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BACKGROUND 

Sharif Osman Hadi was a son of a madrasa teacher from Nalchity Upazila of 
Jhalakathi district. Hadi passed his Alim examination from Jhalakathi NS Kamil 
Madrasa and later completed his undergraduate and postgraduate studies in 
Political Science from Dhaka University [i]. He taught at the private University of 
Scholars. 

He was the spokesperson of 'Inqilab Mancha', an organisation formed after the 
Anti-Discrimination Student Movement-2024, and a candidate for Member of 
Parliament from Dhaka-8 constituency [ii]. On December 12, 2025, he was shot by 
miscreants in the Bijoynagar area of Dhaka and died on December 18, 2025, while 
undergoing treatment at Singapore General Hospital [iii]. He was buried in Dhaka 
on December 20, 2025, with state and military honours. 

Following his death, on December 18, 2025, Islamic extremist militant groups 
carried out widespread arson and destruction across the country, including 
Dhaka, in the presence of the administration [iv]. For the first time in the country's 
history, they vandalised, looted, and set fire to two leading national media outlets, 
and harassed journalists. In addition, foreign diplomatic establishments and 
cultural institutions were also extensively vandalised. 'Bangabandhu Bhaban' in 
Dhanmondi-32, a place steeped in the memories of Bangladesh's independence, 

Osman Hadi, who was shot, is being taken to the hospital by colleagues. 
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was also vandalised again. The residences of various levels of Awami League 
leaders and activists were also vandalised across the country. 

Although the government was aware of the preparations for these attacks for a 
long time, it did not take any measures to prevent them [v]. The government's 
controversial role in the attacks came into public discussion after the attacks [vi]. 
Especially since the attacks began immediately after the interim government 
head, Dr Muhammad Yunus, addressed the nation, there is speculation that the 
government had patronised or consented to these attacks [vii]. 

Although the law enforcement agencies or the government did not show much 
activity in arresting or identifying the culprits in the initial stages after Osman Hadi 
was shot, members of the family and acquaintances of one suspected individual 
have been arrested. Despite the lack of reliable evidence and the absence of an 
arrest of the alleged perpetrator, a final charge sheet has been filed against 17 
people. 

However, 'Inqilab Mancha' has rejected the final charge sheet in the murder case, 
alleging that the state machinery, i.e., the government, was involved in the murder 
of Sharif Osman Hadi [viii]. Earlier, two Bangladeshi political parties, the BNP and 
Jamaat-e-Islami, also exchanged accusations, each claiming the other was 
involved. On December 13, 2025, during a protest march, BNP Senior Joint 
Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi stated that the police had informed them that 
the attackers were involved with Jamaat-e-Islami and its student wing, Islami 
Chhatra Shibir [ix]. On the other hand, Jamaat-Shibir activists posted various 
suggestive statuses implying that Mirza Abbas, a standing committee member of 
BNP,  was involved in the shooting of Hadi. Furthermore, when Mirza Abbas went 
to visit Hadi in the hospital, he was confronted by a group of people who attacked 
him and chanted slogans calling him a fraud. Mirza Abbas stated that those who 
attacked him were not Hadi's supporters. He hinted that they were supporters of 
a particular political party, referring to Jamaat-e-Islami [x]. A meeting was also held 
at the Chief Adviser's residence regarding the mutual accusations between the 
BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami [xi]. 

Essentially, these incidents have raised the question: was the violence following 
Hadi's murder a failure of the government or a planned provocation? 
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POST JULY-AUGUST 24 

Although Sharif Osman  was not on the front lines during the anti-discrimination 
student movement of 2024, Sharif Osman Hadi is known to have served as a 
coordinator in the Rampura area. 

However, it has been confirmed that after the fall of the Awami League 
government on August 5, 2024, he led various attacks, vandalism, and arson. 
There is a video of him publicly inciting arson at a crowded rally using a 
microphone [xii]. 

Sharif Osman Hadi came into the spotlight through his demand to ban the Awami 
League and his continuous anti-India rhetoric, using vulgar and indecent language 
in his speeches. He occasionally used words in his speeches that are not 
publishable [xiii]. The banned militant organisations in Bangladesh also had 
substantial involvement in the demand to ban the Awami League [xiv], with which 
Osman Hadi is known to have coordinated. 

Osman Hadi was one of the main instigators of the vandalism of 'Bangabandhu 
Bhaban' in Dhanmondi-32, a place steeped in the memories of Bangladesh's 
independence [xv]. Besides, Hadi played a leading role in the program to ban the 
Awami League [xvi]. 

Video of a speech in obscene, provocative, and inflammatory language. 

Scan for Video 
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Basically, since the post-movement period, Osman Hadi was involved in various 
unethical activities, including mob violence, extortion, vandalism, and looting 
across the country. He established a cultural platform called I"nqilab Mancha". 
There is information that in August 2024, Osman Hadi extorted money from 
various leading individuals and institutions in the country under the guise of flood 
relief [xvii]. Osman Hadi and his Inqilab platform have extorted money under the 
guise of organizing various programs. [xviii]. 

He publicly announced on a stage that it would cost 10 lakh taka to break 
sculptures [xix]. He also extorted money under the name of election campaigning. 
Videos of two separate individuals giving him money went viral on social media [xx]. 
After his death, inconsistencies were observed in the statements of one of the 
individuals who gave him money when questioned by a journalist, which clearly 
indicates his extortion activities [xxi]. 

In three recently viral videos of the person suspected of shooting him, more 
unmistakable evidence of his extortion, tender manipulation, and terrorist 
activities is found [xxii]. The accused person stated that he was not involved in 
Osman Hadi's murder. Basically, he met Osman Hadi while lobbying to get a 
tender for a government project. Osman Hadi demanded an advance payment of 
5 lakh taka, promising to secure a tender for the work. In addition to this advance 
payment, he also took cash and t-shirts from the accused person under the 
pretext of various programs. In the video, he states that he is currently abroad for 
security reasons because he is suspected of being involved in the murder. 

Behind the facade of the Inqilab Manch and politics, Sharif Osman Hadi was 
involved in various corrupt activities. Those associated with the Inqilab Manch are 
believed to be linked to extremist Islamic militant groups. 

Video of a statement made publicly about vandalizing sculptures in exchange for money. 

Scan for Video 

 



 

5 | P a g e  

 

SHAHBAG GATHERING  

Upon receiving the news of the death of Sharif Osman Hadi, the spokesperson for 
the Inqilab Manch, angry protesters gathered in Shahbag, Dhaka. The gathering in 
Shahbag grew steadily, creating an unstable situation. Although incitement to 
vandalism and attacks on various establishments emanated from the gathering, 
law enforcement remained silent and took no action. Besides Shahbag, protests 
also took place in various other locations across the country, including the Dhaka 
University Vice-Chancellor's premises. 

At this gathering in Shahbag, the presence of members of various internationally 
banned militant groups among the general public was openly observed. Many of 
them had been released from jail after August 5, 2024 and were carrying out 
militant activities across the country under the banner of 'Tauhidi Janata'. Among 
them, the most notable was Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani, the head of the banned 
militant organisation 'Ansarullah Bangla Team'. He led the prayers at the gathering 
on December 19, 2025, demanding justice for Hadi's murder [xxiii]. Another 
prominent militant, Ataur Rahman Bikrampur, was also seen beside him [xxiv]. 

Essentially, the attacks and vandalism on Prothom Alo, The Daily Star, and 
cultural organisations were carried out under the direct supervision of these 
militants. It is clear from the statements of several attackers that they carried out 
these attacks because of Prothom Alo and The Daily Star's anti-militant stance in 
Bangladesh. 

At Shahbag: Ansarullah Bangla Team chief Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani and member Ataur Rahman Bikrampuri. 

Scan for Video 
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CHIEF ADVISOR'S ADDRESS TO THE NATION 

Following the death of Sharif Osman Hadi, spokesperson of the Inqilab platform, 
Chief Advisor Professor Dr Muhammad Yunus addressed the nation after 11:15 
PM on December 18, 2025. A national day of mourning was declared on December 
20, 2025, due to Hadi's death. 

Although a gathering took place in Shahbagh, no incidents of violence or 
vandalism occurred before the Chief Advisor's address. Immediately after his 
speech, the country's leading media outlet, Prothom Alo, was attacked. This was 
followed by attacks on the English national daily, The Daily Star, attacks on 
journalists, an attack on 'Bangabandhu Bhaban' in Dhanmondi-32, an attack on 
the residence of the Indian Assistant High Commissioner in Chittagong, an attack 
on the cultural institution Chhayanaut, and numerous incidents of vandalism and 

Chief Adviser’s address to the nation. 
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arson at various institutions and the homes of Awami League leaders and activists 
across the country. 

The law enforcement agencies were not seen to be active in preventing these 
attacks. Leaders of various political parties criticised the government for failing to 
prevent these attacks [xxv]. Some also questioned why the attacks began 
immediately after the Chief Advisor's speech. 

 

THE PROTHOM ALO OFFICE ATTACKED, SET ABLAZE 

Sharif Osman Hadi has made several statements against Prothom Alo, calling it 
an Indian proxy newspaper. He has also made official Facebook posts criticising 
Prothom Alo [xxvi]. Earlier, there were allegations of his and his organisation, Inqilab 
Mancha's involvement in leading the attack on the Prothom Alo office. 

After the chief advisor's speech, a group of extremists attacked the Prothom Alo 
office in the presence of the army and other law enforcement agencies. After 
extensive vandalism and looting, they set fire to the interior of his Prothom Alo 
office. These attacks clearly indicate the militant group's involvement. They 
burned down the entire office. Outside Dhaka, Prothom Alo's district office was 

Prothom Alo's head office set on fire. 

Scan for Video 
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also attacked and vandalised, and several district offices were attacked [xxvii]. On 
the same day, the Prothom Alo office in Rajshahi was attacked, with its signboards 
vandalised, and its Bogra office was attacked at night. In addition, protests were 
held at Chittagong, Sylhet, Barisal, Chandpur, Munshiganj and Jahangirnagar 
universities and Prothom Alo activists were threatened and harassed [xxviii]. 

Militant Ataur Rahman Bikrampuri has been arrested in connection with the attack 
on Prothom Alo. He led the attack on Prothom Alo and even led the forcible release 
of the detainees by creating a mob at the police station when some people were 
arrested in connection with the attack [xxix]. 

 

 

Attack and vandalism at the Prothom Alo office in Kushtia. 

Ataur Rahman Bikrampuri arrested on charges of attacking Prothom Alo. 

Scan for Video 
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THE DAILY STAR OFFICE ATTACKED, SET ABLAZE 

The Daily Star office was also vandalised and set on fire immediately after the 
attack on the Prothom Alo office. At around 12 am on December 18, a group of 100 
to 200 people broke through the main gate and entered the building's ground floor. 
They vandalised the furniture, the gallery, and the glass doors. At one stage, a pile 
of furniture and newspapers on the ground floor was set on fire. The fire spread to 
the third floor of the building [xxx]. 

As a result of the arson, 28 journalists including two female journalists were 
trapped inside the building. The attackers prevented the fire service and the army 
from rescuing them. 

 

Arson attack on the Daily Star newspaper office. 

Video of the army arguing with the mob over asking for time. 

Scan for Video 

 

Scan for Video 
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Instead of preventing the attack, the army asked the extremists for 20 minutes to 
rescue the trapped people [xxxi]. After the rescue of the trapped people was 
completed, the attackers started vandalising again. The army did not even try to 
resist them. Such actions by the military have been widely criticised for the fragile 
state of the security system across the country. 

The attackers climbed from the first to the sixth floor of the building and 
vandalised. During this time, various electronic equipment, including computers 
and cameras, was looted [xxxii]. As of December 23, 2025, 28 people had been 
arrested in connection with the attacks on Prothom Alo and the Daily Star [xxxiii]. 

After the attacks, Daily Star editor Mahfuz Anam raised serious allegations at a 
protest meeting held on December 22, 2025, condemning the attacks, the arson 
at the Daily Star and Prothom Alo offices, and the harassment of the editors' 
council president, New Age editor Nurul Kabir. Mahfuz Anam said that posts have 
been seen on social media suggesting that journalists of the Daily Star and 
Prothom Alo should be killed. Regarding freedom of expression, he added, "'We 
have entered into an era of murder', expression of opinion has come a long way, 
now it is a matter of the right to live [xxxiv]." 

 

 

 

Video of the Daily Star editor's statement. 

Scan for Video 
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NEW AGE EDITOR NURUL KABIR ATTACKED 

Nurul Kabir, the president of the Editors' Council and editor of the English daily 
'New Age', was attacked by extremists in front of the Prothom Alo office on the 
night of December 18, 2025. The attackers assaulted him [xxxv]. 

In a speech at the 6th Broadcasting Conference of the Broadcast Journalists 
Center (BJC) on December 27, 2025, he alleged, "The attack and arson at Prothom 
Alo, The Daily Star, and Chhayanaut building were planned and carried out with 
the support of some part of the government [xxxvi]." 

 

WOMEN JOURNALISTS 

Among those trapped in The Daily Star building during the attack and arson were 
two female journalists. To escape the fire, they took refuge on the roof. However, 
due to the heavy smoke, they were in a life-threatening situation [xxxvii]. 

When one of them tried to descend using the fire escape ladder to escape the 
smoke, she fell into the hands of the mob and was beaten [xxxviii]. After that, no one 
dared to come down out of fear, until the army arrived and, after requesting 20 
minutes from the attackers, rescued the trapped journalists. 

However, even after being rescued, the two female journalists of The Daily Star 
were subjected to harassment in the presence of law enforcement [xxxix]. 

Video of the attack on New Age editor Nurul Kabir. 

Scan for Video 
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BANGABANDHU BHABAN VANDALISM AND ARSON 

After the news spread of the death of Sharif Osman Hadi, the spokesperson of the 
Inqilab Manch, vandalism resumed at Dhanmondi Road 32. Around 12:40 AM on 
the night of December 18, 2025, a group of extremist miscreants attacked 
'Bangabandhu Bhaban', a building steeped in the memories of Bangladesh's 
independence [xl]. 

The vandalism was carried out again with bulldozers. The building was vandalised 
throughout the day on December 19, 2025. During the vandalism, the extremists 
chanted slogans such as "Nara-e-Takbir, Allahu Akbar," and "Inqilab Zindabad [xli]." 

There was no attempt by the government or law enforcement to prevent the attack 
on 'Bangabandhu Bhaban'. 

 

CHHAYANAUT VANDALISM AND ARSON 

On December 18, 2025, around 1 AM, after the death of Hadi, a group of 
extremists, under the name of 'Tauhidi Janata' (Islamic Unity), attacked 
Chhayanot, a traditional cultural institution of Bangladesh [xlii]. They vandalised 
various floors of Chhayanot's seven-story building [xliii]. 

The attackers also set fire to Chhayanot's musical instruments and furniture. 
Although the attackers' images were captured in video footage, no arrests were 
made, even after a case was filed, and the government did not take any 
appropriate action. 

Following Hadi's death, 'Bangabandhu Bhaban' was once again vandalized and set on fire. 

Scan for Video 
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UDICHI VANDALISM AND ARSON 

The central office of Udichi, one of Bangladesh's leading cultural organisations, 
also experienced vandalism, looting, and arson [xliv]. The attack on the Udichi 
building took place on December 19, 2025, around 8 PM. Amit Ranjan Dey, the 
general secretary of a faction of Udichi, claimed that the fire was deliberately set 
[xlv]. 

Amit Ranjan Dey alleged that direct threats of attack were made against Udichi 
and that provocative posts were shared on social media. However, despite 
knowing everything, the interim government or administration did not take any 
measures to ensure Udichi's security [xlvi]. 

As a result of the arson, the organisation's 57 years of important documents, 
musical instruments, and furniture were burned [xlvii]. 

 

 

 

 

57 years of Udichi’s documents, musical instruments, and furniture reduced to ashes. 
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ATTACK ON THE INDIAN ASSISTANT HIGH 
COMMISSIONER'S RESIDENCE IN CHITTAGONG 

On December 18, 2025, at 1:15 AM, extremists attacked the residence of the 
Indian Assistant High Commissioner in Chittagong [xlviii]. They started throwing 
bricks and stones at the High Commission office in the presence of the police . 

Before the attack, around 11 PM, several hundred extremists gathered in front of 
the High Commission and chanted various anti-India slogans [xlix]. The law 
enforcement agencies did not play any effective role at that time. However, after 
the attack, 12 people were detained for questioning. 

 

ATTEMPTED ATTACK ON THE INDIAN ASSISTANT HIGH 
COMMISSIONER'S RESIDENCE IN KHULNA 

Alleging that the person accused of the attack on Sharif Osman Hadi had fled to 
India, a group of miscreants held a 'March to the Indian Assistant High 
Commission' program and demonstration in Khulna on the afternoon of 
December 18, 2025.  The activists of the Anti-Hegemony Alliance started a 
procession with banners and slogans from Royal More in Khulna city at 3:30 PM. 
The procession advanced towards the residence and office of the Assistant Indian 
High Commissioner via Mirzapur and Shamsur Rahman Road [l]. 

Extremists hurl bricks and stones at the Indian Assistant High Commissioner’s residence in Chittagong. 

Scan for Video 
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The joint forces attempted to stop the protesters by setting up barricades. 
However, the protesters broke through the barricades and moved forward [li]. 
When they tried to advance further, law enforcement agencies, including the 
police, RAB, and the army, brought the situation under control. 

 

MARCH TOWARDS THE INDIAN ASSISTANT HIGH 
COMMISSION IN RAJSHAHI 

A group of protesters marched towards the office of the Indian Assistant High 
Commission in Rajshahi. The protesters, under the name of the July 36 Platform, 
attempted to break through police barricades. A scuffle ensued with the police. 
During this time, they chanted various anti-India slogans [lii]. 

News related to the march to the Indian High Commission. 
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LONG MARCH TO THE INDIAN BORDER 

In protest of the death of Sharif Osman Hadi, slogans against India were chanted 
in various parts of the country. In addition to an attack on the Assistant High 
Commissioner's residence in Chittagong, attempts were also made to attack 
other High Commissions, including the one in Rajshahi. 

On December 19, 2025, activists of the National Citizen Party (NCP) held a "Long 
March to the Border" program in Benapole, Jessore [liii]. There, too, they chanted 
various anti-India slogans [liv]. 

 

ARSON AT THE RESIDENCE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF BANGLADESH TELEVISION 

On the night of December 18, 2025, miscreants deliberately set fire to the house 
of the Director General of Bangladesh Television (DG) Mahbubul Alam in Magura. 
They poured petrol and set the house on fire [lv]. 

 

 

 

The gathering of the Long March to the Indian Border. 

Scan for Video 
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ARSON AT THE VILLAGE HOME OF INTERNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL PROSECUTOR ZOHA 

On the night of December 18, 2025, the house of International Criminal Tribunal 
prosecutor Tanvir Hasan Zoha in Magura was set on fire after petrol. The incident, 
which occurred in front of a sensitive area such as a judge's court, raised 
questions about security arrangements [lvi]. 

 

 

EXTREMISTS AT MEETINGS 

Essentially, members of Islamic extremist militant groups were seen openly 
leading the vandalism and terrorist activities centred around the death of Sharif 
Osman Hadi. Immediately after the news of Hadi's death, the head of the banned 
militant organisation Ansarullah Bangla Team, along with his followers, was seen 
at a gathering in Shahbagh. They chanted various extremist slogans. They also 
chanted slogans calling for the destruction of newspapers like The Daily Prothom 
Alo and The Daily Star, as well as different cultural institutions. 

Miscreants torch the village home of International Crimes Tribunal prosecutor Zoha. 
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After the fall of the Awami League government on August 5, 2024, more than 300 
people accused in various militancy cases were released on bail from prisons 
across the country. Among them was Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani, the head of the 
internationally banned militant organisation Ansarullah Bangla Team [lvii]. He was 
seen openly leading the movement protesting Hadi's death in Shahbagh. He even 
led prayers there [lviii]. 

 

Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani, the head of Ansarullah Bangla Team, was released on bail. 

Leader of banned Ansarullah Bangla Team addresses gathering before prayers demanding justice for the Hadi murder. 

Scan for Video 

 

Scan for Video 

 



 

19 | P a g e  

 

Ataur Rahman Bikrampuri, an extremist militant, was seen with Mufti Jasim [lix]. In 
2021, Ataur Rahman Bikrampuri was arrested as a member of Ansarullah Bangla 
Team. Since August 5, 2024, he has again been seen participating in extremist 
activities in public. He had previously led an attempt to attack the Prothom Alo 
newspaper office [lx]. 

 

12 ATTACKERS RELEASED IN CHITTAGONG 

Chittagong police arrested 12 people in connection with the attack on the 
residence of the Indian Assistant High Commissioner in Chittagong. Mufti Harun 
Izhar came to the police station to secure the release of those arrested in this 
incident [lxi]. 

Mufti Harun Izhar is a close associate of the banned militant organisation Harkat-
ul-Jihad (HuJI). He also has links with the Pakistan-based militant organisation 
Lashkar-e-Taiba [lxii]. His son, Harun bin Izhar, is also associated with the Pakistan-
based militant organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba. 

It is known that members of militant organisations attacked the Indian embassy. 

 

HUJI leader Mufti Harun Izhar outside police station seeking release of Chittagong attack suspects. 

Scan for Video 
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VANDALISM & ARSON OF AWAMI LEAGUE LEADERS' 
PROPERTIES 

On the night of December 18, 2025, along with other institutions, houses and 
offices of Awami League leaders and activists were again vandalised and set on 
fire in various parts of Bangladesh. Some notable incidents include: 

 

VANDALISM AND ARSON AT THE HOUSE OF FORMER EDUCATION 
MINISTER MOHIBUL HASAN CHOWDHURY NOWFEL 

After the news of the death of Sharif Osman Hadi, spokesperson of the Inqilab 
Manch, on December 18, 2025, after 11 PM, a group of youths under the banner of 
'students and the public' marched from the Gate No. 2 area. They again attacked 
the Chashma Hill residence of former Education Minister of the Awami League 
government, Mohibul Hasan Chowdhury Nowfel, after the incident of August 5, 
2024. 

The attackers first set fire to a motorcycle in front of the building. Then they 
entered the house and carried out extensive vandalism and arson [lxiii]. 

 

Vandalism and arson at the residence of former Education Minister Nowfel in Chittagong. 

Scan for Video 
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VANDALISM AND ARSON AT THE HOUSE OF FORMER STATE 
MINISTER FOR SHIPPING KHALID MAHMUD CHOWDHURY 

On the night of December 19, 2025, the house of former State Minister for Shipping 
Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, who has been a Member of Parliament for three 
consecutive terms from Dinajpur-2 (Bochaganj-Birganj) constituency and the 
organising secretary of the Awami League, was vandalised, looted, and set on fire 
[lxiv]. 

Police and local sources said that yesterday evening, a group of more than 100 
people on motorcycles headed towards the minister's house while chanting 
slogans. They were wearing helmets. They had sticks and local weapons in their 
hands. At one point, they set fire to a pile of paddy straw in front of Khalid Mahmud 
Chowdhury's house. Later, the entire house was gutted by that fire [lxv]. 

 

ARSON AT THE HOUSE OF FORMER MINISTER BIR BAHADUR USHWE 
SING 

On the night of December 18, 2025, at around 12:55 AM, the residence of former 
Minister of the Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs, Bir Bahadur Ushwe Sing, 
was set on fire. Following the news of the death of Sharif Osman Bin Hadi, 20-25 
young men took out a protest march in the traffic intersection area of Bandarban 
town at around 12 AM. 

Vandalism and arson at the residence of former State Minister Khalid Mahmud in Dinajpur. 

Scan for Video 
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Later, they proceeded to the Raja's Field area, chanting slogans, and set fire to the 
former minister's residence. The fire spread rapidly throughout the building [lxvi]. 
Although the fire service arrived at the scene, they were unable to begin 
extinguishing the fire due to repeated obstruction from the attacking miscreants. 
A police constable named Rajib was seriously injured during this time [lxvii]. 

 

ARSON AT THE HOUSE OF FORMER MP HABIB HASAN OF UTTARA  

On the night of December 18, 2025, extremist militant groups again set fire to the 
house of Mohammad Habib Hasan, the former MP of Dhaka-18 (Uttara) 
constituency [lxviii]. Even after the fall of the Awami League government on August 
5, 2024, incidents of vandalism, looting, and arson had occurred at the house. 

 

Arson at the house of former minister Bir Bahadur Ushwe Sing. 

A devastating fire broke out at the house of former MP Habib Hasan. 

Scan for Video 

 

Scan for Video 
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ARSON AT THE HOUSE OF BARRISTER ANISUL ISLAM MAHMUD  

Extremists set fire to the ancestral home of former Foreign Minister and Chairman 
of a faction of Jatiya Party (JP), and head of the National Democratic Front (NDF), 
an electoral and political alliance of 18 political parties, and former minister 
Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud [lxix]. 

On the night of December 19, 2025, at around 12 AM, armed and masked men 
attacked and set fire to Anisul Islam's ancestral home [lxx]. 50 to 60 people arrived 
in private cars and microbuses and entered Anisul Islam's house. The attackers 
began vandalising the house of Anisul Islam Mahmud. They ransacked the 
furniture. At one point, they set it on fire. A private car parked in front of the house 
was also burned. 

 

ATTACK ON THE HOUSE OF FORMER SETABGANJ MUNICIPALITY 
MAYOR ABDUS SABUR 

On the night of December 19, 2025, the same group of miscreants also attacked 
the house of another former mayor of Setabganj Municipality in Dinajpur district, 
Abdus Sabur. They vandalised, looted, and set fire to Abdus Sabur's house using 
sticks and local weapons [lxxii]. 

 

The ancestral home of former minister Barrister Anisul Islam Mahmud was set on fire and vandalized. 

Scan for Video 
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ATTACK ON THE HOUSE OF FORMER SETABGANJ MUNICIPALITY 
MAYOR ASLAM UDDIN 

On the night of December 19, 2025, at around 8 PM, the house of Aslam Uddin, 
the former mayor of Setabganj Municipality in Dinajpur district, was attacked. The 
miscreants, arriving on over a hundred motorcycles, attacked while chanting 
slogans and wielding sticks and local weapons. They vandalised, looted, and then 
set fire to the former mayor's house [lxxi]. 

 

VANDALISM AND ARSON AT THE HOUSE AND OFFICE OF AN AWAMI 
LEAGUE LEADER IN KUSHTIA 

On December 18, 2025, extremists unleashed violence in Kushtia. They 
vandalised the house and office of Kanak Kanti Das, joint general secretary of the 
Kushtia District Awami League, and set fire to the furniture. They also set fire to 
the business establishment of Mizanur Rahman Masum, vice-president of the 
Sadar Municipal Awami League. 

At the same time, the house of former Member of Parliament Naser Shahriar 
Zahedi Mohul was also attacked. The house of Kushtia Municipal Panel Mayor 
Shahin Uddin in Jugia was also set on fire. Attacks were also carried out on the 
houses of Jubo League leader Babul Hossain in Amlapara, Kushtia, Manab Chaki, 
general secretary of the District Volunteer League, and a person named Chunnu 
in Peyaratala [lxxiii]. 

The house of Aslam, the former mayor of Setabganj Municipality, was reduced to rubble by arson. 

Scan for Video 
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VANDALISM OF AWAMI LEAGUE LEADER'S HOUSE AND BUSINESS 
ESTABLISHMENT IN JHENAIDAH 

An incident of vandalism and arson at a house and business establishment in 
Jhenaidah town, and stone-pelting at several houses, has occurred. On Thursday 
night, December 18, 2025, extremist miscreants vandalised and attempted to set 
fire to the homes and shops of four district Awami League leaders. They also 
attacked a business establishment owned by a district Jubo League leader [lxxiv]. 

 

VANDALISM OF AWAMI LEAGUE LEADER'S OFFICE AND 
ESTABLISHMENT IN FENI 

On December 18, 2025, miscreants attacked the office of Advocate Shahjahan 
Saju, law affairs secretary of the Feni District Awami League [lxxv]. 

 

 

ATTACK ON THE HOUSE AND NEWSPAPER OFFICE OF AWAMI 
LEAGUE LEADER AND LONDON-BASED HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST 
SUSHANTA DAS 

On December 19, 2025, the house of London-based Awami League leader 
Sushanta Das and his newspaper office, 'Dainik Amar Habiganj', in Habiganj were 
vandalised and looted [lxxvi]. 

Vandalism of Awami League Leader's office in Feni. 
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His home was attacked after an announcement was made over a loudspeaker. 
Sushanta claims that his house and business establishment were attacked 
because he is Hindu [lxxvii]. 

 

AWAMI LEAGUE OFFICE IN RAJSHAHI DEMOLISHED WITH A 
BULLDOZER 

On the night of December 18, 2025, the Metropolitan Awami League office located 
in Kumarpura, Rajshahi city, was completely demolished with a bulldozer [lxxviii]. 

 

The office of the newspaper 'Amar Habiganj', owned by human rights activist Sushanta Das, was vandalized. 

The Awami League office in Rajshahi was demolished with a bulldozer. 

Scan for Video 
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A procession was brought out from Rajshahi University around 11 PM to protest 
the killing of Hadi. The parade marched through various roads of the campus and 
then gathered at Saheb Bazar Zero Point in the city. During this time, they chanted 
various anti-Awami League and anti-India slogans. 

At the same time, activists of the NCP and the July 36 platform started a protest at 
Saheb Bazar Zero Point in Rajshahi. Later, the Rajshahi City Awami League office 
was vandalised with a bulldozer [lxxix]. 

At this time, Raksu GS Salahuddin Ammar said that the Awami League will not be 
allowed to have any presence in Rajshahi [lxxx]. Rajshahi University Chhatra Shibir 
secretary Mujahid Faisal said that Hadi's killers must be brought to justice without 
delay and their death sentences must be carried out. Otherwise, there will be no 
diplomatic relations with India, and all Indian High Commissions will be closed. 
Cultural fascists like The Prothom Alo and The Daily Star must be overthrown. We 
will besiege the Indian High Commission on Friday [lxxxi]. 

 

VANDALISM AT HABIGANJ DISTRICT AWAMI LEAGUE OFFICE  

Students and the public protested in Habiganj, demanding justice for the murder 
of Sharif Osman bin Hadi. On Friday, they carried out a blockade program and a 
protest march in Habiganj town, attacking and vandalising the Awami League 
office [lxxxii]. The office was extensively vandalised, and a mural of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was set on fire [lxxxiii]. 

 

Habiganj District Awami League office vandalized and Bangabandhu's mural set on fire. 
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VANDALISM AT AWAMI LEAGUE OFFICE IN SAGHATTA, GAIBANDHA  

Following the death of Sharif Osman bin Hadi, extremists also carried out 
vandalism in Saghatta Upazila of Gaibandha. On Friday (December 19), they 
vandalised the office of the Saghatta Upazila Awami League in Ullabazar [lxxxiv]. 
Furniture, banners, and other office materials were damaged in the incident. 

 

  

Saghata Upazila Awami League office vandalized. 
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ROLE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES 

Following Sharif Osman Hadi's death and the deterioration of the law and order 
situation, the role of the government and law enforcement agencies has come 
under serious question. Salahuddin Ahmed, a member of the Standing 
Committee of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), alleged that the current 
interim government is fostering mob rule [lxxxv]. He claimed that the government's 
role in the attacks on two media outlets, despite having intelligence information, 
is questionable. 

After the news of Hadi's death, a group of extremists gathered at Shahbagh. It 
delivered provocative speeches and slogans that incited attacks on the offices of 
The Prothom Alo and The Daily Star, as well as on cultural institutions. After a 
considerable time had passed since these slogans were chanted and after the 

News report on the statement of BNP Standing Committee member Salahuddin Ahmed. 
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Chief Adviser's address to the nation, vandalism began with an attack on the 
Prothom Alo office, which then spread across the country. Leaders of a banned 
militant organisation led the attack on The Prothom Alo in the presence of the 
army and police. During this time, law enforcement officers did not attempt to 
prevent the attack. The same scenario was observed during the attack on The 
Daily Star. As a result, many believe that the government instigated this chaotic 
situation. 

The army's negotiations with the attackers of The Daily Star to rescue those 
trapped inside the building sparked nationwide criticism. Instead of confronting 
the unruly extremist crowd, the army requested 20 minutes to rescue those 
trapped inside. Alarmingly, even after the trapped individuals were rescued, 
extremists harassed two female journalists from the Daily Star in the presence of 
law enforcement. Immediately after the rescue, the attackers again vandalised 
and openly looted property. 

Meanwhile, in Chittagong, extremists attacked the residence of the Indian 
Assistant High Commissioner in the presence of the police. An attack on a 
country's diplomatic establishment is an ominous sign for a nation's security. 
Although 12 people were arrested after the attack, it was observed that the 
notorious Mufti Harun Izhar, who had previously been arrested on charges of 
militant involvement, went to the police station with his followers to secure their 
release. 

Following the funeral of Sharif Osman Hadi, a group of extremists attempted to 
enter the parliament building forcibly. Although law enforcement agencies, 
including the army, tried to stop them, they attempted to breach security barriers 
and enter the building. Earlier, on August 5, 2024, the parliament building was also 
subjected to extensive vandalism and looting [lxxxvi]. 

After Hadi's funeral, extremists attempted to enter the parliament by breaking through the barricades. 

Scan for Video 
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Furthermore, these extremists, under various banners including 'Tauhidi Janata,' 
also attacked cultural institutions. Consequently, the attacks carried out 
following Hadi's death are suspected to be planned militant attacks. 

Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani, the head of the banned militant organisation 
Ansarullah Bangla Team, openly led a rally organised to protest Hadi's death and 
even led the prayers there. Just a few days later, on December 29, 2025, a powerful 
explosion occurred in presense of Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani, in front of an 
under-construction building in the Baraikhali area of Hazaribagh police station in 
Dhaka [lxxxvii]. 

Earlier, on December 26, a massive explosion occurred at a madrasa in 
Keraniganj, Dhaka, while bombs were being manufactured, from which a large 
quantity of bomb-making equipment and materials for making suicide vests were 
recovered [lxxxviii]. As a result, it can be inferred that militant activity in the country 
has increased significantly. These militants have started to come out into the open 
after Hadi's death. 

Members of this militant group have also been involved in Hadi's various activities, 
including the movement to ban the Awami League. 

News regarding the bomb blast near Mufti Jasim Uddin Rahmani. 
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THE TRIAL AND THE FARCICAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE 
OSMAN HADI MURDER CASE 

No activity from law enforcement agencies was observed in the first 24 hours after 
Sharif Osman Hadi was shot on December 12, 2025. The motorcyclist and the 
shooter, who was riding pillion, shot Osman Hadi in the head and fled. A few hours 
later, a worker associated with Osman Hadi's election campaign was accused on 
social media of being the shooter. 

In connection with this incident, the police arrested a man named Md. Abdul 
Hannan from Chapainawabganj on December 13, 2025, claiming he owned the 
motorcycle, and took him into custody for three days [lxxxix]. Later, it was revealed 
that the bike used in the attack did not belong to him [xc]. Furthermore, the 
motorcycle used in the attack had a fake number plate with English lettering. 
However, it is known that the Bangladesh Road Transport Authority does not issue 
number plates with English lettering. Hannan was later granted bail on December 
17, 2025. However, it is alleged that after his arrest, the police did not listen to him, 
tried to prove him guilty, and attempted to extract a confession forcibly. 

An innocent person was granted bail after being held on remand due to suspicion. 
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Without any evidence, on December 14, 2025, RAB arrested the wife, brother-in-
law, and alleged girlfriend of the accused Faisal Karim Masud, whose name had 
gone viral on social media [xci]. After their arrest, the police took them into custody 
for two consecutive remand periods [xcii]. RAB also arrested the accused's parents 
on December 17 [xciii]. 

Expatriate journalist Zulqarnain Saer claimed that the accused, whom he 
identified as a leader of the Bangladesh Chhatra League, had fled to India. He 
claimed that the accused, along with the motorcycle driver, had fled to India on 
December 12, 2025 [xciv]. 

Faisal Karim Masud, the suspected murderer of Sharif Osman Hadi, was arrested 
by RAB (Rapid Action Battalion) on November 8, 2024, with a weapon. Following 
his arrest on February 16, 2025, a bench comprising Justices Mohammad Ali and 
SK Tahsin Ali granted him bail for six months. His lawyers at the time were BNP-
affiliated lawyers Advocate Kaiser Kamal and Advocate Mahfuzur Rahman. 
Subsequently, on August 12, 2025, an application to extend his bail was filed, and 
a bench of Justice Mohammad Ali and Justice Yusuf Abdullah Sumon granted him 
a further one-year bail. As a result, Faisal Karim Masud received bail for six months 
initially and then for another year after his arrest in the arms case [xcv]. 

Hadi murder accused, arrested with weapons, quickly secures bail. 
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Although the police did not find any proper evidence and were unable to arrest the 
accused Faisal Karim Masud, whose name had gone viral on social media, they 
accused him of being the murderer. 

Meanwhile, on December 31, 2025, the accused Faisal Karim Masud released a 
video message on social media. He claimed that he was not involved in the 
incident and that his family was being falsely implicated. In the video, he stated 
that he was in Dubai [xcvi]. In another video, he claimed that he had come to Dubai 
for security reasons after being accused and having the allegations against him go 
viral on social media. He said that the person who contacted Sharif Osman Hadi 
helped him leave the country. 

Information from his video suggests that Sharif Osman Hadi was involved in 
tender manipulation and extortion. The accused, Faisal, stated in his video that he 
met Osman Hadi while lobbying to secure a tender for his IT company. It is alleged 
that Osman Hadi took 5 lakh taka in cash from the accused Faisal, promising to 
help him secure the tender. It is also alleged that he took money and t-shirts from 
him for various programs. Faisal Karim said that after meeting Osman Hadi, Hadi 
demanded money from him several times, and he gave it to him, hoping to get the 
work. 

Faisal Karim Masud's video message claiming his innocence. 

Scan for Video 
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Furthermore, Osman Hadi had taken crowdfunding assistance multiple times for 
fundraising. Separate videos of him receiving money have also gone viral on social 
media, and regarding one of these videos, which went viral after his death, a 
person, in response to journalists' questions, said that he was supposed to meet 
Osman Hadi the next day. Since he met him the day before, he gave him all the 
money he had [c]. He said they were supposed to meet again later. Although he did 
not directly accuse, his words suggest that Osman Hadi had asked him for a 
specific amount of money. 

On January 6, 2026, the Dhaka Metropolitan Detective Police (DB) filed a charge 
sheet against 17 people, including Faisal Karim Masud's father, mother, wife, 
brother-in-law, and girlfriend, as well as 11 other suspected individuals [xcvii]. 

Video of money being put into Hadi's pocket. 

Scan for Video 
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Rejecting the charge sheet filed by the police, the Inqilab Mancha, founded by 
Sharif Osman Hadi, claimed that the 'state machinery' was involved in Hadi's 
murder [xcviii]. Abdullah Al Jaber, the organisation's member secretary, said, "A 
ward commissioner allegedly ordered Hadi's shooting. Faisal Karim Masud was 
murdered on his orders. Even a madman wouldn't believe this story. A whole 
syndicate is active behind this murder. There is a state shadow; the state 
machinery is involved. Yet their names are not in the charge sheet. We do not 
accept a charge sheet that does not include the main syndicate [xcix]." 

 

 

 

News reports regarding allegations of 'state machinery' involvement in Hadi's murder. 
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https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=820265164456762
https://www.facebook.com/1346199613971371
https://dbcnews.tv/articles/%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%82%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%A0%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%87-%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%88%E0%A7%9F%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%99%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AF%E0%A7%8B%E0%A6%97%E0%A6%B8%E0%A7%82%E0%A6%A4%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%86%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%AB%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%A8-%E0%A6%87%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%B9%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0
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Ref. No. Link QR Code 

lxiii https://www.banglatribune.com/country/chitagong/926986 

 

lxiv https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/q7rkjp581e 

 

lxv https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFDA1YA5WH4 

 

lxvi https://bangla.bdnews24.com/samagrabangladesh/5b9ab864fc7f 

 

lxvii https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/330296 

 

lxviii https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1946800945868068 

 

lxix https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=873676111824379 

 

lxx https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/5zhrpiuntd 

 

lxxi https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/q7rkjp581e 

 

https://www.banglatribune.com/country/chitagong/926986
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/q7rkjp581e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFDA1YA5WH4
https://bangla.bdnews24.com/samagrabangladesh/5b9ab864fc7f
https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/330296
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1946800945868068
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=873676111824379
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/5zhrpiuntd
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/q7rkjp581e
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Ref. No. Link QR Code 

lxxii https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/q7rkjp581e 

 

lxxiii https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/330296 

 

lxxiv https://www.dainikamadershomoy.com/details/019b37ee87d65 

 

lxxv https://www.facebook.com/doinikfeni/videos/712985664864053 

 

lxxvi https://www.ajkerpatrika.com/bangladesh/ajpsmp2qrtyuf 

 

lxxvii https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1966166557634142 

 

lxxviii https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2349304158855180 

 

lxxix https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2026-01-09/FC9E3EXC 

 

lxxx https://www.jagonews24.com/country/news/1077137 

 

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/q7rkjp581e
https://samakal.com/bangladesh/article/330296
https://www.dainikamadershomoy.com/details/019b37ee87d65
https://www.facebook.com/doinikfeni/videos/712985664864053
https://www.ajkerpatrika.com/bangladesh/ajpsmp2qrtyuf
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1966166557634142
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2349304158855180
https://www.somoynews.tv/news/2026-01-09/FC9E3EXC
https://www.jagonews24.com/country/news/1077137
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Ref. No. Link QR Code 

lxxxi https://www.jagonews24.com/country/news/1077137 

 

lxxxii https://www.kholakagojbd.com/news/29227 

 

lxxxiii https://www.ajkerpatrika.com/bangladesh/ajpsmp2qrtyuf 

 

lxxxiv https://dhakamail.com/country/274418 

 

lxxxv https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1647403742896929 

 

lxxxvi https://www.deshrupantor.com/648247 

 

lxxxvii https://www.dhakapost.com/national/420037 

 

lxxxviii https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/h0678o9ne3 

 

lxxxix https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/n0alanygcq 

 

https://www.jagonews24.com/country/news/1077137
https://www.kholakagojbd.com/news/29227
https://www.ajkerpatrika.com/bangladesh/ajpsmp2qrtyuf
https://dhakamail.com/country/274418
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1647403742896929
https://www.deshrupantor.com/648247
https://www.dhakapost.com/national/420037
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/h0678o9ne3
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/n0alanygcq
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Ref. No. Link QR Code 

xc https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/9284eakj16 

 

xci https://www.ittefaq.com.bd/766104 

 

xcii https://www.jugantor.com/law-justice/1043076 

 

xciii https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/gc2n7rmdlf 

 

xciv https://dailyinqilab.com/index.php/national/news/841687 

 

xcv https://www.deshrupantor.com/646297 

 

xcvi https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1586089689244372 

 

xcvii https://www.jugantor.com/tp-firstpage/1049616 

 

xcviii https://www.banglanews24.com/national/news/bd/1630816.details 

 

https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/9284eakj16
https://www.ittefaq.com.bd/766104
https://www.jugantor.com/law-justice/1043076
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/crime/gc2n7rmdlf
https://dailyinqilab.com/index.php/national/news/841687
https://www.deshrupantor.com/646297
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1586089689244372
https://www.jugantor.com/tp-firstpage/1049616
https://www.banglanews24.com/national/news/bd/1630816.details


 

48 | P a g e  

 

Ref. No. Link QR Code 

xcix https://www.banglatribune.com/politics/other-politics/929188 

 

c https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDPMM8D6PFk 

 

ci https://www.facebook.com/reel/1140247334591420 

 

 

 

 

https://www.banglatribune.com/politics/other-politics/929188
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDPMM8D6PFk
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1140247334591420
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