyya mosque in Taraganj, Rangpur district, was vandalized and set on fire, and a group of

madrasa students attacked a mosque of the Ahmadiyya community in the Madartek area of Dhaka (1).

Ahmadiyya community facilities vandalized and set on fire in Ahmadnagar, Panchagarh

The Burning of Shrines: 5 |
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The shrine of Syed Reza Shah Chishti (Shah Bhalai), located on the banks of the Mathabhanga River
in Koshaghata village of Damurhuda upazila of Chuadanga, is 350 years old. On August 5 and 6, 2024,
all the structures of this shrine were demolished and razed to the ground. Miscreants looted and

embezzled everything from the shrine (25).

(LTI NI 2 On 6 August 2024, the day after the fall of the Awami League government,

numerous shrines and Ahmadiyya mosques were looted, vandalized, and set on fire across Bangladesh.
On this day, mosques belonging to the Ahmadiyya community were attacked in Charaikhola Union of

Nilphamari district, Bamnail of Rajshahi, and Rangtia of Sherpur (1).

The shrine of Shamchu Pagla in Brahmanbaria was attacked for two consecutive days on 6 and 7

August 2024 (2). The attackers hit the shrine's keeper and a local UP member on the head and threw

them into a pond, seriously injuring them.

The demolished Darbar Sharif (shrine) of Hazrat Shah Sufi Meherullah Shah, alias Shah Bhala

The 300-year-old Darbar Sharif of Hazrat Shah Sufi Meherullah Shah, located on the banks of the
Mathabhanga River in Chuadanga district, was also attacked for two days on 6 and 7 August 2024,
destroying all the structures there, and even the graves were vandalized. Khadem and devotees have

complained that they are being threatened for not going to Darbar Sharif (25).

- [ The Burning of Shrines:
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I\ | 2 3 On 7 August 2024, extremist fundamentalists attacked the shrine of Hazrat Syed
Kalu Shah Abdal (RA) in Jhikira, Ullapara Upazila, Sirajganj district. Along with vandalism, they
looted money, various religious items, and furniture from the donation box. After the vandalism and

looting, they set fire to it and exploded several bombs.

On 7 August, a group of extremists attacked and demolished the Qutubuddin Shah shrine in Qutubpur
Union, Chuadanga district (31).

IBWEUTO NI (22 B On 11 August 2024, the shrine of Hazrat Shah Badiuzzaman Munshi (RA) was

set on fire in Kadurkhali, Boalkhali, Chittagong. Locals claim that the shrine was set on fire that

morning (32).

RNt B ]| 27 2 The shrine of Shahjahan Pagla in Poaibari, Dwebidar Upazila, Comilla, was
bulldozed on 16 August 2024 (77).

Video of a bulldozer demolishing Shahjahan Pagla's shrine in Dwebidar, Comilla

The Burning of Shrines: 4
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RPN ]| vZ e The 700-year-old shrine of Aynal Shah was demolished on 25 August 2024.
The shrine, located in Khan Bari, Sanamandi Union, Sonargaon Upazila, Narayanganj, was

demolished by religious leaders and ulama. During this, a clash between the attackers and the devotees

of the shrine arose (33).

2
.

Video of the demolition of Aynal Shah's shrine in Sonargaon

LU ] P2 H On 29 August 2024, radical miscreants led by the imam of the mosque

vandalized the shrine of Ali Pagla in Mansurnagar Union, Kazipur Upazila, Sirajganj district. The

attackers vandalized the shrine and started kicking the grave (22).

Video of attack and vandalism on Ali Pagla's shrine in Kazipur, Sirajganj

5 I The Burning of Shrines:
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RINTS Gl (P2 3l On the afternoon of 3 September 2024, several thousand madrasa students

and clerics attacked and vandalized the shrine of Ismail Pagla in Haripur village of Kalia Haripur union

of Sirajganj Sadar upazila. Along with the shrine, they also demolished the grave. The attackers looted
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Vandalism and looting of Ismail Pagla's shrine in Kalia Haripur Union, Sirajganj Sadar

(NSNS I pZ B On 6 September 2024, two attacks, vandalism, looting, and arson were

carried out at Babe Jannat Dewanbagh Sharif in Madanpur area of Narayanganj Bandar Upazila. 4
people were injured in this (12). Some anti-mazar intruders entered Dewanbagh Sharif and first
vandalized the shrine. When some locals resisted, they were beaten up and vandalized various

structures before setting them on fire (13).

Attack, vandalism, and fire at Dewanbagh Sharif in the Madanpur area of Bandar, Narayanganj

The Burning of Shrines: 6 [
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LN L@ I 27 On 8 September 2024, an attack was carried out at Babe Barkat Dewanbagh

Sharif in Gopalpur, Amirabari Union, Trishal Upazila, Mymensingh district, with prior announcement
on Facebook, ignoring the police and other law enforcement authorities (14). Syed Mehedi Hasan,

Coordinator of the Media Cell of Dewanbagh Sharif, told Prothom Alo, ‘Local fundamentalists carried

out the attack. 120 of us were 1nJured in brickbats (15).

Attempted attack and vandalism at Dewanbagh Pir's court in Trishal, Mymensingh, by 'announcing on Facebook'

DN L@ I )2 On September 9, 2024, anti-mazar madrasa students and clerics using

microphones vandalized, looted, and set fire to the Hazrat Baropir Gausul Azam Darbar Sharif in
Sialkol Union of Sirajganj Sadar Upazila. The attackers dug up 3 graves in the shrine and took away
the remains. They also looted cash from the donation box of the shrine. Although the incident was
reported to the police, the police did not take any immediate action and advised them to file a written

complaint (23).

Sirajganj shrine attacked, graves dug up, and the remains taken away

2 | The Burning of Shrines:
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On the same day, an angry mob demolished 8 shrines in Nangalkot Upazila of Comilla. The incident
took place in the villages of Hiajora in Hesakhal Union of the upazila and Chhota Fatepur, Tetoia, and
Khantachou in Moukra Union of the upazila. The shrines that were demolished on this day are - Yajora
Darbar Sharif (Hiajora Tipu Astana), Pir Golam Mohinuddin alias Tipu Astana (Dayal Abul Kashem
Shrine), Hiajora Gani Shah Shrine, Raushan Shah (Tetoia) Shrine, Baghmara Dewan Shah Shrine,
Fatehpur Petan Shah Shrine, Khantachou village shrine, and Khantachou Shah Jalal Shrine Sharif (34).
The attackers vandalized and looted the shrine and set it on fire. In addition, the miscreants vandalized
the shrine of Subedar Abdur Rahim, the shrine of Habildar Abul Kashem, the shrine of Abdul Jalil and
the graveyard of Nizam Uddin (35). The Udam Shah Shrine, Kerani Sahib's Shrine and Khankay

Dewanbagi Shrine in Nangalkot were also attacked (36).

(2

Shrine attacked and vandalized at Nangalkot, Comilla

The Burning of Shrines: g |
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Since the change of state power on August 5, 2024, shrines belonging to Sufi or Tariga communities
across the country were attacked, vandalized, and set on fire. Pak Panjatan Darbar Sharif, Tongi,

Gazipur condemned and expressed outrage over the unfortunate incidents (71).
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Protest rally in Tongi, Gazipur, against shrine vandalism

LIRS Lo g P Z M An 80-year-old shrine in Rupganj, Narayanganj, was demolished by a

mob, with prior announcement. The attackers demolished the shrine and mosque with an excavator.
Then they set fire to it. About 250 people took part in the demolition of the shrine (37). Law

enforcement authorities were silent.

Mosque and an 80-year-old shrine were demolished in Rupganj

5 [ The Burning of Shrines:
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On 10 September 2024, miscreants attacked the shrine of Hazrat Shah Paran (RA) in Sylhet (11) at

around 2 am. More than 40 people were injured in the clash that lasted for about 2.30 hours. In addition

to beating up the devotees present at the shrine, the attackers vandalized various structures (39).

Video of attacks, beatings on devotees and vandalism of various establishments at the shrine of Hazrat Shah Paran (RA) in Sylhet

The shrine of ATS M Khalilur Rahman Al Chishti Nizami in Rajshahi was also attacked on the same
day (31). On the same day, miscreants attacked, vandalized, arsonized, and looted the Manchuria

Khankah Sharif in the Saraipukur area of Darusar, Rajshahi city (40).

The Burning of Shrines: 10 [
Bangladesh’s Religious & Cultural Soul Under Attack —




G| DG

Global Center for
Democratic Governance

IBENTY LT gl I P2 On the night of September 11, 2024, the shrine and mosque of Alimuddin

Chishti were attacked in the Ponabho area of Bhulta Bazar in Rupganj Upazila of Narayanganj (2).

The shrine's custodians, imams, and devotees went missing in self-defense.

Attack and vandalism at the shrine of 'Buchai Pagla (R.)"in the Batulia area of Dhamrai upazila, Dhaka

On the same day, the shrine of Buchai Pagla (RA) in Batulia area of Dhamrai upazila of Dhaka was
also attacked and vandalized. According to the locals, activities were conducted in this shrine
according to Islamic Sharia. Local mosques and madrasas were run with the money donated by the
shrine, and helpless people were helped. Law enforcement agencies arrived after two hours of

vandalism. Earlier, the attackers demolished the main building of the shrine with excavators (9).

VALl pZ 3 On 12 September 2024, the Barkat Maa shrine in the Islampur area of

Dhamrai, Dhaka, was vandalized from the evening until late at night. Women mainly came to pray at

the shrine (41).

On the other hand, due to the fear of attacks, the Shah Arefin (RA) Astana has been banned from
playing songs in Tahirpur, Sunamganj. Regarding the ban on songs, Alam Sabbir, a member of the
Astana, said that there have been attacks on shrines and Astanas in different parts of the country

recently. There are various conversations in the area about Shah Arefin (RA) Astana. Some are making

1 | The Burning of Shrines:
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provocative speeches. For these reasons, the upazila administration has taken such a decision as a

precaution (42).

RIS S pZ B On 13 September 2024, the shrine of Shah Sufi Fasih Pagla, located in the

Porabari area of Gazipur, was attacked, vandalized, looted, and set on fire by a group of opponents of
the shrine, including teachers, students, and imams of various madrasas (7). Due to the vandalism of
the shrine, an orphanage run by donations received by the shrine is about to be closed. In addition,
when the shrine of Panch Pir in Gazipur was attacked, the attackers clashed with the followers of the

shrine, and some were injured (31).

Shah Sufi Fasih Pagla Baba's shrine vandalized and set on fire in the Porabari area of Gazipur

The Burning of Shrines: 15 [
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In addition, the shrine of Shah Sufi Chan Mia Fakir was vandalized by fundamentalists in the Nayapara
area of Joydebpur Police Station in Gazipur Sadar Upazila (44).

r ”
R/

Scan for Video

[ -

Video of the vandalism of the shrine of Shah Sufi Chan Mia Fakir in Joydebpur, Sadar Upazila, Gazipur

On the same day, a group of 18-20 people vandalized the shrine of Fakir Charu Miji Shah (R.) in
Laxminarayanpur area of Noakhali Municipality (20). The shrine is about 250 years old.

Miscreants demolish 250-year-old shrine in Noakhali

13 I The Burning of Shrines:
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On September 13, local miscreants vandalized and set fire to the shrine of Fakir Karim Shah alias
Arshed Pagla in Jajira in Shariatpur district and the Majidiya Darbar Sharif shrine (Shalu Shah shrine)
in Moktarchar union of Naria upazila. About 250-300 people participated in the attack (24).
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Arson and vandalism of the shrine of Fakir Karim Shah alias Arshed Pagla in Jajira, Shariatpur

In addition, the residence of a poet named Dipankar Saha in Shibchar of Madaripur was vandalized

and set on fire. The poet was also injured in this. A group of religious extremists carried out this attack

on September 13, 2024 (45).

Vandalism and arson at the residence of monk Kabiraj in Shibchar

The Burning of Shrines: 14 [
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The shrine of Shah Sufi Abdul Qayyum was demolished by miscreants in the Khadimpara area of
Sylhet Sadar. On 13 September 2024, a group of 10-12 people hit the shrine with hammers and

demolished it. The graves of the shrine were also broken (43).

"‘;.’F —~
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Shah Sufi Abdul Kalam's 'shrine' demolished in Sylhet

RSN LW P2 Ha On 14 September 2024, the shrine of Hazrat Shah Rahat Ali (RA) was

attacked and vandalized in Chaifullakandi of Bancharampur Upazila of Brahmanbaria (8). The

attackers beat and dragged a devotee of the shrine. This terrified the devotees of the shrine.

The office of Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus has warned that the interim government has "taken a
tough stance" to prevent attacks on shrines, religious and cultural installations in various parts of the

country.

Recently, there have been incidents of attacks on shrines and dargahs in different parts of the country.

In some places, people are gathering and attacking shrines with preparations and announcements.

The government officials have strongly condemned such incidents and have said that strict action will
be taken. But there has been no change in the situation. No visible legal action has been taken so far.
Law enforcement authorities were silent. In this incident, 46 citizens of the country have condemned

the recent attacks and vandalism on various shrines in the country and demanded justice (72).

= [ The Burning of Shrines:
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BRIl v B A very ancient shrine in Bhawal Mirzapur area of Gazipur district was

attacked on 15 September 2024. This shrine, known as the Karamdi Fakir's Shrine, was vandalized

and set on fire (31).

LRSS IpZ 3 On the day of Eid Miladunnabi, fundamentalists attacked shrine devotees

in several places across Bangladesh on 16 September 2024. Hundreds of leaders and activists of
Hefazat-e-Islami, Tarakanda Upazila branch, attacked followers of Rezvia Darbar Sharif (Netrokona)
with sticks and vandalized several vehicles carrying them at a place called Kodaldhar Bazar in
Tarakanda, Mymensingh, where they were celebrating Eid-e-Miladunnabi. At least five people were
injured in this incident. Locals said that all the injured were devotees and followers of Rezvia Darbar

Sharif (16).

\ “r-

Hefazat-e-Islam activists attack followers of Rezvia Darbar Sharif in Tarakanda, vandalized vehicles

In Kasba Upazila of Brahmanbaria, the procession organized by Ahl-e-Sunnat Wal Jamaat on the
occasion of Eid-e-Miladunnabi, like every year, was stopped by Hefazat-e-Islami. Clashes broke out

in several places, including Kadamtali in the city, in which about 20 people were injured (17).

In addition, Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islam and its affiliate organization, Islami Chhatra Shibir, have been
accused of attacking a procession celebrating Eid-e-Miladunnabi at the shrine of Hazrat Maizza Huzur

(RA) in Daganbhuiya Upazila of Feni district. About 20 people were also injured in this (18).

The Burning of Shrines: 16 [
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One devotee died in Kishoreganj clash over Eid-e-Miladunnabi procession

On the same day, at least 30 people were injured in an attack by the local Imam Ulama Parishad on an
Eid-e-Miladunnabi procession in the Chhaysuti area of Kishoreganj district. During this, the Chhaysuti
Jame Mosque and the shrine of Syed Abu Mohammad Manjurul Hamid (RA) were vandalized (19).

One devotee was killed in this attack.

P UNTS NSl »Z Hel The shrine of Qutub Hazrat Donka Shah (RA), located in the Mainar Point

alley in the Hossain Bakht Chattar area of Sunamganj Municipality, was attacked. The stairs and

donation box of the shrine were broken, and cash was also looted (46).
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Press conference on 30 April 2025 to protest the vandalism of Hazrat Dongka Shah's shrine
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p ARSIl oWwl P2 The Rajshahi district branch of Bangladesh Sammilit Sufi Parishad

formed a human chain in Rajshahi to highlight the seriousness of recent attacks on shrines across the
country, demanding strong measures such as the arrest and punishment of those responsible. The event
took place at Sahebbazar Zero Point at 4 pm on 21 September 2025, Saturday, drawing numerous

devotees of Sufi saints who demonstrated unity and concern during the hour-long program (87).
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Sammilit Sufi Parishad forms a human chain in Rajshahi demanding an end to attacks on shrines

PAINTE A1 I3 gpl | 7. HIl On 28 September 2024, the shrine of Shah Paran in Dadshi Singa village

of Rajbari Sadar Upazila was vandalized. A group of miscreants attacked the shrine at night (31).

The Burning of Shrines: 18 [
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PPN Sl Z e On 29 September 2024, Rashidiya Darbar Sharif in Charasadipur,

Kumarkhali, Kushtia was attacked, vandalized, and set on fire. In addition, the Darbar Sharif of
Khwaja Shah Sufi Dewan Abdur Rashid Al Chishti Nizami (RA) in Kalahata, Manikganj, and the

shrine and house of Sufi saint Kazi Afsar Uddin in Chakulia area of Bangaon Union, Savar were

attacked, vandalized, and set on fire on the same day (31).

Rashidiya Darbar Sharif, adjacent to Char Sadipur Market in Kumarkhali Upazila of Kushtia, was attacked, vandalized, and set on fire

RIINTS A9 L 12 gpl | 7. Bl Miscreants vandalized and set on fire Lalon Anandadham in Bhanga

Upazila of Faridpur. This incident took place on 30 September 2024 in Motra village of Kaulibera
Union of the upazila. Several valuable books and journals of Lalon Fakir, as well as various musical
instruments, were burned. The statue of Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was also vandalized. Before the

attack, a threat to attack Anandadham was made on social media Facebook on September 12 (47).

19 | The Burning of Shrines:
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Rashidiya Darbar Sharif, adjacent to Char Sadipur Market in Kumarkhali Upazila of Kushtia, was attacked, vandalized, and set on fire

In September, 12 incidents of attacks and arson on shrines took place in different parts of the country.
At least one person was killed in these incidents. With this information, the human rights organization
Manabadhikar Sanskriti Foundation (MSF) said that this is the first time that a shrine has been attacked
with prior declaration in Bangladesh. In many places, there have been multiple attacks, and shrines
have been demolished with bulldozers, which is an insult to religious sentiments.

The MSF report said that 12 incidents of attacks, vandalism, looting, and arson on shrines took place
in Dhaka, Sirajganj, Gazipur, Noakhali, Sylhet, Comilla, Chittagong, Narayanganj, Shariatpur, and
several other districts. In these incidents, one person was killed and 43 people were injured. However,
people associated with the shrines say that there have been more than 50 attacks on shrines, on small

and large scales.

MSF said that no arrests have been reported in the media so far in these incidents. The Manabadhikar

Sanskriti Foundation (MSF) believes that a shrine is not just a religious site, but a part of our culture.

The Burning of Shrines: 20 [
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context, the MSF report expresses hope that the Interim Government will take permanent

initiatives to preserve the heritage of the shrine (73).
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12 incidents of attacks and arson on shrines in September: MSF

LRI O AIPZ I After completing all the arrangements for the Urs of October 8, 2024, at
Bandarkhola in Shibchar, Madaripur, a group of people came and stopped it. Later, on October 23,

2024, permission was obtained from the district administration to organize the Urs again, but it was

stopped again due to fear of vandalism (2).

On the

same day, the shrine of Shah Mohammad Abdur Rahman Bhandari in Biska village of

Tarakanda upazila of Mymensingh district was attacked (31).
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LRl 2 HE On October 18, 2024, a group of religious fundamentalists declared a ban on

singing and playing in a village. This order was issued in Purba Anwarpur village of Balijuri union of

Tahirpur upazila of Sunamganj district (48).

AR Tagp |2 On 29 October 2024, the grave and khanka (shrine) of Aman Pagla were

vandalized in Charvelmari village of Nandail upazila of Mymensingh. The attackers also demolished

and razed the brick grave of Aman Pagla next to the khanka house (49).

The grave and khanka (shrine) of Aman Pagla were vandalized in Charvelmari village of Nandail upazila

SANOD LIS A% I The shrine of Haji Khwaja Shahbaz (RA) near Suhrawardy Udyan in Dhaka

was attacked, vandalized, and the donation box of the shrine was looted on 5 November 2024.
Thousands of people, including ulemas of the Islamic Mahasammelan Daawat and Tabligh, Madrasa

Qawmia, and Deen Hefazat, who had come to the Suhrawardy Udyan rally, attacked and vandalized
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the shrine. At that time, they entered the shrine and beat up the devotees. They entered the shrine

wearing shoes and broke the iron railings. They also took away three donation boxes (50).

LT

1

Attack, vandalism, and looting of the shrine of the late Haji Khwaja Shahbaz (RA) near Suhrawardy Udyan in Dhaka

IR UL @A PZHEY [n addition to the fundamentalists, the government's law enforcement

agencies have also forcibly stopped the activities of the shrine. On 6 November 2024, a group of
people came to the shrine of Yusuf Ali Fakir in Narsingdi, the day before the annual 7 November Urs,

and forced the organizers to stop the event (2).

PPN LTS A P2 A program called Lalon ‘Mahati Sadhusanga and Lalon Mela’ has been

closed in Narayanganj due to objections from Hefazat-e-Islam. Although it has been held regularly for
the past 10 years, this year, despite all the preparations, the district administration did not give
permission due to objections from Hefazat-e-Islam. After the fall of the Awami League government,
incidents of attacks on shrines, vandalism have increased, and the closure of traditional fairs is also

taking place in different parts of the country (81).
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A group of fundamentalist extremists demolished the shrine of Belal Pir in Kakua Char Pauli, Tangail.

They attacked the shrine on 22 November 2024 (51).
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Video of the destruction of the shrine of Belal Pir in Char Pauli, Kakua, Tangail

AR LD P2 On 23 November 2024, the Astana of Aminul Haque Pagla was attacked

and evicted in Shibpur, Dilapur, Narsingdi (31). The attackers also vandalized and looted.

PERNTNYS LIS A PZ Hl During the Sadhusanga meeting, radical fundamentalists attacked the

public pilgrimage site in Shyamkura Pardia, Monirampur, Jessore (31). They vandalized and looted

there.

AN LTo g 122 H A eroup of 400-500 people led by a madrasa teacher attacked, vandalized,
looted and set fire to the court of Khwaja Badruddoja alias Doja Pir (Murshidpur Pir's Court) in
Murshidpur, Sherpur Sadar Upazila. Thirteen people were injured in the clash when they tried to resist
the attackers (53).
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Fundamentalist groups vandalized, looted, and set fire to the Darbar Sharif of Khwaja Badruddoja Haider alias Doja Pir in Sherpur

AV L To @ 122 Il A croup of extremists carried out a planned attack on the Bayezid Bostami

shrine in Chittagong on 28 November 2024. They burned the main gate of the shrine, looted the

donation box, and also vandalized the shops nearby (54).

RV LIl | »ZH A group of miscreants vandalized the pandal of the Baul festival organized

at the Al Chishti shrine in Lochangar village of Tebaria union of Natore Sadar Upazila. Hossain

Kabiraj (55), the president of the shrine committee, said that some villagers had demanded 2 lakh taka

Miscreants vandalize the Baul festival pandal organized at Al Chishti Shrine in Natore Sadar Upazila
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LR EY LB W IP2<H On § January 2025, an attack was carried out in Mymensingh, disrupting the
Milad Mahfil, Doa, and Sama Qawwali ceremonies at the shrine of Hazrat Shah Sufi Syed Kalu Shah

(RA). Then, late at night, hundreds of madrasa students attacked again and demolished a part of the
200-year-old shrine (5). Although the shrine, located opposite the Kotwali Model Police Station in

Mymensingh Town, was attacked (6), no preventive measures were taken by the police.

3
|

<5 Scan for Videog

Video of the attack on a Qawwali ceremony at the shrine of Hazrat Shah Sufi Syed Kalu Shah (RA) in Mymensingh and the demolition of a part of the 200-year-old shrine

JUREY LBy I 2B On January 10, 2025, more than a hundred extremists attacked and destroyed

the shrine of Maulana Mujibur Rahman in Mirgarh Paschimpara area of Dhakmara Union No. 8 of

Panchagarh with spears, hammers, and iron rods (56).

Extremists attacked and destroyed the shrine of Maulana Mujibur Rahman in Panchagarh
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VAR EVLEI W' I PH The administration has closed the 75-year-old Faila Pagla Mela in Tangail

Sakhipur. On January 12, 2025, the upazila administration and the joint forces set a 15-minute time
limit for traders and visitors to leave the fair. It is worth noting that on January 17, 2003, the banned
militant organization Jama’atul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) exploded a bomb at this fair, killing 8
people, including the shrine's keeper (57).

On the same day, the upazila administration ordered the closure of the 755th annual Urs of the shrine
of Hazrat Shah Syed Abdul Aziz Bogdadi (RA) in Ishwarganj, Mymensingh. It is learnt that the

administration ordered the closure of Urs in view of the demand of Ittefaqul Ulama (58).

On the night of January 12, miscreants launched a sudden attack at the Chandraprabha shrine in
Rajshahi. The attackers destroyed several graves and memorials. Ten people were seriously injured in

the attack (54).

pRIEV VBT (P11 Religious fundamentalists demolished the shrine of Rasulpur Kheta Shah in

Karimpur Union of Narsingdi. It is learnt that on January 23, 2025, a group of people attacked the

shrine and vandalized and looted it (59).

Kheta Shah's shrine at Karimpur Union, Narsingdi was demolished
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On the same day, the shrine of Shukur Ali Shah Fakir in Arjun Nalai village of Gangutia Union in
Dhamrai, Dhaka, was also attacked and demolished. Along with the shrine, a house was vandalized,
and some parts of the tin fences on both sides of another house were demolished. After this incident,
Shukur Ali's two sons left their homes with their wives and children due to insecurity. It is reported
that leaders and activists of Dhamrai Ulama Parishad, Imam Parishad, madrasa teachers and students,

and some locals were involved in the attack (60).
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Miscreants vandalize the shrine of Shukur Ali Shah Fakir in Dhamrai Upazila of Dhaka

The World Sufi Organization has claimed that 80 shrines and shrines have been attacked, vandalized,
looted, and set on fire in the country in the last 6 months. The leaders of the organization say that a
judicial investigation commission should be formed to find out those involved in these incidents and

take action.

On January 18, 2025, the press wing of the chief advisor to the interim government reported that 44
attacks had occurred on 40 shrines, Sufi burial grounds, and shrines in the country since August 4.
During these attacks, the police have received allegations of vandalism, attacks on devotees, looting
of shrine assets, and setting fire. The interim government has adopted a zero-tolerance policy against
any attack on shrines. All police units have been instructed to strictly investigate the cases and arrest

those involved in the attacks. No visible action has been taken yet.
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Press conference of the World Sufi Organization

At a press conference of the World Sufi Organization, the organization's executive member, Hasan
Shah Dipu Noori, said, "Even after the press conference of the chief advisor's press wing, there have
been attacks on shrines and darbars. Various events have been disrupted. Those concerned are delaying

taking legal action in many incidents (74)."

pZ M EV LBV o' 1S On 24 January 2025, the shrine of Shah Sufi Hazrat Hagsab Shah (Haq Pagla)
in Darinabipur village of Narsingdi district, the shrine of Shah Sufi Hazrat Fazlu Shah in

Kalaigobindpur village, the shrine of Mohammad Ali Munshi in Champaknagar village, the residence
of Shah Sufi Hazrat Ayub Ali Shah in Srinagar village, and the shrine of Hanif Shah in Khotmora

village of Monohardi upazila were attacked and vandalized (31).

RIIME) BV I )AH A human chain has been formed in Narsingdi demanding justice for those

involved in the attacks, looting, and vandalism on Sufi shrines and akhras. Devotees of various shrines,
shrines, and akhras formed the human chain in front of the Narsingdi Press Club on Thursday

afternoon, on 30 January 2025.

The Narsingdi District Branch of the World Sufi Organization organized the human chain. More than

a hundred devotees of shrines and akhras of six upazilas of Narsingdi district participated in the hour-
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long human chain. They strongly condemned and protested these incidents. They demanded that those
involved in the attacks on various shrines in Palash, Raipura, Shibpur, and Monohardi of Narsingdi be

identified and brought to justice (75).
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Demand for justice for those involved in the attack and vandalism of a shrine in Narsingdi

LU OB g 1P HI A oroup of miscreants demolished and destroyed the shrine of Jaber Pagla in

the Mazukhan area of Mouchak Union of Gazipur. They attacked the shrine on 8 February 2025 and

caused extensive vandalism and looting (61).

Scan for Video

Video of Islamic fundamentalists destroying Jaber Pagla's shrine

LB Y041 o '] I )HI On the afternoon of 9 February 2025, the Pir Sahib of Herabon Pak Darbar

Sharif in Sreepur, Gazipur, was beaten up and handed over to the police (31). The shrine was also

attacked at this time.

The Burning of Shrines: 30 [
Bangladesh’s Religious & Cultural Soul Under Attack [_,N




G| DG

Global Center for
Democratic Governance

VA YNt o IV [ alon Sangha has postponed the Lalon Memorial Festival program in

Madhupur, Tangail, in the face of resistance from Hefazat-e-Islam and Ulama Parishad Modhupur
Branch. The Lalon Memorial Festival was scheduled to be held at Madhupur bus stand at 8§ pm on 12
February 2025. The convener of the event celebration committee, Md. Sabuj Mia wrote in a status on
social media Facebook that the event could not be held due to the resistance imposed by Hefazat-e-

Islam and Ulama Parishad Madhupur branch (62).

IVA YY) gt o'W 171 On 17 February 2025, a group of miscreants attacked and vandalized a shrine

named Ghasipur Darbar Sharif in Ghasipur village, Noakhal union, Chatkhil upazila, Noakhali district
(3). On the same day, the shrine of Madhu Darvesh in Chatkhil was demolished (31).

LAY g1tV (PA 1 The shrine of Syed Muhammad Shayar Muhammad Shah Al Qaderi Al
Chishti in Pekua, Cox's Bazar, was attacked and vandalized during the Urs on 19 February 2025 (31).

IR YOG E 0 | PHI Despite prior reports of tense conditions, the shrine and Urs pandal of Shah
Sufi Ayub Ali Darvesh in Kaladrap Union of Sadar Upazila of Noakhali district were vandalized on
20 February 2025 in the presence of police and army (3). Several people were also injured in the attack.

Two shrines were vandalized in Noakhali within a span of four days.

The same day, the Dargah shrine in Comilla was also attacked and vandalized (54).
A -

A shrine was attacked, the main building and the pandal were vandalized during the annual Urs festival in Noakhali in the presence of police and army
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p AR NS JaiE1a ]I VA In Singair, Manikganj, an attack led by a local leader of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) and along with police obstruction, disrupted the annual Urs Mahfil of Baul
Emperor Abdur Rashid Boyati at Azimpur Fakir Maula Darbar Sharif. A group of extremists led by
Mahbubur Rahman Mithu, General Secretary of Singair Upazila BNP, suddenly attacked the Sadhu
Fair on 21 February 2025, injuring 4 Sadhu Sanyasi (4). Instead of arresting the attackers, the police

took Rashid Sarkar's wife and family members to the police station.

The Sadhu Mela of Azimpur Fakir Maula Darbar Sharif has been disrupted by the obstruction of local BNP leaders and police in Singair, Manikganj

1B U DIt o IVAH [n Dinajpur's Ghoraghat Upazila, a shrine was attacked, vandalized, and set

on fire during the preparations for the three-day Urs festival called Rahim Shah Baba Bhandari Mazar.

This shrine is located at Gucchugram, Singra union. The vandalism and arson took place on the
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afternoon of 28 February 2025 after a violent demonstration, armed with sticks, by Sirate Mustakim

Parishad (63).

Scan for Video

Arson after vandalism of various shrine structures in Ghoraghat Upazila of Dinajpur

RV EVQJ WA PAHE On the night of 3 March 2025, people under the banner of ‘Tawhidi Janata’
attacked the shrine of Hazrat Shah Newaz Fakir (Langta Pagla) in Kendua, Netrokona. The attack took

place during preparations for the 64-year-old Urs festival. The attackers broke the arch, pandals, and
lighting (64).

Scan for Video
‘g 8

Attack on the shrine of Hazrat Shah Nawaz Fakir (Langta Pagla) under the banner of "Tawheedi Janata' in Kendua, Netrakona
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A clash broke out between the two sides over the ban on music and dancing at
the fair on the occasion of the Urs festival of Shibpasha Abdul Hekim Shah Mazar in Ajmiriganj
Upazila of Habiganj. It is learned that music was organized at the fair on the occasion of the Urs of
Shibpasha Abdul Hekim Shah Shrine. On Friday (March 7), a protest march was taken out by the
religious leaders demanding a ban on music (65). Later, they clashed with the shrine committee.

Several people were also injured in this.

LRV BV WA IR A croup of miscreants attacked the shrine of Shah Sufi Reza Sarwar Rajaji (RA)
located in the Kalni area of Daudpur Union of Rupganj Upazila of Narayanganj district on March 8,

2025. They vandalized, looted, and set the shrine on fire (10). The attackers attacked twice before and

took away the donation box. Devotees and local people from different classes and professions formed

a human chain to protest the anarchy.

Miscreants attacked the shrine of Shah Sufi Reza Sarwar Rajaji (RA) located in Rupganj Upazila of Narayanganj
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| B\ EYCd WAIPAHI A group of people in the name of '"Tawhidi Janata' attacked, vandalized, and set
a fire to a shrine in Amtoli Upazila of Barguna. On March 16, 2025, after midnight, about 300 people

armed with sticks attacked the shrine of Ismail Shah Baba on the side of Battala Road in Amtali
Upazila. During this time, they also destroyed the food cooked for the devotees. In addition to
removing various furniture from the shrine, the tin roof of the house, and the bricks of the walls, they

also looted (27).

Scan for Video

Video of attack and arson at the Ismail Shah Shrine in Amtoli Upazila of Barguna during the annual Urs
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RPN eI IPAH On April 15, 2025, the entire area is still in shock after a father and son were
beaten and hacked to death for not going to an arbitration in Fulbaria, Mymensingh. The entire incident

was led by the general secretary of the local union BNP and a member of the local Union Parishad
(UP). After the murder of the father and son, people were incited to vandalize and set fire to five houses
and a shrine of Nurai Pir, including the house of the former chairman of the union parishad and his

brother (66).

(ST |
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The shrine of Nurai Pir in Fulbaria, Mymensingh, was attacked, vandalized, and set on fire

RN W WAV The shrine committee and devotees held a press conference to protest the

vandalism of the shrine of Shahar Qutub Hazrat Donka Shah (RA) and demanded the reconstruction,

renovation, and trial of those involved in the vandalism.
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The speakers at the press conference said that thousands of Ashigan devotees used to come and go to
the shrine of Hazrat Donka Shah (RA) for ages, and here prayers were sought for all people. No kind
of shirk was done here. However, a malicious group was doing various things to achieve their own
benefits. Recently, by inciting some people, they themselves vandalized the shrine. Today, in
independent Bangladesh, those who vandalized the shrines of the saints of Allah should be arrested

immediately and given exemplary punishment (76).

JURDY T »H The upazila administration has banned loud music and dancing on all tourist

houseboats and local boats in Tanguar Haor in Sunamganj. Upazila Executive Officer Abul Hashem

confirmed this information on Tuesday (June 10) morning (67).

IR\ )1 In Ranishankail Upazila of Thakurgaon, miscreants dug up and destroyed the
three-hundred-year-old and historic Bibi Sakhinar shrine in the dark of night. They broke the concrete

casting and made a four-foot deep hole in this ancient shrine. The miscreants committed this incident

on the night of July 11, 2025 (26)

The 300-year-old and historic shrine of Bibi Sakhina in Ranishankail Upazila of Thakurgaon was dug up and destroyed in the dark of night
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SN0 (LS WA I PAE A group of people attacked and vandalized a Khanka Sharif in Paba Upazila

of Rajshahi. The incident took place on September 5, 2025 in Panishail Chandrapukur village of
Baragachi Union of the upazila. Azizur Rahman Bhandari built the Khanka Sharif on his land next to
his house about 15 years ago. There was a three-day event at the Khanka on the occasion of Eid-e-
Miladunnabi (PBUH). More than 150 people attacked the Khanka Sharif in the presence of the police.
It is learned that a former member of the local Union Parishad (UP) and BNP leader, Golam Mustafa,

led the attack. Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami workers were also involved (68).

A group of people attacked and vandalized a Khanka Sharif in Paba Upazila of Rajshahi

On the same day, a man named Russell Mollah (28) was killed in an attack and vandalism on the
Darbar Sharif of Nurul Haque alias Nural Pagla in Goalanda, Rajbari. More than 50 people were
injured in the incident. A group of people attacked the Darbar Sharif in stages. They raised the body
of Nural Pagla from the grave and burned it, alleging that he was buried in violation of Sharia law. At

least 50 people, including policemen, were injured in this attack by a group of people from a previously
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announced protest rally of the Upazila Iman-Aqida Raksha Committee. Two police cars and an Upazila

Nirbahi Officer (UNO) car were vandalized there (69).

AT

Video of Nura Pagla's body being removed from his grave and burned in Rajbari, and the attack on the shrine

(NI WAIPAHIN Advocate Fazlur Rahman, advisor (suspended) to the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) Chairperson, has issued a warning regarding attempts to demolish various

shrines. He said, 'l heard it with my own ears, a certain Maulana, I’ll say his name, his name is Amir

Hamza.

He said that if the shrine of Hazrat Shahjalal is demolished, Jamaat or their affiliates will pay

5 crore taka.' He has strongly protested the destructive activities against the shrines.

- —
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BNP Chairperson's Advisor (Suspended), Fazlur Rahman, has issued a strong warning about the demolition of shrines
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